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Teaching:  If you’ve been here with us, then you know that we’ve begun wading through 

the details of the Seven Year period of Tribulation here on earth.   

 

So far we’ve looked at six of the Seven Seal Judgments and the Interlude that follows 

them.  All of which covers about the first 3 and ½ years of the Tribulation.   

 

The Seven Seal Judgments:  (Revelation 6:1 - 8:6) 

 

  1. The Antichrist revealed on the white horse. 

  2. War brought by the red horse. 

  3. Famine brought by the black horse. 

  4. Death to 1/4
th
 of the earth’s population from the ashen horse.   

  5. Martyr’s Prayer for revenge. 

6. Great earthquakes, sun turned black and moon turned red.  Stars 

    fall.  Men beg to die because of the fear and associated 

    emotional pain, but they can not. 

 

Then between the sixth and seventh Seal judgments, there’s an interlude during 

which 144,000 Jewish servants of God are supernaturally sealed to protect them 

(Revelation 7). 

 

7. The announcement of the 7 Trumpet judgments. 

 

Which brings us to chapter 8 as we pick up our study this morning … 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter 8, verse 1: Now … to fully appreciate this, we need to realize two things: 

 

1. Up to this point there’s been ear-shattering worship in Heaven.  Chapter 4 

describes the lyre and the harp and the tambourine and a multitude of overjoyed 

worshippers.  So the scene’s been very loud … until now. 

 

2. The text doesn’t just say that there was no worshipping or talking for 30 

minutes … it says it was silent for 30 minutes.  No sound … no movement, no 

rustling … nothing …. 

 

Q. But for those of you with an inquiring mind … why is there 30 minutes of 

silence? – Well … I really don’t know, but one theory that makes a lot of sense, at least 
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to me, is that this 30 minutes of silence marks the final 30 minutes of the Age of Grace.   

 

Remember the BIG picture … we know that the first 3 and ½ years of the Seven Year 

Tribulation are horrible … we’ve looked at that … but really … they’re mild, compared 

to the last 3 and ½ years.  So it’s been proposed, and the case can be made, that the first 3 

and ½ years are merely the unrestrained consequence of man’s corruption.   

 

As the Rapture takes place and the church as well as the Holy Spirit of God are removed 

from their restraining and preserving roles … then the due consequence of man’s evil 

comes upon him.  

 

But in the final 3 and ½ years, it’s no longer just the consequences of evil … but the 

wrath of God unleashed.   

 

So … maybe this is the Heavenly Congregation falling silent as the final 30 minutes of 

the Age of Grace tic away.   

 

The story’s told of Robert Ingersoll, an attorney and one of the country’s most 

outspoken agnostics of a century ago.  He was famous for his public blasphemies 

against God because in that day, such words carried great shock value and he fed 

on that.   

 

So on one occasion, with a large crowd in attendance, Mr. Ingersoll began to rant 

about the God that he said didn’t exist.  And at the crescendo he shouted “There 

is NO God.  And if there is … may He strike me dead … and I will give Him 5 

minutes to do it.” 

 

The crowd fell quiet and all eyes were fixed … just waiting to see what would 

happen.   Finally as time expired, Mr. Ingersoll slammed his fist down defiantly 

and repeated “There is NO God and I’ve proven it!” 

 

After the meeting as the little groups began to form and the event was being 

discussed, one young man said to those around him “Boy, Mr. Ingersoll sure did 

prove something today, didn’t he?”  A Christian girl next to him responded … 

“Yes, he did.  He proved that not even the vilest and most rebellious blasphemer 

among us can exhaust the grace of God in 5 minutes.”  

 

Man’s had six thousand years of grace, but perhaps we’re seeing here what the final 30 

minutes of this age will be like as this heavenly congregation takes its cue from the 

Father who’s no doubt hanging His head in the deepest of sorrow.   

 

The Age of Grace now completed.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 2: So the seventh seal is broken and the events corresponding to that begin to 

unfold.   
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And seven specific angels are said to be responsible for these Seven Trumpet Judgments.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 3-4: Now another angel comes on the scene and he’s described as carrying on the 

priestly duty of bringing the prayers of the saints before the throne of God.   

 

And this smoke, we’re told, represents, if not literally contains, the prayers of those 

saints.  And if their prayers are in keeping with the model given to us by Jesus … 

 

Matt 6:10 'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in 

heaven. 

 

… then the events that follow are God’s answer to that prayer … as sin is judged on earth 

… God’s will is done.   

 

In the book of Job, the question is asked … 

 

Job 21:15 'Who is the Almighty, that we should serve Him, And what would 

we gain if we entreat Him?'  

 

Or, in other words … “What good does it do to pray to Him?” 

 

And then in the book of 2 Thessalonians, Paul says … 

 

2 Thess 1:6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those 

who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well 

when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in 

flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to 

those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  

 

God answers prayer! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 5-7: The First Trumpet Judgment! 

 

Q. So some sort of fiery balls are pelting the earth … some sort of meteor shower or 

asteroids … who knows? – And remember that this was preceded by 3 ½ years of 

drought … so the earth is like dry kindling.   

 

And based on the reality of that … some of us owe Al Gore an apology!  He’s been right 

all along … global warming IS coming! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 8-9:  The Second Trumpet Judgment! This would amount to roughly 12,000 

ships and an estimated 140,000 lives lost at sea.   

 

But no doubt far more destruction than that will take place on land due to the tidal waves 

that would be produced by this mountain falling into the sea.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 4 

Verses 10-11: The Third Trumpet Judgment! Wormwood is like Hemlock.  It’s bitter 

to the taste and very poisonous to the body.  And the left-behind world loses 1/3 of its 

fresh water supply to it.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 12: The Fourth Trumpet Judgment! Again … our minds wonder what form 

these events will take as we search for some known phenomenon that could explain them.   

 

Some have proposed supernatural eclipses, others say it’ll be caused by a sand storm … 

others say volcanic ash, but at the end of the day … we must simply choose to believe 

what we cannot fully understand.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 13:  Some translations say that this is an angel flying through the air and shouting 

out these “woes” … while other translations, like mine, tell us that it’s an eagle. 

 

Q. Why the difference? – Because the word used here is not the more familiar word for 

angel which is aggelos (ang'-el-os), and means, a messenger of God’s word.   

 

Here John tells us that he saw an aetos (ah-et-os'), which literally means something that 

moves through the air like breath.   

 

But no matter what this thing is … its pronouncement is sobering; “Woe, woe, woe” 

 

All the horrible stuff that’s come upon the earth with the first four Trumpets is about to 

be trumped by the last three … woe, woe, woe … to those who remain on earth! 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter 9, verse 1: The Fifth Trumpet Judgment!  Notice that John writes of the fall 

of this star in the past tense.    So … this is a star that had fallen … not a falling star.  

 

Q. And who is this star? – Satan.  

 

Isaiah the prophet, speaking God’s words says of Satan … 

 

Isa 14:12 "How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of 

the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth …  

 

And this whole “bottomless pit” thing … it’s another part of John’s vision that makes our 

heads spin … 

 

Q. Where’s this door that leads to a bottomless pit?  And how can a pit be 

bottomless anyway? – Well many believe that this “pit” may truly be at the center of the 

earth.  Because of the rotation of the earth … anything inside a cavity at the center of it 

would never touch bottom.  They’d be in a perpetual fall.   

 

Q.  And if that’s so … is it possible that there’s a crevice somewhere on this planet 

that leads to this jail cell for demons? – 
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And interestingly … although countless demons roam this earth doing Satan’s bidding 

today … some demons are already confined to this bottomless pit.   

 

As Peter says in his second letter … 

 

2 Peter 2:4 For … God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them 

into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment  

 

And in … 

 

Jude 6 And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their 

proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment 

of the great day  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 2-3: So Satan unlocks the door to this pit and dark smoke began to billow out.  

And following that … these evil, flying creatures … which I believe are released demons.  

 

Satan, I believe, thought he was getting one over on God by setting his little demons free 

… but as always, he’s actually being used by God for divine purposes.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 4: Obviously, some time has elapsed because back in verse 7 of the previous 

chapter as the First Trumpet sounded, we were told that all the green grass was burned 

up, but enough time has obviously elapsed for it to grow back because these creatures are 

here commanded not to eat the grass.   

 

So these locus-like things are commanded not to do what locus do … not to feed upon the 

green things, but rather to feed upon those left behind after the redeemed are raptured and 

the 144,000 Jewish servants are sealed as we studied back in chapter 7.  

 

All of which really sounds horrible, but read on …  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 5-6: So for 5 months these demonic creatures torture the unsealed.   

 

And torture is one thing, but torture without the hope of death is a whole new level.  And 

these demonic creatures must have the power to kill … otherwise there’d be no need for 

God to command them not to.  

 

This is a very literal foretaste of Hell for those who’ve resisted God up to this point.  

Suicide will be impossible.  Shoot yourself and you’ll get all the pain, but still won’t die.  

You’ll just walk around with a hole in your head.  Jump off a skyscraper and you’ll lay 

there in a puddle of yourself and not die.   

 

Fights and wars and violent crimes will be more common than ever before, but no one 

will escape their pain through death.   

 

Q.  Can you imagine the things you’d see in any public setting? --  
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Q. Why would God do something so horrible? – To give the unrepentant a five month 

long taste of the eternity that awaits them unless they turn to Him.  He sends this horror 

upon them to compel them … to save them! 

 

That’s why these demons aren’t allowed to kill anyone.  Because to die in an unrepentant 

state is the end of all hope, but our God is very long-suffering.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 7-12: Many well versed men and women see in this … a swarm of military 

helicopters, but personally I think John gives us a pretty clear description of these things.  

And I believe they’re hideous little demons.   

 

If you wanna give yourself a little perspective on this … think of it this way …  

 

Q. What kind of an impact would it have upon this world if this afternoon, every 

prison door in the world was flung open and every murderer and rapist and thief 

that’s currently behind bars was released? – That would mean that more than 9 million 

really bad people would be turned lose to do their thing.   

 

But remember that in this Tribulation account, we’re talking about a countless number of 

super bad and supernaturally empowered demons being turned loose to do the bidding of 

Abaddon or Appolyon … better known as Satan.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 13-15: The Sixth Trumpet Judgment!  Four very powerful angels … poised 

somewhere in Mesopotamia waiting for this moment … and a third of mankind dies. 

 

So do the math with me … in chapter 6 (verses 7-8), we saw that somewhere in the 

neighborhood of one billion people were killed in judgment, which if you start with 7 

billion … rapture 2 billion and then kill one more billion … brings you down to 4 billion 

people left on the earth. 

 

So here we see another 1.3 billion being killed which leaves 2.7 billion … minus the 

150,000 or so who were killed by the tidal waves of the Second Trumpet (Revelation 

8:8).    

 

The survivors have to be feeling a little vulnerable and more importantly … looking for 

answers.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 16-17: A sizable and unified army. 

 

Q. Is it a literal army or a supernatural one? – You can join the debate, but we’ll only 

know that answer when God brings it to pass.    Certainly John could be describing some 

modern day machinery of war, but who knows.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 18-21: And the numbers continue to decline!   
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As we consider this list of five things that man holds on to … the five things that remain 

steadfastly between God and man, I wanna draw your attention to two words in verse 21; 

“sorcery” and “immorality”.   

 

Let me show you these words in the original language and from there you can make up 

your own mind about what exactly they mean …   

 

1.  Pharmakeus (far-mak-yoos') … from which we get the English word 

“pharmacy”, which literally means a drug, a spell-giving potion, a druggist or a 

poisoner. 

 

2.  

 

Q. And this next one should sound equally familiar … porneia (por-ni'-ah), 

from which we, of course, get the English word? … Pornography, meaning 

harlotry, indecency, adultery and incest.  

 

Man continues to worship his possessions … 

Continues in his violent, animalistic ways.    

Continues to consume mind-altering chemicals of all sorts … 

Continues to indulge the flesh sexually and … 

Continues in his greed and gain with no regard for right and 

wrong.   

 

So again we see the truth of the scriptures come to bear here …  

 

Rom 2:4 … do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance 

and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance? 

5 But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing 

up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 

judgment of God 

 

As of today, God continues to shower this world with His kindness, but the end is 

coming.   

 

There’s so much comfort and assurance for us as believers.  We need not fear.   

 

Yes Satan and his demons are horrible and powerful beings, but if you’re a believer … 

you don’t need to worry.  Because, in a  nutshell … our dad can beat up their dad on His 

worst day! 

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  Paul said … 

 

2 Cor 5:11 Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord , we persuade men … 

KJV 
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The late Vance Havner, known for his bold speech once said …  

 

“The real test of how much we believe prophetic truth is what we’re doing to 

warn people to flee from the wrath to come. To believe the solemn truths of 

prophecy and then make our way complacently through a world of sin and shame, 

is not merely unfortunate … it is criminal.” 

 

Your opportunity … my opportunity to warn those God’s assigned to us is now.  If you 

believe that this book is truth … tell people … warn people … love people! 

 


