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________________________________________________________________ 

Teaching:  Seems like such an appropriate time to jump into the prophetic book of 

Revelation!  To say the least … the times are uncertain from a human perspective. 

 

But this book reminds us that nothing is EVER uncertain from God’s perspective! 

 

1. If you’re jumpy about the economy … be assured … God knows your needs 

and is more than capable of supplying them. 

 

2. If the current political landscape makes you nervous … this book gives us the 

good news that One is coming who WILL take office (no election required), and 

He will rule and reign in complete righteousness and there is no term limit to His 

office.    

 

3. Or maybe the ever increasing perversion and moral decline gets you down … 

our hope is God’s certain and, I think, imminent judgment.  Revelation explains 

that as well.   

 

So pray that God will speak to your mind and your heart and your spirit through our time 

in this book … it’s an important study for us.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

For some time, there’s been an effort to change the traditional date of the writing of this 

book from the widely accepted 90 to 95 AD back to about 65 A.D.  And   the reason for 

this pressure is the agenda of the group of heretics known as the Preterists.   

 

The Preterists are a group of elitists who'd have us believe that all of the prophecies of 

scripture have already come to pass and that we are now living in the heavenly New 

Jerusalem.   

 

They teach that the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. was the final fulfillment of God’s 

wrath and that things have just been getting steadily better and better ever since. 

 

But in order for that theory to hold any water, the date of the writing of the Book of 

Revelation obviously has to be moved back to a time before the destruction of Jerusalem 

in 70 A.D.    

 

And I am not going to go into all the reasons for the traditional dating of the book except 

to say that prior to about 550 A.D. all of the early church fathers dated the book to the 
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end of the Reign of Domitian which would be right around 95 A.D.   

 

Perhaps the most convincing of those early church fathers (on this issue), is a man by the 

name of Irenaeus who was a disciple of Polycarp (a pastor and teacher who knew the 

Apostle John personally and who lived in Smyrna which was one of the churches 

addressed in this book).  So Irenaeus’ assertion that John penned this book around 95 

A.D. carries significant weight.    

 

And we'll leave it at that, but again, the dating of this book is important because 

changing it is the only hope some have of pedaling their lies.     

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Book of Revelation, by its own testimony, came from God The Father to His Son, 

Jesus Christ and then to His servant, John … and finally, to you and me. 

 

And because John plays such a prominent role in this chain of custody, we’re going to 

take a short break from our current Wednesday evening series in Genesis and show a two 

part video called St. John in Exile.   

 

It gives us such a great and entertaining introduction to the Apostle John and I think it 

will benefit us as we prepare for this book.   

 

But this morning … just a brief introduction …  

 

John was a fisherman.  In fact, he was called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ even as he 

was there fishing on the Sea of Galilee (Matthew 4:21).   

 

His dad was Zebedee (Matthew 4:21), his mom was Salome (Mark 15:40  & 16:1) and 

his older brother was James … the same James who was martyred in the Book of Acts 

(12:2).     

 

But more important than all of that … John was part of what we know as the Lord’s Inner 

Circle … His closest disciples. 

 

Q. Remember … it was Peter, James and John?  These three had a very close and 

special relationship with the Lord.   

 

Q. When the Lord healed Jairus’ daughter … who was it that He took with Him? –  

 

It was this Inner Circle; Peter, James and John (Matthew 5 & Luke 8).   

 

And it was this same group that the Lord took with Him to the Mount of Transfiguration 

(Matthew 17 & Mark 9).   

 

In the Garden of Gethsemane it was Peter, James and John (Mark 14).   

 

But when it came to the end … the Last Supper … it was John alone recorded as leaning 
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on the Lord’s chest (John 13:23).  His relationship was an especially intimate one.   

 

Q. In fact … do you remember how John typically referred to his own relationship 

to the Lord? – He called himself “The Disciple Whom Jesus Loved” (John 13:23). 

 

Q. And of all the apostles … who was the only one at the foot of the cross when 

Jesus cried “Tut-tel-i-stie … it is over! And breathed His last? –  

 

It was John (John 19:27).  The same disciple that the Lord charged with the care of His 

mother after His crucifixion (John 19:27).   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now at the time of this writing, John was imprisoned on a tiny Island off the coast of 

Asia Minor (modern day Turkey), called Patmos.   

 

Patmos, at that time was a penal colony to which John had been exiled, as he tells us in 

verse 9, because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. He just wouldn’t stop 

talking about the Lord.   

 

Patmos is only about 13 square miles in total.   

 

And tradition tells us that John was assigned to one of its many caves for his home.   

 

What’s so amazing about that is that John was probably in his early 90’s when he was 

sentenced and when the Lord used him to pen this book.  Despite that, John did not die 

on the island, but was ultimately released and moved to Ephesus where he ministered 

until the Lord finally granted him eternal retirement.   

 

One of the things that I think is so enviable about this man … is that … in his 90s … 

persecuted countless times since he decided to follow Jesus … tortured (even boiled in 

oil), and now isolated on this rock-island … he came through those experiences 

undaunted … without bitterness or anger or even doubt.  Seemingly more in love with 

His Lord than ever before.  

 

May we all pray to be more like John in that respect … because some of us are on our 

own Patmos right now … others will be there tomorrow ... 

 

1. Maybe for you it’s your job.   

 

2. For others it may be an unhappy relationship that has you feeling imprisoned. 

 

3. Some might feel as isolated and lonely as John must have been.  

 

Well … take a lesson from the life of the Apostle John … don’t resort to bitterness or 

anger or withdrawal in the midst of such trials.   

 

And even more importantly … remember that it was in this place of isolation and 
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discomfort that John was given the greatest possible revelation … the revelation of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

And it is entirely possible that God has you on your own personal little Patmos so that He 

can do for you exactly what He did for John … reveal Himself in a brand new, surpassing 

way.     

 

Someone said, “A little faith will bring your soul to heaven, but a little more faith 

will bring heaven to your soul.”   

 

That’s where John was … all that He loved on this earth had been stripped away, but all 

that he loved in Heaven was that much closer because of it.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now as to the book itself … the first thing that we have to learn is its proper title; it is the 

book of “Revelation“ … not “Revelations“.   

 

Just remember that the actual title is “The Revelation of Jesus Christ”.  The unveiling of 

our Lord and since there’s only one Jesus Christ … there’s only one unveiling or 

revelation of Him so it can’t be plural.   

 

The book's unique among the books of the Bible in that it uses more symbology and 

imagery than we may be accustomed to.  And those symbols and images are given to us 

in the context of their location and must be interpreted in that light.  

 

Throughout this book: 

 

1. The scene changes from earth to Heaven, Heaven to earth and then back again 

17 times.   

 

2. John's given 44 separate visions to help us understand what is to come.   

 

3. And more than 120 times within those visions something is described, not by 

what it is, but by what it's “like” or it will say that something is “as” something 

else.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The book is really outlined for us in chapter 1, verse 19.   

 

Rev 1:19 "Therefore write the things which you have seen, and the things 

which are, and the things which will take place after these things. 
 

Or in other words, write the ...  “things which were 

        the things which are and ... 

        the things which will be.”  

 

1. The past is primarily covered in Chapter 1. 
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2. The present … in Chapters 2 & 3. 

 

3. And the future in Chapter 4 and following … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

As people approach this book, they generally do so with one of four principle viewpoints 

concerning how to interpret it: 

 

1.  First the preterist as I’ve already mentioned, holds that the prophecies of the 

book all came to pass during the very early history of the church and that you and 

I are therefore presently living the heavenly New Jerusalem.   

 

And I gotta tell you … if that were true … I would be deeply disappointed.   

 

2.  Second is the historical point of view which holds that the book and its 

prophecies are merely a panorama of the entire church age.  From John’s day to 

the rapture … and that it is a book aimed at our intellects and not intended to 

strengthen our faith or even, necessarily affect our walk.   

 

3.  Third is the idealist or spiritualist approach to interpreting the book.  This 

viewpoint holds that there are no prophecies in Revelation, but that the book is to 

be interpreted ONLY as great principles set forth for application.  

 

4.  And finally … the point of view from which we will be approaching is known 

as the futurist point of view.  And this point of view interprets: 

 

a.  Chapter 1 as the revelation of Jesus the person …  

 

b. Chapters 2 & 3 as instructional … being directed to the churches of 

John’s day but with timeless application.  The revelation of what the 

church is to be … 

 

c. And chapters 4 and following as prophetic books … giving us the 

revelation of what is to come.     

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

And one last thing before we jump in … you’ll hear the word “eschatology” as we go … 

and if you’re not familiar with it … it means … the study of last things.   

 

And that … to a great extent is what this book is all about … the last things leading up to 

eternal Heaven and eternal Hell.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 1: The unveiling of the Lord; what He’s done, what He’s doing and what He will 

do in the future.   

 

Think of it like a statue or a monument.  When something like that is being developed or 

sculpted … it’s kept under wraps.  But when the day comes … everyone gathers around 

and the veil … the covering is lifted so that everyone can see what was previously 
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concealed.   

 

Well that’s where we’re at!  As we've gathered around this book this morning … I pray 

that we would have that same sense of anticipation as the veil's lifted.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Q. “must soon take place”? -- But this was written 2,000 years ago!   

 

Q. So what went wrong? -- Not a thing!  What we need to understand is that when John 

says here that these things “must soon take place”, he’s not saying that he expected 

these events to take place shortly after he penned them … although I think he hoped they 

would.   

 

But the word he uses here is en-tachos (en-takh'-os) which speaks of a brief space of 

time, in the sense that once these things kick off they'll cascade rapidly to the conclusion 

God describes here.   

 

Specifically … once God interrupts human time with the revelation of Jesus Christ … it 

will unfold at a staggering pace.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 2-3: So here's another thing that’s unique about the book of Revelation … it 

comes with three promises of blessing: 

 

1. You will be blessed if you read this book of prophecy. 

 

Q. Aren’t you thankful that it doesn’t say “Blessed is he who 

completely understands this book”? 

 

2. You will be blessed if you listen to the reading (or exposition) of this book of 

prophecy. 

 

3. You will be blessed if you do what this book of prophecy instructs you to do.  

 

So three promises!  

 

The first two seem to relate to us congregationally … that as I read and as you 

listen … we will be blessed … so by your mere attendance and attention you will 

receive the first two blessings, but …  

 

As to the third promise … no one can harvest that one for you.  If you want it, you 

must get it because it hinges on your choice and my choice to obey its words.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

And one last thing as we wrap things up this morning … would you notice with me 

please … that John, under the guidance of Christ and inspiration of the Holy Spirit, calls 

this book a book of “prophecy”. 

 

Q. Why's that important? – So that we won't fall victim to the false teaching that this is 



 7 

a book of allegories.  That it’s symbolic and not to be taken literally.  John counters that 

terminally here by saying, “No … this is a book of prophecy”.  

 

The Greek word is propheteia (prof-ay-ti'-ah) which means “prediction”.  So in this book, 

John's not giving us some loose story to tickle our imaginations … he’s telling us what 

the future holds for Christians and for non-Christians.   

 

Keeping in mind … that when we say “prediction” – this is not like man’s weather 

predictions … this is God’s sure and certain word.  He’s telling us about our future, but 

for Him it’s the past.  It’s like history in reverse and so it's NEVER wrong!  

 

When we lived in Alaska … you could go into most any novelty or gift shop and you’d 

find the “Alaska Moose Dropping Weather Predictor”.  And just like the name implies … 

the “Alaska Moose Dropping Weather Predictor” was a moose pellet glued to a piece of 

stained wood with a plaque that explained its ability to determine the weather.   

 

The plaque said … 

 

When moose pellet is wet … it is raining. 

 

When moose pellet is dry … it is sunny. 

 

When moose pellet is white … it is snowing.  

 

Etc… etc … 

 

Hardly a “predictor” of weather and yet it was a pretty fail-proof weather determiner. 

 

And that’s really how it is with God.   

 

Within the limitations of the human language and mind-set, we might call the prophecies 

of this book “predictions”, but they are really what God has determined.  Not only has He 

decreed them … because He exists outside of time ... He's already seen them come to 

pass.  

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Conclusion:  Folks … the things that we will be reading and studying in this book … 

WILL COME TO PASS!  They are real! 

 

And this can be a real key to our evangelism of the lost because people want to know 

about the future.  In fact, there’s an entire industry built upon that desire; horoscopes and 

palm readers, psychics, spiritualists and so many others ...  1710974506   

 

As we learn together … exactly … what the future holds … may God embolden us … 

give us passion and give us courage to share these truths with the searching people all 

around us.   



 8 

 

 

 

 


