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Teaching:  We invested last Sunday and really, Wednesday as well … in introduction to 

the Book of Revelation and it's human author, the Apostle John.   

 

If you weren’t here … I would encourage two things …  

 

1. Go to our website and listen to that study so that we can all be on the same 

page, as a body and … 

 

2. Join us for our Wednesday evening studies. This coming Wednesday is Q & A 

and the following Wednesday will be the second half our introduction to the 

Apostle John as a man and as a minister.  

 

Now .. the first three verses, which we looked at last week, are John’s introduction to 

the Book … written, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and guidance of Jesus Christ 

to you and me … the church.   

 

But beginning here in verse 4 and running all the way through the end of the chapter, 

is the introduction to the  seven letters written to seven literal churches in Asia Minor 

which we will be studying soon.    

 

Each church probably received the same greeting and perhaps the same benediction, but 

the meat of each letter was personalized and specifically addressed to each church, as 

we’ll see.  But even though the letters were specific, the messages contained within them 

have perpetual application and so have been divinely preserved for us.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 4-5a: From God the Father, the eternal one who was, who is and who will always 

be … through … John His servant … to seven churches.   

 

John wrote, as you recall, from the Island of Patmos where he was exiled for his 

preaching of the gospel and his failure to worship the Roman emperor who'd proclaimed 

himself to be deity.   

 

So seven literal churches that were active in Asia in John’s day.  And if you wanted to, 

you could still visit them, or at least the ruins of them, today.   

 

But the fact that they were literal churches along with the fact that the Lord only 

addresses seven of them when we know that there were many more in that region should 
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cause us to sit up take note and ask questions like: 

 

1. Q. Why these churches? And ... 

 

2. Q. Why specifically seven churches? 

 

Well ... as is often true on issues like this, there are probably as many opinions as there 

are Bible teachers, but since you’re here … I’ll give you the correct one this morning …  

 

I believe that these seven churches are representative.  That the things that were going on 

within these particular seven churches are things that represent the major happenings in 

churches in general … both positive and negative.   

 

And even more importantly … if that's so then these things also represent what Jesus 

Himself is most passionate about … both positive and negative.    

 

Two reasons that I believe that: 

 

1. Because He addresses “seven” … not six and not eight, but seven churches.   

 

2. And because at the close of each letter we see this statement; “He who has an 

ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches …”   

 

And the word “says” is, in each instance, written in the present tense … literally 

… “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit [is saying] to the 

churches [plural] …” 

 

And … seven, as you probably know is an important, symbolic number in the Bible.  It’s 

a number that technically means “perfection” but in the Greek language “perfection” is 

not really used in the same sense as it is in the English.    

 

It doesn’t really mean “flawless” like we normally think of, but more along the lines of 

“complete” or “lacking nothing”.   

 

And John, being instructed to do so by the Lord, writes to seven of the churches ... so that 

together they would give us the complete instruction.   

 

And he says here that he’s writing on behalf of these three that he names: 

 

1. He who is and who was and who is to come. 

 

2. The Seven Spirits who are before the throne of the Eternal One. 

 

3. And Jesus Christ. 

 

Titles and attributes worthy of our consideration … because, as you might have guessed, 
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this list points us to the Trinity: 

 

1. Of the Father he emphasizes His eternal nature.   

 

2. Of the Spirit (or in this case … “the Seven Spirits”) … the attribute that is 

emphasized is that He (or “they”) are before the throne of the Father.  

 

Q. But why would he say “seven Spirits”? – 

 

Isa 11:1 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a 

branch from his roots will bear fruit.  2 The Spirit of the 

LORD will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, The spirit of counsel and strength, The spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  

 

Just one Spirit, but with seven (or symbolically … a perfectly complete 

complement of …) attributes.  

 

3. And third … these letters to the churches are also from Jesus Christ with three 

of His divine attributes being emphasized: 

 

a. He is the faithful witness 

 

b. He is the firstborn of the dead.  Not the first to be resurrected from 

death, but the first to receive a glorified, eternal body (Luke 7; Mark 5; 

John 11; Psalm 89:27).  

 

c. And third ... He reigns supreme over all earthly authorities.   

 

And then John goes on to ascribe glory and dominion to the Lord in the latter half of 

verse 5 and in verse 6 …  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 5b-6:  

 

Q. Why does He deserve dominion and glory? – Among other things John says …  

 

1 .Because He loves us … which is not to be taken lightly, because we’re not that 

easy to love. 

 

2. He's forgiven us at the cost of His own blood. He's released us from the 

perpetual bondage to the sinful nature that tempts us.   

 

3.  He has made us to be a kingdom; a group of people with a common bond and 

purpose to unite us!   

 

4. And lastly … He's made us to be priests of the Almighty One.   
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Remember that a priest, by definition is not someone who wears a certain style of 

clothing or has some seminary certificate on the wall.   

 

A priest by the definition the Bible gives us is one that represents God before the 

people … and represents the people before God.   

 

And that's what you do when you take the time to tell people about our wonderful 

God and then lift those people up in prayer. That’s what a priest is and that’s what 

a priest does.   

 

Now something that’s kind of hidden, but very cool and doctrinally important within this 

is how this is a promise made to the Jews, but fulfilled in the church.   

 

Turn with me please to … 

 

Ex 19:6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' 

These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel."  

 

God speaking there … to the Jews, through Moses His servant.  Now … turn to …  

 

Rom 11:11 I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? (Paul is 

speaking there of the Jews) May it never be! But by their transgression 

salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them (That is, the Jews) jealous. 

12 Now if their transgression is riches for the world and their failure is riches 

for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be! 13 But I am 

speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of 

Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14 if somehow I might move to jealousy my 

fellow countrymen and save some of them. 15 For if their rejection is the 

reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the 

dead? 16 If the first piece of dough is holy, the lump is also; and if the root is 

holy, the branches are too.  17 But if some of the branches were broken off, 

and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became 

partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, 18 do not be arrogant 

toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that  it is not you 

who supports the root, but the root supports you. 19 You will say then, 

"Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in." 20 Quite right, 

they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. … 

 

Had the Jews not rejected Jesus Christ … He would not have been crucified and had He 

not been crucified … He would not have bled.  And had he not bled … you and I would 

have no source of forgiveness and therefore no hope of salvation and so Paul says … by 

their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles …  We have been grafted in 

among God’s chosen people.   

 

But … please understand … this is not saying, and does not mean, that the church has, or 
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will ever, replace the Jews or the purpose God has for them. We’ll see that later on in our 

study of this book.   

 

But it does mean that we've been grafted in to His love and work by His grace.  We've 

been made a nation and priests in fulfillment of the prophetic promise made to the Jews. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 7: John told us in verse 3 that this was a prophetic book and so here he begins to 

prophecy …     

 

Q. Remember from last week the word “eschatology”? – The study of last things.  

Well, John here speaks of one of those “last things” when he says “He is coming”.   

 

As this world and the season of time (or dispensation), that we now live in draws to a 

close … several events are going to begin unfolding and, as John told us in verse 1, they 

will progress like an avalanche.   

 

Right now, they're poised and waiting silently, but when that last snowflake of prophecy 

falls … when that last second of waiting passes … these end time events are going to 

come upon this world like a flood.   

 

Basically, there are eleven major, end-time events that we will study during our time in 

the Book of Revelation: 

 

1. The Rise of the Anti-Christ 

2. The Rapture of the church 

3. The Beginning of the Tribulation 

4. The Bema Judgment Seat of Christ for the reward of believers.  

5. The Middle of the Tribulation (also known as The Abomination of Desolation) 

6. The End of the Tribulation 

7. The Second Coming of Christ 

8. The Battle of Armageddon 

9. The Millennial Reign 

10. The Great White Throne of Judgment 

11. And the Heavenly Eternity 

 

If you’re a note-taker and you’re not familiar with these end-time events … it might be 

helpful for you to jot them down so that you can fill in the blanks as we study each of 

them.  And don't forget you can always get my notes from the church website if you need 

them.  

 

Q. Now … a pop quiz … what end-time event is John speaking of here in verse 7? – 

It's the Lord’s Second Coming. 

 

Q. How can we know that?  How can we distinguish between that and the Rapture 

of the church? – 
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1. Because John says that everyone will see this event.   

 

2. Because we are told that in the Rapture … He will come in the clouds, but here 

it says that He will come with the clouds.  

 

Remember that of the Rapture … scripture tells us that it will be a mystery (1st 

Corinthians 15:51-55, 1st Thessalonians 4:13-18).   

 

Jesus will descend from Heaven in the clouds, but He will not descend all the way to 

earth.  His descent will pause at some point and He will “Rapture” … that is ... snatch up 

or  lift away … the church.  All saved people will simply disappear and the world will be 

left astonished and scrambling for an explanation.  

 

But of His Second Coming, the Lord said to His disciples ... 

 

Luke 17:22 … "The days will come when you will long to see one of the days 

of the Son of Man, and you will not see it.  23 "They will say to you, 'Look 

there! Look here!' Do not go away, and do not run after them.  24 "For just 

like the lightning, when it flashes out of one part of the sky, shines to the 

other part of the sky, so will the Son of Man be in His day.  

 

In other words … as the days grow darker … genuine Christians will increasingly yearn 

for the return of the Lord and there will be many who will prey on that desire, but the 

Lord says here “Don't be fooled by any false Messiahs because when the real One returns 

no one will need to announce it.  He will light up the sky with His very appearance and 

everyone will see it” … both the Jews (those who pierced Him) and the Gentiles (all the 

tribes of the earth). 

 

More on the topic of The Lord's Second Coming when we get to chapter 19.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 8:  If you’ve not looked at it before, the names used of Jesus in the Book of 

Revelation are a fascinating study … here’s a sampling: 

 

 * The One who is and who was and is to come  

 

 * The Almighty  

 

 * The First and the Last, who was dead, and has come to life  

 

 * The Living One 

 

 * The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand 

 

 * The One who walks among the seven golden lamp stands 

 

 * The One who has the sharp two-edged sword 
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* The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and feet like burnished 

bronze 

 

 * He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars 

 

* He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one 

will shut, and who shuts and no one opens 

 

* The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God  

 

 * The King of kings and Lord of lords 

 

But of all the names given to Him or used of Him … this one is perhaps my favorite; The 

Alpha and the Omega  

 

If nothing else it gives you a sense of His boundless reign of power.  His omnipotence.   

 

Of course, it’s a reference to the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, indicating that 

the Lord God is the beginning and the end of all things.  That He’s all I need.  He was 

with me at the beginning and He will be with me at the end.   

 

He’s the First and the Last … the Alpha and the Omega.  

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  I don’t know how many of  you got a chance to watch some football over 

this Thanksgiving break, but there were some good games.  There were also some 

blowouts.   

 

Most of us like to watch a close game.  We like the excitement … the adrenaline.   

 

Well … this book that we’re studying tells the story of a future event that’s certainly not 

a game, but it is a contest.  And it’s not exactly what you’d call a nail-biter … it’s more 

of a blowout.   

 

But … go back to what I said earlier …  most of us like to watch a good, close, exciting  

game.   

 

Q. So if this contest in the Book of Revelation isn’t one of those … then where’s the 

excitement and the thrill in it? – Well it’s not in watching the game ... it's in your 

participation.   

 

I remember playing high school football and other sports … we loved a blowout.  They 

might not have been much thrill for the fans … for the spectators, but as a player pouring 

out sweat on the field to win the game … we loved a blowout. 

 

The contest described in the Book of Revelation … is the stages of the battle between 
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good and evil.  The closing minutes of the age-old war between God and Satan and it’s 

honestly not going to be much of a thriller for spectators.  It’ll be one of those games 

where you spend more time at the snack bar than in your seat.   

 

But for the team members … for the players … for the ones who’ve invested their time, 

their money, their sweat … it’ll be a thrill a second. 

 

Q. So this is a contest that’s already been decided right? – Well ... no doubt, it's a 

contest that’s been decided in that God wins!   

 

And it’s a contest that’s been decided for you … if you’re a born again Christian.  As we 

read in verse 5; we’ve been …released ... from our sins by His blood. Past tense … 

done deal.   

 

But don't lose track of the fact that this contest has NOT been decided for all your 

neighbors, and co-workers, and school chums, and relatives.   

 

By God’s design of grace … no one … no one has to remain on the losing team.  And 

that’s the point that decides whether you’re a bored spectator or an exhausted, but 

thoroughly exhilarated participant.  

 

Q. So which are you? – If you can say this morning … “Well, I just sort of get bored 

with the things of the Lord”, then I can say to you, in agreement with the scriptures … 

“Get off the bench!  God has much more for you!” 

 

 


