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Teaching:  In review … John’s physical body is still on the Island of Patmos where he’s 

been exiled for preaching Jesus, but his spirit has been transported to Heaven for a sneak 

preview.   

 

The book of Revelation is John’s act of obedience to the commandment of Jesus in 

chapter 1, verse 19 when He told John to … 

 

Rev 1:19 "… write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, 

and the things which will take place after these things.   

 

And that’s what the book of Revelation is.  Chapter 1 is what was in John’s day, 

chapters 2 and 3 are what is in our day and chapters 4 and following deal with what 

will be in the days yet to come. 

 

Chapters 4 and 5, as we looked at previously, gave us a glimpse into the Heavenly scene 

through John’s eyes and then in chapter 6, as we saw last week, we get a glimpse of 

what the future of this earth looks like as John was permitted to see God’s judgment upon 

this world beginning to unfold.   

 

Q. So what do these judgments look like? -- Well so far we’ve only looked at the first 

six of 21 waves of God’s judgment.  With each wave of judgment designed to cause 

people to see that there is no hope outside of God.   

 

Think of the plagues which God brought upon the Egyptians in chapters 7 through 11 of 

Exodus and how each plague was followed by an offer from God to relent … to give in 

… to surrender to Him.  And had they done so … God’s wrath would have ceased for 

them.   

 

So let me remind you of the Seal Judgments from last week: 

 

1. The Antichrist is revealed on the white horse. 

 

2. War is brought by the red horse. 

 

3. Famine is brought by the black horse. 

 

4. Death comes to 1/4
th
 of the earth’s population on the ashen horse.   
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5. The systematic and incremental martyrdom of those who get saved during the 

Tribulation Period.   

 

6. Great earthquakes, the sun turns black, the moon turns blood red and objects 

begin falling from the sky.  And men beg to die … but can’t.   

 

7. Which we won’t get to until chapter 8 is the announcement of the second set 

of judgments called the 7 Trumpet judgments. 

 

And one of the challenges that we all face is the temptation to try and explain these 

divine and catastrophic events in ways that are limited to the familiar.  Things like meteor 

showers or high winds or tidal waves … and perhaps those things do explain part of what 

we read here … but we have to also remind ourselves that we’re talking about the wrath 

of the unlimited God.  He can do all things … the known and the unknown.   

 

So we’ll probably never be able to tie all these things up into neat and understandable 

bundles … in terms of the events … or, in some cases, even in terms of the timeline that 

they follow.   

 

So at the end of the day we have to allow our minds to be blown by these truths that we 

don’t fully understand.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now chapter 7 opens up with an intermission.  An interlude between the first six seal 

judgments and the seventh. No doubt, at least in part, it’s a break to provide the 

unrepentant an opportunity to reflect.   

 

But as we’ll see … this interlude also has another purpose …  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 1: Complete calm and total stillness curtesy of these four angels. 

 

One in the North, one in the South, one in the East and one in the West … each appointed 

by God to hold back the wind.  No wind from any direction is allowed. 

 

Q. What kind of power do you think it take to hold back the winds? – Again … these 

aren’t fluffy little baby girls with wings … these are mighty beings … empowered by 

God to do His will … even if that means holding back the winds.   

 

But the word that’s used here seems to indicate that this feat actually tasks their power.   

 

It’s krateo (krat-eh'-o) and it means to retain by a tight grip.  It required a genuine 

exertion of angel strength to do this, but again … they’re holding back the wind! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 2-3:  So now a fifth angel … rising in the east and again with an assignment of 

restraint.   
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God’s wrath was not to be unleashed again until each of His servants had been sealed for 

identification and protection.  But not just any bond-servants as we’ll see … these are His 

Jewish bond-servants.   

 

Q. And how will He seal them? – I have no idea!  We know it’s some sort of a mark of 

God and it protects them from the effects of His wrath, but beyond that, we really can’t 

say for certain.   

 

But for those of you who are interested you can go back and read a seemingly related 

story in Ezekiel chapter 9.  It’s the story of a man who was commissioned to go through 

a city that had been condemned and he was to mark the protected with ink on their 

foreheads (like a tattoo I suppose).   

 

And as you study that account you’ll discover that he was to mark them with the Hebrew 

letter tav [tau], which in Ezekiel’s day was shaped like the cross of Christ.   

 

But still, we really can’t say for certain what this seal on the 144,000 will look like, but 

we do know that it will effectively seal this groups against the rain of God’s wrath; the 

famine and the drought and the scorching heat and fire … they have no effect on this 

group.    

 

They are very supernaturally protected just has God has so faithfully done throughout the 

history of this little nation. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 4-8:  

 

Q.  Now let me asked you … when it says here that these 144,000 are of the sons of 

Israel … what do you suppose that means? 

 

Q. And when it says that God sealed 12,000 from each of these Jewish tribes to make 

a total of 144,000 Jewish servants … do you think that really means that God sealed 

12,000 from each of these Jewish tribes to make a total of 144,000 Jewish servants? 

 

Excellent!  I’m glad we agree on that, because unfortunately there are a number of groups 

that don’t see it that way.  There are those who claim that they are the 144,000 … and 

they don’t let the facts get in the way of their claim.   

 

The Jehovah’s witnesses have always claimed to be the 144,000.  Herbert Armstrong’s 

Worldwide Church of God claimed to be the 144,000.  The Seventh Day Adventists also 

claim to be the 144,000.  Brigham Young claimed that the Mormon Church was the 

144,000 as do some within the hyper-charismatic movement of today.  

 

Now for those of you who are wondering how the math on this works and why we don’t 

see the tribes of Dan and Ephraim listed here, I’ve provided you with a bulletin insert 

that should answer those questions and address some other peculiarities of this list for 

you.  
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Q. But the question comes up … why are the Jews on earth during the Tribulation 

anyway? 

 

We know they’re Jewish … chosen of God, but we also know they’ve never accepted 

Jesus as their Lord. 

 

Q. So what’s God’s purpose for these 144,000 during the Tribulation? – It seems to 

be that of a witness.   

 

If you get a chance, go back and read Matthew chapter 24 in its entirety because it sheds 

light on many of these issues, but for now, let me share with you just this one verse …   

 

Matt 24:14 "This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world 

as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.   

 

Despite the preachers who use this verse to try and compel people to get out there and 

share Jesus and to go to faraway lands as missionaries … saying that Jesus can’t return 

until everyone has heard … this passage is not speaking to us, nor is it referring to the 

Age of Grace in which we live, but rather it’s speaking of the 144,000 Jews during the 

Tribulation Period.  They will be His witnesses to the outer most edges of the earth.   

 

Now I want to give you some perspective here as you consider this group of 144,000 

because the number sounds very large – at least it does to me, but let’s do it this way … 

 

Come back to the church age and imagine that there are only 1,000 people on all the earth 

… and then we can do the numbers by religious affiliation with a more manageable 

number of zeros.   

 

So if there were 1,000 people on the earth before the Rapture … 329 of the 1,000 would 

be Christians (or would self-identify that way in the poles).  So those 329 (give or take a 

few) would be raptured … they’re gone.   

 

That leaves 671 people on earth.  Of them, 178 would be Muslims, 167 would call 

themselves non-religious, 132 would be Hindu, 60 would be Buddhists, 45 atheists, and 

86 would be divided amongst the various cults.   

 

Q. Anyone think this sounds like any easy group to minister to? – No, but this is the 

group that the Jews will inherit as their mission field. 

 

Q. How many Jews? – Well in our little example there would be a grand total of 3!  One 

Jewish witness for every 325 committed heathens.  Good luck! 

 

And yet how perfect God’s plan is.  Those who had once rejected Jesus as the Messiah … 

come to salvation and are then used mightily to minister to those who are still rejecting 

Him.   
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They’re perfectly equipped.  144,000, kosher Billy Grahams.  God’s Delta Force.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 9: John again lifts his eyes up to see the Heavenly scene and as he does so … a 

group of people are before the throne that were not there at the end of chapter 4.       

 

But let’s read on …  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 10: This whole scene should really remind us of the account in the gospels that we 

call the Triumphal Entry.  That Friday when Jesus road into Jerusalem on the back of a 

donkey and the crowds lined the roadway, waving their Palm branches and shouting 

“Hosanna!” or salvation … save us now Lord (Matthew 21).    

 

So, the church is represented by the Twenty Four Elders seated round about the throne of 

God and the 144,000 Jews are on earth carrying on God’s mission of witness there …  

 

Q. So who are these people then? – The great multitude.  People beyond number from 

every tribe and tongue and nation standing before the Lord in Heaven.   

 

Well … look back with me please to the last verse of chapter 6.  As John was watching 

the events on earth and the Sixth seal was broken … the unrepentant men of the earth 

cried out a very important question … they said … 

 

Rev 6:17 “… the great day of … [God’s] wrath has come … who is able to 

stand?" 

 

Q. Who is able to stand? – Well … this group is able to stand … in the very presence of 

God no less.   

 

These are the martyrs that John saw under the altar in chapter 6.   

 

Q. And do you remember why they were under the altar … what were they waiting 

for? -- By the command of God (Chapter 6, verse 11), they were told to wait there until 

the appointed number of converts had been put to death during the Tribulation.   

 

So as the spirits of their brothers and sisters join them under the altar of sacrifice … 

finally the last one comes and their time of waiting, as a group, is over and they’re now 

standing before the throne of God.    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 11-12: Worship is a constant in this Heavenly scene.  Not only the innumerable 

throng of adoring angels, but the entire raptured church and now the great multitude of 

Tribulation Saints … all rockin’ the ceiling of Heaven with choruses of praise. 

 

You may remember from chapter 5 when worship broke out because the Lamb was 

found worthy to redeem the world. 
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Q. But what caused the outbreak of worship that we see in these verses? – The Bible 

tells us that even today, all the angels of Heaven rejoice when even one sinner repents 

and comes to salvation through Jesus Christ (Luke 15:7). 

 

Q. So can you imagine the joy that would overtake Heaven at the salvation of this 

multitude clothed in white?   This is one very happy scene that John’s witnessing.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 13-15: That’s some blood!  It has bleaching power.  They wash their robes in the 

blood of the Lamb and they come out pure and spotless.  His blood makes the impure … 

pure … the unrighteous … righteous.   

 

And that’s the difference between the gospel of Jesus and every other religion and writing 

and message.  There are a lot of things that might make you feel good, but there is only 

one that will make you pure.   

 

Now for you deep thinkers … it is possible that there is a distinction made between those 

who come to salvation before the Rapture and those who come to salvation after.  And 

we may be seeing some indication of that here. 

 

Note with me that the church (those saved before the Rapture) are represented here by the 

24 elders and they’re seated all around the throne of God, but the Tribulation Saints, 

we’re told, are standing.  We see the church worshipping God in song, while the 

Tribulation Saints worship Him in service day and night it says.     

 

Now … it’s also possible … and I think more likely … that this is not speaking of the 

Heavenly eternity, but rather of the Millennial Reign.  And that the church will reign with 

Jesus during that season, but the Tribulation Saints will serve Him.   

 

Q. Why do I believe that? -- 

 

1. Because there’s a physical temple. Verse 15 tells us, that that’s where these 

Tribulation Satins will serve Him and yet Hebrews 8 and Revelation 21 tell us 

that Heaven is one giant temple.  But during the Millennial Reign, the temple will 

be re-erected in Jerusalem. 

 

2. Because in Heaven there will be no day and no night (Revelation 21 & 22) and 

yet that time reference is attached to the service of these saints. 

 

Others have made a good case that rather than Heaven or the Millennial Reign that this is 

talking about the New Jerusalem, but again … I’ll leave that for those of you who want a 

little more to think about.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 16-17: Their time of pain and suffering was over and God was there to wipe away 

the tears of this life.   

 

In some ancient cultures, it was customary to bury the deceased with a lachrymatory 
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which is a small bottle used to collect the tears of those who mourn.  So it was a way of 

honoring the dead.  The tears of the mourners spoke to how much the deceased would be 

missed.  

 

 So that little bottle … the lachrymatory would be placed in the tomb along with the body 

and that seems to be what King David had in mind when he said in Psalm 56 that he was 

comforted by the fact that God was collecting his tears in a bottle.   

 

I’m more comforted by the fact that we will never mourn alone.  That God’s aware of 

every single tear that’s ever rolled down your cheek … every one. 

 

But what’s even more comforting is this promise … that He will one day wipe away 

every tear from our eyes.   

 

Throughout this life there will be a number of people who will wipe away tears from our 

eyes.  When we’re young … it’s often a parent.  As we grow … maybe a spouse or a 

close friend.   

 

But the truth is that in this life … wiping away a tear … only seems to make room for the 

next one, but when God wipes it away … it will be, not only a wiping away, but a wiping 

out.  And it will be God’s joy and delight to wipe away that very last tear from each eye.   

 

The story is told of an elderly couple who had it right … who understood.  They’d 

been married for many, many years and had loved and served the Lord faithfully.  

They’d shared the greatest of times and the deepest of hurts.   

 

The elderly woman was terminal.  She was on her death bed and very near to 

drawing her last breath.  They were sharing their last moments of this life together 

in conversation and reflection and as they locked eyes, a large tear welled up in 

the corner of her eye.  And sensing that she was leaving him, as he wiped that tear 

from her wrinkled cheek he simply squeezed her hand and whispered “Thank 

God, that’s the very last one.” 

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: “Who can stand before the God of the Universe” … they ask at the end of 

chapter 6.  The answer is … everyone who is first willing to bow before Him.   

 


