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________________________________________________________________ 

Teaching: To keep the context of this incredible book, if you missed either of the last 

two Sundays, I’d encourage you to go to our website and either listen to those studies or 

review the notes when you have a chance.   

 

But for now ... remembering back to last week … John began the introductory portion of 

the seven letters written to seven of the churches in Asia Minor beginning in verse 4 and 

continuing on through the end of the first chapter.    

 

So let’s jump back in where we left off …    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 9: John had been a faithful servant of his Lord for many years and for that … he 

had suffered greatly.  He’d been imprisoned, he’d been treated wrongly and he’d even 

been boiled alive in a cauldron of oil.  He could relate to all that his audience was going 

through. 

 

And … he was not only an apostle … he was the last living apostle.  The respect that the 

churches had for him would have been immeasurable and … the truth is … he could have 

very easily taken advantage of that, but he was clearly not that type of man.   

 

He identifies himself with them … not above them and he demands no titles … not 

“apostle”, not “your imminence”, not “holy one” … just brother John.   

 

He identifies with them in three areas: 

 

1. Tribulation … because he'd suffered just as they currently were.  

 

2. Kingdom … because he was a member of it.  Not a member of a local church, 

but a member of the Kingdom of God just like every other person who’s placed 

their trust in Jesus.   

 

3. Perseverance … because at ninety, plus years of age … he had persevered!  

 

The most recent thing on the long list of things that John had patiently endured, was an 

exile to the penal colony on the tiny Island of Patmos (About 25 miles off the coast of 

Asia Minor).   

 

John had been confined to the island because he just wouldn’t stop declaring the truth 
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about God in his life.  They couldn’t seem to shut him up so they locked him up where, 

they thought, he couldn’t have much impact. 

 

Undeniably ... John was a certified Jesus-Freak.  He’d been warned and he’d been 

punished, but a Jesus Freak like John never stops talking about the One he loves.  

 

And what's funny is that the Romans thought that they were locking John away because 

he wouldn’t stop witnessing of Jesus.  Perhaps John also thought that was the reason for 

his exile … at least initially, but there was a much larger, divine plan that was slowly 

being revealed.   

 

See … the language used here leaves room for the understanding that John was not on 

Patmos because of what he had done for the Lord, but because of what he was about to 

do for Him. 

 

In other words, as John says here that he was on the island “… because of the word of 

God and the testimony of Jesus” he may be saying that he was there by the will of God 

because he was God’s chosen instrument to write the book of Revelation and Patmos 

was just isolated enough for him to be able to do that.   

 

Important for us to remember this when we’re where we don’t necessarily want to be or 

doing what we don’t necessarily want to be doing. 

 

And now John goes on to tell us what happened to him one special day while he was on 

that island …       

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 10-11: Several questions come to my mind as I look at this passage … the first 

two being: 

 

Q. What does he mean by “in the Spirit”? 

 

Q.  And second, what’s meant by “on the Lord’s day”? 

 

Well …people interpret “In the Spirit” in a wide variety of ways: 

 

1. Some believe it to mean that John was supernaturally transported by the Spirit 

to a place where this vision was shown to him.  

 

2. Some associate it exclusively with the day he references… the Lord’s day. 

 

3. And still others … and I would fall into this camp, interpret it as a decision on 

John’s part to simply be in the Lord’s presence.   

 

It’s interesting how we seem to have no trouble saying and understanding the phrase, “In 

the flesh”.  We’ll say “Man, I really got in the flesh over that issue” meaning that we, for 

that moment or hour or week or whatever, that we were walking after the flesh and not 
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after the Spirit.   

 

But when John declares here, just the opposite … that he was “in the Spirit” … that 

somehow becomes difficult to understand.   

 

We can come here for a wide variety of reasons and in the spirit of our choosing.  

Prayerfully some of us come truly seeking the Lord … putting some thought into the 

words that we sing and asking Him what message He has for us.  Asking Him to point 

out the person or people that He would have us speak with and minister to.   

 

And I really believe that that’s all that’s meant by being “in the spirit”.  But for those of 

you, like me, who mourn the fact that you’re too seldom truly “in the Spirit” … 

consider, that in order for John to recognize when he was in the Spirit … he too, must 

have spent some time out of the Spirit and in the flesh.   

 

So John, it would seem, was enjoying a time of fellowship with, and worship of, the 

Lord.  He was having one of those moments when the world fades away and God takes 

center stage in your heart, mind and soul then all of a sudden … he here’s a voice 

speaking to him from behind. 

 

And by the way John’s not telling us that the voice sounded like a trumpet (in fact in 

verse 15, he says that the voice had the quality of rushing water), but here he says that the 

voice had the volume of a trumpet … it was a blasting … booming voice.    

 

And this booming voice instructed John to prepare to write a letter and that this letter was 

then to be sent to these seven specific churches in Asia Minor.   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now as far as what’s meant by “The Lord’s Day”, there are two common 

interpretations: 

 

1. That John was actually transported forward in time to see the fulfillment of the 

prophetic events he writes about.  But to me it seems strange that John would 

already be in the future when the Lord comes to say that He was going to give 

him a glimpse of the future.  Note that it says that it was already “The Lord’s 

Day” when the Lord came to him.   

 

2. The second interpretation is much simpler and I think it’s the correct one and 

that is simply that it was Sunday.   

 

Not the Sabbath, but the first day of the week … the day of the Lord’s 

resurrection (Mark 16:2) and the day we still traditionally gather to worship Him 

(Acts 20:7 & 1st Corinthians 16:2).  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 12-16: Amazing! 

 

Q. Did you notice … that, as the text reads … John did not turn to see the source of 
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this "Booming voice that sounded like rushing water” until after it had finished 

speaking? 

 

He must have frozen when the voice behind Him began … “…Write in a book what 

you see, and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to 

Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea." 

 

That’s a long sentence to listen to as it’s boomed from behind you … and remember, it 

had been more than 50 years since John had heard the audible voice of the Lord, yet there 

must have been something familiar and comforting about it.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Q. I don’t know if you’ve ever thought of it, but doesn’t it seem surprising that the 

chief character of a book that’s 2 inches thick is never physically described?  I mean 

if you were going to write a book about someone … wouldn’t their physical description 

be one of the first things that you’d make note of; “He’s about 6 foot tall, slender at 200 

pounds with a goatee and a bald head.”  Most all of us would write that way … but God 

didn’t.   

 

Q. Tells us something about the difference between our priorities and God’s doesn’t 

it? -- In the whole of scripture we have no physical description of the Lord Jesus other 

than to say that He looked ordinary (Isaiah 53:2) and what we can glean from the gospel 

accounts like the fact that He wore a beard (Isaiah 50:6). 

 

So no details about His physical appearance … that is until we get here to Revelation.  

But John, of course, isn’t describing the Lord’s natural body … but His glorified one. 

 

And how difficult that must have been!  John’s task was to describe something that no 

one had ever seen before.   

 

Imagine trying to describe the color orange to a person born blind … 

 

Q.  How would you go about that? -- Well that’s kinda what John was facing here and 

that’s why he says “Well … it was sort of like …”  The description is one of similes 

because that’s all John could do.  He gazes at the glorified Christ and tells us what it was 

like … 

 

And the first thing he sees is …  

 

1. Seven golden lampstands – and when we get down to verse 20, Jesus says 

that these seven golden lampstands represent the seven churches.   

 

And as a side note … if your Bible translation happens to say 

“candlestick” instead of “lampstand” … don’t let that force an image of 

some sort of candle in your mind.  These were bowls full of oil with a 

wick.   
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And the reason that’s important is that a candle can burn down and burn 

out and then it must be thrown out and replaced, but oil is a renewable 

energy source.  The vessel just needs to be filled up again and then it 

keeps shining brightly. 

 

Important that we remember that as a church … because, of course, “oil” 

always speaks, symbolically, of the Holy Spirit.  So if we’re not receiving 

regular refills from the Holy Spirit of God … in fact, our light does go out.   

 

And the best part; standing in the middle of the lampstands (or the churches), was 

one like a son of man (that is, He had a recognizably human form despite all the 

glorified attributes and qualities). 

 

* Attributes and qualities, by-the-way, that we will be revisiting when we 

study the meat of the letters in chapters 2 & 3 where the Lord Himself 

references them. 

 

2. The second thing that John notes is that this figure was clothed in a robe 

reaching to His feet.   

 

Remember that this is the glorified Christ and that’s pictured in the length of the 

robe He’s wearing.  If He were a laborer His robe would be short or rolled up to 

help free Him up for manual labor (what the Bible refers to as girding the loins).   

 

But in this setting … He’s the ultimate King of kings and Lord of lords and so His 

robe is long and royal.   

 

3. And girded across His chest was a golden sash … 

 

Ex 28:6 "They shall also make the ephod of gold, of blue and purple 

and scarlet material and fine twisted linen, the work of the skillful 

workman. 7 "It shall have two shoulder pieces joined to its two ends, 

that it may be joined. 8 "The skillfully woven band, which is on it, 

shall be like its workmanship, of the same material: of gold, of blue 

and purple and scarlet material and fine twisted linen. 

 

So not just royal, based on the length of His robe, but also priestly as represented 

by the golden sash.   

 

4. And His head and His hair were white like white wool or snow … 

 

White hair, the scriptures calls a crown of glory (Proverbs 16:31 & 

20:29) and in this case, it also reminds us that He is the Ancient of Days 

(Daniel 7:9).  

 

5. And His eyes were like a flame of fire … 
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As 1st Corinthians chapter 3 tells us … Jesus, the judge will test every 

man’s works by fire and that fire is here inferred to as being nothing less 

than His all-knowing gaze.  

 

6. And His feet were like burnished bronze that had been made to glow in a 

furnace … 

 

Brass is the Biblical metal of judgment and so this picture makes me think 

of what the Lord said in Matthew 21:44.  Speaking of Himself, He said 

…  

 

…  he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on 

whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust. 

 

These bronze feet are a picture of His unlimited power in judgment.   

 

7. And His voice was like the sound of many waters … 

 

In John 7:37 Jesus said … If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and 

drink. 

 

It is by the word of the Lord that man’s thirst can be satisfied and Jesus is 

the author and deliverer of that word so His voice here is described as “the 

sound of many waters”.  It quenches like nothing on earth ever will.   

 

8. And in His right hand He held seven stars – as verse 20 explains … the 

seven stars are the seven messengers in the seven churches.  More on that when 

we get that far.   

 

9. And out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword … 

 

Many of you, I know are familiar with Hebrews 4:12, which says …  

 

… the word of God is living and active and sharper than any 

two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul 

and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the 

thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

 

So you might be tempted to relate that passage to the “sword” that 

John describes coming out of the Lord’s mouth, but in fact, the two 

should not be linked in our thinking because … the word used for 

sword in Hebrews 4:12 is machaira (makh'-ahee-rah), but in 

Revelation the word used is rhomphaia (hrom-fah'-yah). 

 

Machaira (makh'-ahee-rah) speaks of a pointed dagger, while … 
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Rhomphaia (hrom-fah'-yah) is a long, broad sabre.   

 

So while the Word of God does indeed carve us up to God’s glory 

… Revelation is the sword of God’s judgment, not the precision 

knife with which He operates on us daily.   

 

10. And His face was like the sun shining in its strength … 

 

To me, one of the most glorious aspects of Heaven is recorded in …  

 

Rev 22:5 And there will no longer be any night; and they will 

not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun , 

because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign 

forever and ever.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now ... setting aside the symbolism for a moment, I wanna encourage you to do 

what John does here; to take in the whole Jesus?  To avoid the temptation to consider 

Christ as one dimensional.   

 

John, we know, grasp this vastness of the Lord because the Jesus that he literally melts 

before here in Revelation is the same Jesus on whose chest He reclined in the gospels. 

 

But honestly we all seem to have a nature that’s prone to compartmentalizing the Lord: 

 

1. Some tend to picture Jesus in the Sunday School tradition of gentleness.   

 

2. Others picture Him as the fire and brimstone God of judgment. 

 

3. Still others picture Him as a historical man who lived and died a very long time 

ago.   

 

4. And others think of Him as the aloof God of the Old Testament. 

 

But stepping back from the specifics of John’s description, what we see is that John says 

that all those things are equally true and that even that … only scratched the surface of 

this Great I AM come to earth! 

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  Over the years, John, I think, had reached two true and vital conclusions: 

 

1.  That Christ is all-sufficient.  He is all you need in all situations and at all times.   

 

2. And that he, John, was completely insufficient.  

 

Now I realize those sound too simple to be profound, but they are vital! 
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Let me share with you Pastor Alexander Maclaren’s opening remarks to his congregation 

of more than100 years ago as he was preparing them for the book of 1
st
 Corinthians: 

 

"An architect is a master builder. He conceives of a building in its totality. 

However, he realizes that his first consideration must be the ground on which it is 

to stand; it must have a solid foundation. Of course, no one can live in a house 

that consists only of its foundation. A superstructure is needed. But without a 

proper foundation the superstructure will not stand.  

 

Paul felt that, if he was to give the Corinthians what they needed, he must refuse 

to give them what they wanted, and while he crossed their wishes he was 

consulting their necessities. . . . In the message of Christ and Him crucified, there 

lies the satisfaction of all that is legitimate in those desires that at first sight it 

seems to thwart. Paul determined to know nothing but Jesus, and to know 

everything in Jesus, and Jesus in everything."  

 

Your life … all of your life ... must rest on the foundation of Christ!  If there are aspects 

of your life that do not … that aspect of your life will damage you.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

You know how it is when you travel … you snack.  And as you snack … you get thirsty 

and so you drink.  

 

So picture it with me … you’re in the passenger seat and you’ve got a cup of hot 

chocolate in a Styrofoam cup.  Up ahead you see the inevitable road construction and the 

road looks rough.  The sign gives the generic warning … "rough road, drop off, bumps” 

… 

 

Q. Now … as you approach that rough section of the road … what do you 

instinctively do with your cup of hot chocolate? – You push it out in front of you so 

that the splashes won’t land on you and stain your clothes. 

 

Q. Well, can you see areas of your life where you do that with your foundation … 

Jesus Christ? Are there aspects of your life that you sort of hang out away from 

Him as the foundation … fearing that it might stain Him if it splashes? 

 

That’s what Pastor Maclaren was talking about when he said … “In the message of 

Christ and Him crucified, there lies the satisfaction of all that is legitimate in those 

desires that at first sight it seems to thwart.” 

 

That’s what John had learned … Jesus is sooooooo much bigger than what we too often 

think.  He can handle those aspects of your life, but you must allow Him to.  Don’t push 

them out away from Him … pull them in and let Him have access to them.  Let Him have 

access to it all.  Let Him judge and forgive and then let Him fix! 

 

 


