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Teaching:  Now … getting back to our study of the letter written by Jesus to the church 

at Philadelphia.  Two weeks ago, we looked through the lens of this letter at the literal, 

physical church that was at Philadelphia in John’s day, but this morning we’re going to 

focus on what this church spiritually represents, which ... as we talked about in our last 

study ... is the Evangelical Movement of the last 130 years or so.   

 

During our last study, I mentioned to you the names of a few individuals … men moved 

by God and used of God to evangelize the lost of this world and men … who because of 

their passions, had an impact on thousands who’ve followed in their steps … 

 

Q. But what of the, so called, “evangelical church” as a whole? 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 7-13: We covered verses 7 & 8 expositionally a few Sundays back, so we won’t 

go over them again this morning.  But if you weren’t here you can go to our website and 

listen to that study or review the notes from it if you'd like. 

 

But for now … on to verse 9 … 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 9: Well first, from a historical standpoint …  

 

Q. Who were these people that the Lord identifies with the Synagogue of Satan … 

the place of worshipping and serving the devil himself? – Well we don’t definitively 

know, but we do have a few clues: 

 

1. We’re told that they were saying they were Jews, but were, in fact, not.  And if 

you remember, we saw the same phrase used in the letter to the church at Smyrna 

as the Lord described the persecution of that group.   

 

2. And our second clue is that they will one day prostrate themselves before the 

church of our Lord.   

 

Now remember that, as Romans 9-11 explains, there is a Physical Israel and there is a 

Spiritual Israel …  

 

Q. And so the question is … which one is this group not a part of?   

 

Q. Were they physical Jews who had not given themselves to Christ and were 
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therefore, not the “Spiritual Israel” described in scripture?   

 

Q. Or were they not Jews at all, but were pretending to be … perhaps wanting to 

claim the title of “God’s Chosen People” for themselves? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

If it’s those who were pretending to be Jews … then it raises concern today for our 

modern-day equivalent … the doctrinal movement known as “Replacement Theology”.  

A pretty mainstream belief in today’s Charismatic churches.  

 

It teaches people who are not Jews to claim that they are.  It teaches that the Christian 

church has replaced the Jews as God’s Chosen People.  So essentially … it is those who 

say they are Jews, but are not.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

On the other hand if these are physical, but not spiritual Jews it answers the question of 

… 

 

Q. When they will bow before the church?  -- Because, as we will see a few chapters 

from now … that day will come when Israel will realize that the church was right and 

that Jesus, the one they crucified, is in fact the Messiah.  They will repent and turn. 

 

Q. And when will that be? – During the Tribulation Period.  The seven years of God’s 

wrath … which we have 13 chapters on coming up. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

But whoever they are … the Lord condemns them pretty soundly and then pronounces 

their future – they will bow at the feet of the Born Again in Philadelphia. 

 

Q. But even more importantly … why will they do that?  Is it because the people of 

Philadelphia deserved that kind of respect or was it just to humiliate these false 

Jews? – No and no!  It was to highlight the love of God.  It was to extend the invitation 

of God’s love to those who were still trying to earn it rather than merely receiving it.   

 

So wrapped up in this ... seems to be the promise that the enemies of God’s church will 

one day be subject to His church.   

 

1. All the powerful politicians who’ve done so much to erode away at the body.   

 

2. All the evolutionists who consider us simple minded.   

 

3. All the wolves in sheep’s clothing who’ve sought to bring down the house from 

the inside over the years and decades and centuries.   

 

One day, they will all be subjugated to the church that they’ve mocked and harmed.   

 

We see an example of this in the story of the Philippian jailor.  He’d been the one in 

power and had confined Paul and Silas for their faith, but we read in … 

 



 3 

Acts 16:29 … trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, 30 and 

after he brought them out, he said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  

 

Q. But never lose track of why? – It’s not to punish them or elevate us … but to extend 

His love.   

 

But it does prove yet again that if we will be faithful to take care of God’s work … He 

will be faithful to take care of our battles.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 10: As I pointed out to you in an earlier study … verse 19 of chapter one is really 

the key to the interpretation of this revelatory book.  The Lord says to John there … 

 

Rev 1:19 "… write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, 

and the things which will take place after these things.  

 

So the book begins with the past and then deals with the present and concludes with what 

will happen in the future.   

 

Chapter 1 … what was.   

Chapters 2 and 3 … what is … the church age.   

And chapters 4 through 22 … what is to come … the future.   

 

And it’s worth noting that although the church is the primary topic of the first 3 chapters 

… it disappears from the pages of scripture right there.  After chapter 3, no more 

mention of it (other than a reference to its Heavenly position when we get to chapter 22).  

 

Certainly it's noteworthy that chapter 4 opens up with what is known as The Great 

Tribulation … one verse after the church disappears from the pages of scripture.   

 

And I believe that is exactly how it’s going to be … the church disappears and the wrath 

of God is poured out on the unbelieving world that’s left behind.   

 

Q. Now why do I bring that up here? – Because this hour of testing that Jesus says will 

come upon the whole world … I believe, is The Great Tribulation.  And the Lord says 

here that He will spare this faithful church from it.   

 

Q. But He refers to it as a time of testing that will come upon the whole world … so 

what’s the “test”? – The test of perseverance.   

 

A time of shaking the cup to see what it’s been filled with all along.  No one will be able 

to fake salvation during The Great Tribulation Period.  You will either blaspheme and 

choose Hell eternally or choose Christ and pay a heavy, but temporary, price for it.   

 

But this was a “test” that those at Philadelphia had already passed.  And if this passage is 

speaking of The Great Tribulation then all of us who’ve acknowledged Jesus as our Lord 

and Savior have also overcome and so we will likewise, be spared from that same day of 
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testing because we too have already passed the test.  We are righteous in the blood of The 

Lamb.   

 

And when He speaks here of keeping the overcomers from that hour of testing Jesus uses 

the word ek (ek) which doesn't mean that He will keep them safe through it, but that He 

will keep them from it … out of it altogether.   

 

Q. Have you ever thought of salvation as an exemption from testing?  An automatic 

passing grade? – Well, that’s sorta the picture this passage is painting.  The world will 

be tested, but for those of us who’ve already given ourselves over to the Lord … we just 

get a High Five from the teacher while He’s handing out tests to everybody else. 

 

Q.  But you know what this says to me? – If you’re not sure of your salvation – make 

sure!  Make sure this morning!  Come and see me after service this morning and we’ll 

talk.    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 11: So basically His encouragement is for them to keep doing what they’ve been 

doing.  To hang on and to look to His return as their hope.   Because He says that He’s 

coming quickly.   

 

But as we looked at in chapter 2, that didn’t mean that He was coming in the days or 

weeks following this writing.  It means that the events described will unfurl in rapid 

succession.   

 

Paul says in …  

 

1 Cor 15:51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all 

be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; 

for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 

will be changed.  

 

In a moment … in fact … at the speed of light.  In the nanosecond that it takes for a flash 

of light to reflect off the human eye.  That’s fast!   

 

And that’s what Jesus is saying here.  It’s a warning really.  A warning to those who 

would say “Hey, no big deal.  I’ll just wait until the last second and then I’ll get saved."  

“NO … you won’t have a second!”   

 

All of a sudden, in a twinkling of an eye, the Lord’s going to catch His church out of this 

world.  No time for repentance. No time to call out to God. No time to plead for mercy.   

 

The time for those things is this morning, but then … it will all be over before you realize 

what happened.  “I come quickly” He says.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

But then we must contend with what He says about their crown, because it sounds like a 

consequence or a warning; that if they don’t hang on … then someone may come along 
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and take their crown. 

 

Q. So is this the Crown of Life?  Is it speaking of their salvation? -- Paul says “No” ... 

 

2 Tim 4:7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept 

the faith; 8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not 

only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.  

 

The crown of life is in the hand of the Lord until it’s placed on your head so I can’t really 

see anyone sneaking in and snatching it away.   

 

What I believe verse 11 is actually speaking of is the Bema Seat or the rewards seat of 

Christ (1st Corinthians 3:10-15), and not of our salvation.   

 

But since it comes with a warning that we must keep on keeping on or else risk the loss 

of the rewards … it’s still meant to stir us to action.   

 

God will get His work done … through you, or if not you, another of His servants and the 

rewards of God will be handed out accordingly.   

 

As Galatians 6:7 says … each of us will reap the rewards of what we sow.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 12: Some cool promises related to the reward of these overcomers … beginning 

with making them a pillar in the temple of God. 

 

For the Philadelphians that meant no longer being relegated to the periphery as they had 

been.  They would become a central part of the temple of God.  A key supporter of it ... a 

pillar.      

 

And this would have been a very vivid image to those in Philadelphia, because it was a 

customary honor in that region to engrave the names of great men and women on the 

pillars of key structures in the cities they’d impacted.  The problem in Philadelphia was 

that although it was an honor … it was also very temporary …  

 

Because Philadelphia sat smack dab on top of a major earthquake fault line.  Meaning 

that to have your name engraved on one of the pillars was a great honor … just up until 

the next earthquake then you were forgotten.  But not when God does the engraving … or 

in this situation … when God builds the pillar.     

 

So He will make them a pillar and then engrave upon it, three names: 

 

1. The name of God the Father. 

 

2. The name of the city of God; The New Jerusalem … which comes down out of 

Heaven and which we’ll discuss at length in chapter 21.   
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3. And the new name of the Lord Jesus.   

 

It makes me think of sports jerseys.  People have their favorite players and buy a jersey 

that displays their name … and pay big bucks for them too.  It’s a question of who’s your 

hero.  Well, you and I will one day wear the name of the God of all.   

 

Q. But what about now? – Well just as my wife took my name when I tricked her into 

marrying me … so too for you and me as Christians.  We've taken the name of our 

bridegroom.  The word “Christian” literally means “little Christ” or “miniature Christ”.   

 

So if you are a Christian then remember that you already wear His name.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 13: If you have an ear … listen because God’s speaking to you!   

Conclusion:   

 

Rev 3:7 "… to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy, 

who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and 

who shuts and no one opens, says this: 8 'I know your deeds. Behold, I have 

put before you an open door which no one can shut, because you have a little 

power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name.   

 

The church at Philadelphia wasn't a big church … they had only a little strength the Lord 

tells us … but they were a faithful church.  Spiritually, they represent the faithful within 

the modern-day Evangelical Movement ... whatever that percentage may be.   

 

Not the unsaved, like the Church at Thyatira …  

And not the dead-spirited like the church at Sardis …  

And not the average church-goer of 2017 which we’ll look at next week in 

the church at Laodicea, but … 

The few, the humble, the Spirit-led, the sold-out, the full-on, the 

man or woman who loves the Lord more than themselves and more 

than this world.   

 

But such faithfulness isn’t easy.  The church at Smyrna was also a faithful and fruitful 

church and just like this Philadelphian church it was persecuted.  Even as Paul said in ... 

 

1 Cor 16:9 for a wide door for effective service has opened to me, and there 

are many adversaries.  

 

We need to know that anytime the Lord provides the church with an opportunity … the 

enemy will set up an obstacle.   

 

And the faithless will always see that picture with the obstacle in the foreground and the 

opportunity in the background … the faithful will see just the opposite.   
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God’s in control.  He is the faithful and true one and He controls every doorway of 

opportunity before the church.  If He opens a door … we must go to work.  If He closes a 

door … we must wait.  Don’t make the mistake of trying to break down closed doors … 

nor the mistake of passing by the open ones.   

 

It’s simply a question of doing what the Lord provides opportunity for. 

 

The story is told of a little boy who spent several months building a model 

sailboat.  And he had every detail down to perfection. And after he finally got it 

all put together … he took it down to the pond.  He set the sails and the rudder for 

the far shore and set it in the water.  And he watched the little sailboat as it 

started across the pond and then he began running around the end of the pond to 

receive his boat on the other side, but as he was running and watching, almost 

instantly, the wind began to pick up and as it did, the little sailboat that this young 

man had invested so many countless hours into, was blown over and sank to the 

bottom of the pond. The boy looked up and said, “Thank you Lord… this is a 

great wind for flying a kite.” 

 

Q. Is that what you would have done? – I’m sorry to say that it’s not what I would have 

done. 

 

But the point is … if God closes one door, look for another.  Don’t try and break that 

door down … God has something else in mind.  That’s how we should live.   

 

Let God open doors and let God shut doors … it takes a lot of pressure off of us when 

we’ll do that and it makes us infinitely more fruitful to His glory.   

 

And we must be faithful … which means, by faith we must see the opportunities and not 

the obstacles.  If we don’t we’ll be crownless and ashamed at His coming.    

 

 


