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Revelation 

Chapter 11:1-14 
“Interlude Take IIb” 

*All scripture references are from the NASU unless otherwise noted* 

 

Calvary Chapel Fellowship of Enid 

Matthew W. Thoms, Pastor/Teacher 

May 2017 
 

10:00 -10:05 Announcements & Prayer 

10:06-10:26 Praise & Worship 
10:27-11:15 Teaching 
11:16-11:20 Praise & Worship 

11:21 Dismiss or Other Function 
 

Announcement:  

________________________________________________________________ 

Teaching:  In this prophetic vision the Apostle John’s receiving, the church has been 

raptured and the Tribulation has begun on earth while the church is enjoying a seven year 

honeymoon with our Bridegroom in Heaven.   

 

The Holy Spirit has ceased to function as a restrainer and protector on earth allowing the 

full consequence of man’s sin to unfold and three waves of God’s Tribulation persuasion 

are well underway: 

 

1. The first wave of horror on earth known as the Seven Scroll Judgments is over 

… including a break between the 6
th
 and 7

th
 Seals in which God seals 144,000 

Jewish witnesses who will occupy themselves with the salvation of as many as 

will turn to the Lord. 

 

2. After that comes the wave of horror known as the Seven Trumpet Judgments.  

Again a break between the 6
th
 and 7

th
 Trumpets is decreed and as we approach 

chapter 11 this morning, we’ll be looking at the second half of that pause in the 

action. 

 

And the focus of this pause, as we’ll see, is God’s witnesses to the Jewish nation.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

But first … a little necessary background information regarding the structure known as 

the Tabernacle.  That portable place of worship designed by God and carried by the Jews 

during their 40 years of wilderness wondering (Exodus 25-40).   

 

But the Tabernacle was just a shadowy picture of the structure that would follow it … the 

Temple that would be built after the Hebrews actually came into the Promised Land.   

 

Now the Tabernacle did provide a rough blueprint for the construction of the Temple, just 

built to be a bit more permanent.    
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The Temple being constructed of stone and precious metals rather than wood and cloth 

like the Tabernacle and almost double its size.  The Temple was also different in that it 

was surrounded by a much larger court known as the Outer Court (2nd Chronicles 4:9 & 

1st Kings 7:9-10).   

 

Now I bring that up because the history, construction, location, dimensions and future of 

this Temple in Jerusalem are all very important to this morning’s study as well as several 

that are coming up over the next few weeks.  

 

1. The first temple (as is true of all the Temples), was built on Mount Moriah 

which makes up the Eastern peak of the city of Jerusalem.  It was constructed by 

King Solomon, dedicated in 967 BC (1st Kings 6:1) and destroyed by 586 BC.  

 

2. The Second Temple that was built by Zerubbabel in 516 BC and stood until 

about 60 BC.  

 

3. The Third Temple, known as Herod’s Temple, was larger than the original, but 

not as grand in expense.  It wasn’t completed until 64 AD and destroyed by the 

Roman General Titus in 70 AD.  

 

4. But the prophet Ezekiel gives us a brief description of a yet future Temple … a 

Fourth Temple in Jerusalem and in the text of Ezekiel 42, we’re given a couple of 

important pieces of information about that Temple  

 

a. First, that the Outer Court of this future Temple will be aligned north 

and south.  

 

b. And second … that the wall between the Temple and the Outer Court 

will separate what is holy from what is profane (verse 20).  

 

5. And, by the way, Ezekiel also tells us that the Temple used during the 

Tribulation Period will not be the final Temple.  That there will be a fifth Temple 

… one erected by the Lord Himself during the Millennial Reign.   

 

Q.  So the Jews haven’t had a Temple since 70 AD … why? – Well, from the time of 

the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD until 1967, they didn’t have sovereignty over that land and 

so didn’t have the authority to rebuild the Temple.  Then in 1967, Israel took on the 

combined Arab forces of Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Tunisia, 

Morocco and Algeria … and won … what’s known as the Six Day War.   

But the Temple Mount that they reclaimed was then occupied by the structure known as 

the Dome of Omar or more commonly … the Dome of the Rock.   

An Islamic mosque erected in the 6
th

 century, making it the oldest Islamic shrine on the 

planet … and revered by Muslims as one of the most holy sites in their faith.   
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Challenge that … and Israel would have a lot more to contend with that just nine Islamic 

nations … they’d have the world on them and they know it.   

 

So now with all that in tow … let’s get started …  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 1: So at this time … the Temple’s been rebuilt and worship has resumed.   

 

Even now there are a number of Jewish Groups who are solely dedicated to the 

rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem.  Some of them are conciliatory and some are 

radical … even advocating a violent destruction of the mosque that now occupies their 

planned building site.   

 

Q. So when will the Temple actually be rebuilt? – We can’t be certain, but more than 

likely it will be after the Antichrist ascends to power since Daniel chapter 9, verse 7,  

tells us prophetically, that he will solidify his place on the world’s political stage by 

brokering a peace treaty between Israel and all her enemies.  A peace treaty that will 

eventually be broken by the one who brokered it in the first place… the Antichrist 

himself.   

 

But in any case … here’s the rebuilt Temple, standing on Temple Mount in Jerusalem 

and John is instructed to measure it … but … not all of it … 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 2:  For three and a half years the nations (or heathens), will occupy and defile the 

Outer Court of the Temple.     

 

Q.  How’s that going to happen? – Really it already has!   

 

Let me show you some research pictures from the work of a non-religious, Jewish scholar 

by the name of Dr. Asher Kaufman; a professor of both physics and history at the 

Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 

 

But Dr. Kaufman along with his colleagues have reached some very interesting 

conclusions (that you can read all about at his website), based upon many passages of 

scripture, historical records, archeological evidences, measurements and calculations, but 

the real bases of Dr. Kaufman’s conclusions is the East Gate of the city of Jerusalem 

because he and many others believe it to be the most reliable marker of the original 

Temple location that we have.   

 

Q. So what are his conclusions and how are they relevant to this study? – 322 feet 

north of the center of Islam’s Dome of the Rock is a small, elevated rock outcropping 

where the Muslims claim their founder, Mohamed ascended from, and returned to, when 

his god took him to heaven to give him the Quran.   

 

And because of its alignment with the Eastern Gate, Dr. Kaufman claims that 

outcropping to be the original location of the Ark of the Covenant within the Holy of 

Holies in the original temple.   
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Many centuries ago, the Muslims enclosed it inside of a small building that they, very 

interestingly, named the Dome of the Spirits and Tablets.   

 

The Spirit of God … sounds like the Holy of Holies.  And the Tablets of the Law 

… sounds like the Ark of the Covenant.   

 

Now the Eastern Gate that we see today is, of course, not the original.  This one was built 

some 13 to 15 hundred years ago and sealed up by the Muslims in the 16
th
 century to try 

to prevent Jesus from returning through it.   

 

But archeologists have found the ruins of, at least, one more gate underneath it so it’s 

original location is pretty well established and agreed upon.    

 

Q. So what would this look like then? – The Muslims get their Dome of the Rock and 

the Jews get their Temple … with a wall separating what is holy from what is profane.   

 

The other thing to think about is that, as you know, today’s political climate is very 

intolerant of right and wrong.  The land belongs to the Jews … that’s right.  But the 

chance that the world would stand up for what’s right and oversee the destruction of the 

Dome of the Rock and rebuilding the Temple is very, very low.   

 

Much more likely … is a compromise.  An agreement to share.  And I think God’s Word 

prophecies that compromise right here.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 3: So God raises up two witnesses, not sharply dressed, but powerful.  And their 

primary purpose is to witness to the Jews.  Drawing them back into the relationship with 

the Lord and again using them as His primary tool on this earth.   

 

Which brings us to another piece of background information that’s important to our 

understanding.   

 

That being … God ordained, what He calls, a 70 week relationship with the Jewish nation 

in Daniel chapter 9.  Seventy seasons of seven.   

 

And the first 69 of those seasons began ticking away just as Daniel prophesied, when the 

commandment went forth from King Artaxerxes to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem.   

 

When that commandment was issued … Daniel’s prophetic clock began ticking.  And it 

ticked away for 483 years (69 weeks), until Good Friday … the day the Lord Jesus rode 

into Jerusalem to offer Himself as a sacrifice for all of us and for the first time, open up 

the Kingdom of God to the Gentile nations.   

 

At that point the prophetic clock was placed on hold.   

 

The clock stopped and we entered what we call the Time of the Gentiles or the Age of 
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Grace or the Church Age.  And we’re still living in that time.  The clock is still stopped. 

 

And the Lord continues to use this pause to work through His Holy Spirit … drawing out 

a group of people from amongst the nations to serve and represent Him … the group we 

call the church.   

 

Q. So when will this prophetic clock start again? – With the Rapture of the church.   

 

As I said, the Lord ordained 70 weeks for this special relationship with the Jews.  The 

first 69 weeks have passed and we are closing in on the kick off to the 70
th
 week.  The 

seven year period of time that we’ve been looking at called the Tribulation.  That’s 

Daniel’s 70
th

 week.   

 

So these Two Witnesses will serve the Lord for 1,260 days or 3 and ½ years based on the 

Jewish calendar.     

 

Now I need to remind you that Daniel prophesied that a world leader would come upon 

the scene and would make a peace treaty in the Middle East and as a part of that treaty, 

would reestablish the Jewish rights of animal sacrifice.  A practice that, of course, 

requires a Temple.   

 

And in 2nd Thessalonians Chapter 2, the Apostle Paul says of the Antichrist … he …  

 

2 Thess 2:4 … opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object 

of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself 

as being God.  

 

So the Antichrist will make this treaty and then he’ll break it by setting himself on the 

Temple Throne and demanding the worship of the people.   

 

Remember that as we consider the question of … 

Q.  Who these Two Witnesses are? – Because we’re given a very strong clue in the last 

verse of the Old Testament.  Go to … 

Mal 4:5 "Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the 

coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD. 

 

That Great and Terrible Day, as we will see, begins on the day the Antichrist breaks the 

peace treaty with Israel by defiling the Temple.  

 

Q. And what does it say there in Malachi? – Elijah must come first.   

 

So one of these two witnesses is the fulfillment of this prophecy … the Old Testament 

man of God and prophet, Elijah.   
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Q. So who’s the second witness? – Well, I believe he’s Moses, but his identity is 

admittedly less certain than Elijah’s so rather than go over all the possibilities here this 

morning, I put together a talking-paper of sorts and if you want, you can pick one of 

those up off the back table.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 4: This is another topic that you can look at on your own in Zechariah Chapter 4 

which helps explain this reference to these Two Witnesses as two olive trees and two 

lampstands.   

 

Essentially what it’s telling us is that the witness of these two guys is chiefly aimed at the 

Jews.    

 

But, for now … let’s go on …  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 5-6:  Again … I’d refer you to the supplemental information on the talking-paper 

we put on the back table.    

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 7: So here we’re introduced to The Beast.  He comes up from the bottomless pit … 

the Abyss.  The same pit where the stinging locus came from.   Much more to come on 

this powerful Beast in chapter 17.   

 

But for now, what I want to draw your attention to is that, powerful though he may be … 

he is fully restrained by God.   

 

The text says here that God’s Witnesses did their job for 1,260 days just as God had 

appointed them to do and then the Beast was allowed to kill them.  Not a moment too 

soon nor a moment too late.   

 

That means that there is no such thing as the untimely death of one of God’s 

kids.  Only death in God’s timing.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 8: The city where Jesus was crucified, of course, makes this Jerusalem.  So it’s on 

one of that city’s streets that the bodies of these two witnesses are discarded like common 

trash on display.   

 
Sodom, of course was famous for its immorality and Egypt for its idolatry so this spiritual 

name tells us about the spiritual condition of this Great City in the days of the Two 

Witnesses.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 9-10: As the whole world flips on CNN and watches the bodies of these witnesses 

decay in the street … they’ll enjoy those images so much that they won’t allow them to 

be buried.  They wanna keep looking at ‘em and celebration.   

 

For three and a half years these two witnesses had been telling an unrepentant world to 

repent.  No telling how many would-be assassins had been consumed by the fire of their 

mouth so it’s understandable why the world goes into party mode with they die.   
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But watch what happens … all the major news channels are there.  They’re filming the 

decay of these bodies as people come by and kick them and spit on them and people all 

over the world are tuned in and eating popcorn.   

 

They zoom in for a close up of Elijah’s face … maybe wanting to show the maggots or 

something, but just as they focus that tight shot …  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 11-13: A personal, two-man rapture!  So ya … I’ll bet there was great fear.  

 

Not only did decaying human beings jump to their feet, but then a voice booms from 

Heaven and calls them upward.   

 

And the whole event is capped off with a major earthquake and the death of another 

7,000 people.  Which makes for quite an exclamation point! 

 

And some … repent.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 14:  

 

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  Q. Where do you want to be when this happens?  Where do you want 

your relatives and neighbors and co-workers and acquaintances to be when this 

happens? – Witnessing is not just something we do … like these two men … it’s 

something we are.   

 

It can’t be merely words that we speak … it must be a life that we live.   

 

The Psalmist says … Lord …  

 

Ps 90:12 … teach us to number our days, That we may present to You a 

heart of wisdom.  

 

Q. We may not know how many days we have remaining in this life, but there’s 

certainly wisdom in acknowledging that our days are indeed numbered? – Each of us 

will die right on time according to God’s perfect plan.  

 

I pray that truth fills you with comfort and not fear.  But I also pray that it spurs you into 

action … today!  

 

Invitation as the Spirit Leads: Scharry, [          ] and I will be available in the back of 

the sanctuary and if you’ve never made a commitment to Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

Savior or need to recommit or just have questions about what was covered this morning 

… please come and visit with one of us.   

 

Invite to fellowship:   


