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Teaching:  The middle of the Tribulation is where we are on the timeline of the final 

events of this dispensation.  The end of time as we know it.   

 

And as we pick it up this morning in the middle of chapter 14, the Seven Seal 

Judgments and the Seven Trumpet Judgments have come to pass.  

The Antichrist has been revealed and empowered by Satan.   

His deputy … referred to as the Beast from the Land, has been appointed 

and satanic worship has been mandated.   

Those who refuse to take the mark of loyalty to the Antichrist will 

die … either by the sword of government authority or by starvation 

since no one without the Mark of the Beast will be allowed to buy 

or sell.   

 

We saw in the first half of chapter 14, that God dispatched three final angels to invite 

mankind to salvation.  And now … the time has come to harvest the world.  The time of 

final judgment.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now the scriptures speak of a coming harvest many times and in preparation … I’d like 

to simply read one of those … and then we’ll take a closer look at another …  

 

Mark 4:26 And He was saying, "The kingdom of God is like a man who casts 

seed upon the soil; 27 and he goes to bed at night and gets up by day, and the 

seed sprouts and grows — how, he himself does not know.  28 "The soil 

produces crops by itself; first the blade, then the head, then the mature grain 

in the head.  29 "But when the crop permits, he immediately puts in the 

sickle, because the harvest has come."   

 

That’s for you to just keep in mind, but we’re going to begin our study in earnest this 

morning in the gospel of Matthew, chapter 13. A passage where Jesus is teaching His 

disciples and some other listeners about spiritual truths through the use of parables … 

most of them related to agriculture … 

 

Matt 13:24 Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, "The kingdom 

of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field.  25 

"But while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed tares among 

the wheat, and went away.  26 "But when the wheat sprouted and bore grain, 

then the tares became evident also.  27 "The slaves of the landowner came 
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and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does 

it have tares?'  28 "And he said to them, 'An enemy has done this!' The 

slaves said to him, 'Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?'  29 

"But he said, 'No; for while you are gathering up the tares, you may uproot 

the wheat with them.  30 'Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and 

in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, "First gather up the tares 

and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my 

barn." 

 

But, like many of us, the Lord’s disciples didn’t get it at first, so a little later we read this 

very straight-forward and sobering explanation …  

 

Matt 13:36 … His disciples came to Him and said, "Explain to us the parable 

of the tares of the field." 37 And He said, "The one who sows the good seed is 

the Son of Man, 38 and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these 

are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one; 39 and 

the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; 

and the reapers are angels.  40 "So just as the tares are gathered up and 

burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age.  41 "The Son of Man will 

send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling 

blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, 42 and will throw them into the 

furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.   

 

The truth is … Satan figured out a long time ago that he would never be able to persecute 

the church to death.  In-fact, every time he’s tried … the church has grown.  So since he 

couldn’t beat the church … he joined it … with the intent of damaging it from the inside.   

 

So today’s church, is, by the analogy … the planted field.  And despite the fact that it was 

planted with “good” seed the enemy infiltrated it with some “Tares”.  And I’ve had quite 

a lot of experience with those tares over the years.   

 

Now … a little background information … in the Palestinian region the weed that gives 

wheat farmers the most trouble is called Lolium temulentum … or in the Bible … a 

“Tare”.  A weed with several facts that we need to know about it:   

 

1. First … its seeds and young plants are virtually indistinguishable from wheat.  

You simply can’t tell the difference by looking at the seeds or young plants.   

 

2.  Second … when this Lolium temulentum is pure, it’s actually edible, although 

it’s not useful for making bread and such like wheat is.  The problem is that it’s 

prone to a fungal infection called Ergot.  Interestingly, Ergot is a substance that 

you can still get a prescription for to treat migraine headaches among other things.  

It works by causing your blood vessels to squeeze down tightly.   

 

So although Ergot helps us treat headaches … it’s deadly in high doses.  And 

when the Israelite farmers had an infestation of Tares in their wheat fields it 



 3 

presented a real problem.  If it was not carefully sorted out and removed it could, 

literally, have deadly consequences.   

 

3. And lastly … Lolium temulentum only becomes distinguishable from wheat 

when it ripens and brings forth a head of grain.  When it produces it’s “fruit”, the 

difference becomes evident -- although still subtle.   

 

And remember, Jesus said, speaking of people who claim to be His followers …  

 

Matt 7:16 "You will know them by their fruits. ….  

 

Now in this parable, the slaves see the Tares and report it to their master.  They ask “shall 

we pull them out?”, but they’re wisely advised to leave them, because to try and remove 

all the Tares would do too much damage to the wheat.   

 

But He’s quite confident that the reapers (literally, the angels as we’ll see in this 

morning’s text) will be able to tell the difference when the crop is harvested.   

 

And from this we should be reminded … inspection and identification are not forbidden – 

in fact it was the job of those who served the master, but it was not given to them to pluck 

out all that looked like a Tare.   

 

To leave Tares unidentified is a dangerous thing.  It could ultimately cost the unknowing 

consumer his life and likewise … to leave the heretic unidentified in the Body of Christ 

can cost even more … it can cost eternity.   

 

But to go around and be a puller of all that looks somewhat suspicious to you … is 

equally dangerous.   

 

So this parable describes the church of our time -- planted with “good” seed, but 

infiltrated and therefore growing both wheat and Tares.   

 

Q.  So – are we all children of God? – No, we’re all invited to be children of God (John 

1:12), but wheat and Tares are not the same thing.  Some of us are children of God, but 

some of us are still children of Satan (John 8:44).   

 

We’ve already looked at the similarities between a Tare and an unbeliever … but for the 

purpose of identification, let me point out a couple of the similarities between the 

believer and the wheat … aside from the fact that it produces good fruit in its head of 

grain: 

 

1. Part of the identification for the farmer who wants to separate the wheat from 

the Tare is to look for the one with the bowed head.  See … although both wheat 

and Tares produce a head … the wheat head is filled with a weighty grain … the 

Tare is not.  So, as a consequence … the one with the bowed head is the real deal.   
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Q. And is that not true of a ripe Christian as well?  The more a person 

matures in the Lord … the humbler they become.  Because being close to 

Him is the most humbling experience a human being can have.   

 

So those with their heads held up high and proud … CAUTION … that 

could very well be a Tare! 

 

2. The hot sun is necessary.  Without some scorching hot days … the wheat will 

never fully ripen.  And the more heat there is, the faster the wheat matures.  And 

so it is for any believer who intends to reach maturity.   

 

That’s why P.T. Forsythe said “Rather than praying for pain’s removal, we 

ought to pray for pain’s conversion.”  God ripen me with this season of 

heat! 

 

3. And the final similarity is that as the wheat ripens upward … it dies downward.  

As the head of wheat ripens … the plant’s roots begin to die.  It’s a process.  The 

more mature the head becomes, the more the roots … and eventually the stalk that 

holds it … dies.   

 

And again … the same is true of a Christian.  The more he or she matures, the 

more that which binds them to this earth dies.  Our affinities for this world begin 

to shrivel as we grow in the Lord.   

 

A bowed head … a good endurance of the heat and loose roots … all marks of the mature 

believer.   

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Verse 14: One who had the appearance of a man and yet was distinct from man; wearing 

a golden crown, holding a sharp sickle and sitting upon a cloud. This is Jesus!   

 

No longer wearing the crown of thorns as He once did … no longer carrying the cross or 

seated on a donkey. 

 

No longer the suffering servant, but now the conquering king … the righteous judge with 

a crown on His head and the sickle of judgment in His hand.   

 

He came the first time as the sower … to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10).  He now 

comes as the reaper of those that are His and the judge of those who insist on remaining 

in their lost state.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 15-16: The scriptures indicate that God’s boundless mercies have always 

perplexed the angels (1
st
 Peter 1:12).  And here we see their anxiousness … perhaps 

even a touch of impatience as this angel implores the Lord to reap the harvest and thus 

bring to a close the season of plowing and planting and watering. 

 

Remember that in the parable of the wheat and the Tares, Jesus said there would come a 
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day when the reapers would put in their sickle and harvest the world.  They would 

harvest the wheat and gather it into the Master’s barn and they would harvest the Tares to 

be bound and burned.   

 

And here we see that occurring, just as Jesus prophesied. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 17-18: Two more angels … one with a sharp sickle and one with power over fire.   

 

And we see here two separate harvests.  The first harvest is of the wheat and the second is 

of the grapes.   

 

The first crop is described as being “ripe” … with the word xeraino (xay-rah'-ee-no).  It 

means to be dried to the point of ripeness.   

 

The second crop however, is described by the word akmazo (ak-mad'-zo) …also 

translated as “ripe”.  But akmazo (ak-mad'-zo) means to be ripened to the point of 

bursting.   

 

The first is ripened from the top down by the sun, while the second is ripened from the 

bottom up by what it pulls from the earth.   

 

And by the use of this word akmazo (ak-mad'-zo) … ripe to the point of bursting, we’re 

to understand that the grapes in this picture are not being picked for snacks … these are 

over-ripe grapes which would be used only for making wine.   

 

The idea is the same as it is for the Tares … it describes people not content to be outside 

of God’s will all by themselves, but people who are intent on intoxicating and poisoning 

those around them as well.   

 

So two crops, two harvests and two reapers … one grand and one grim.    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 19-20: The rebellion of man has been allowed to come to its ultimate conclusion 

…   

 

Isa 63:1 Who is this who comes from Edom, With garments of glowing colors 

from Bozrah, This One who is majestic in His apparel, Marching in the 

greatness of His strength? "It is I who speak in righteousness, mighty to 

save." 2 Why is Your apparel red, And Your garments like the one who 

treads in the wine press?  3 "I have trodden the wine trough alone, And from 

the peoples there was no man with Me.  I also trod them in My anger And 

trampled them in My wrath;  And their lifeblood is sprinkled on My 

garments, And I stained all My raiment. 4 "For the day of vengeance was in 

My heart, And My year of redemption has come.  

 

From Edom (which is south of the Dead Sea) to the outskirts of Jerusalem as verse 20 of 

this morning’s text tells us and then ultimately on to the Valley of Megiddo as we will 
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see in the coming chapters … a valley that measures just about 200 miles.   

 

And the wine press is a scene that would have been very familiar to the Jewish reader.  

Just before the grapes burst on the vine, they were gathered and dumped into stone 

cisterns and then everyone would take off their sandals, jump in and begin jumping, 

dancing and rejoicing as the grapes liquefied under their feet.   

 

It would look like a bloodbath.  Their garments splattered and stained.  And the deep red 

juices from the grapes would eventually reach up to mid chest in some of the cisterns as 

the people sank down into the softening grapes.   

 

Even as it says here … the blood from the wine press of God’s wrath will run bridle-deep 

in low-lying places like the Valley of Megiddo.    

 

This is a reference to, what we call, the Battle of Armageddon, although that’s not really 

a very good name for it, because, as we see here, it will involve much more than just the 

Tel City of Armageddon and beyond that … it’s really not a battle … it’s a wine press 

and the Lord is the one pressing.   

 

Zech 14:2 For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle …  3 

Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He 

fights on a day of battle. 

 

More to come on that when we get to chapter 19. 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  Living in Enid, most of us are familiar with the harvest. And if you think 

about it, harvest speaks of judgment … final judgment.  The growing season is over and 

as the crop is cut and weighed.  At that point, the answer is final.   

 

Galatians 6:7 ...Whatever a man has sown during his lifetime … that is what 

will be reaped.   

 

Joel 3:13 Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, tread, for the wine 

press is full; The vats overflow, for their wickedness is great. 14 Multitudes, 

multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the 

valley of decision. 

 

And in the New Testament … John the Baptist says of Jesus …  

 

Matt 3:12 "His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear 

His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will 

burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."  
 

In this morning’s passage, we have the prophecy … or more literally, the future record of 

two harvests.  One harvest of grain and another of bad grapes and Tares.   
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Everyone will either be bathed in the blood of Jesus Christ now or will be a part of the 

bloodbath of Armageddon. 

 

The really good news is that right now … any Tare that wants to … can become wheat.  

A Tare is not an eternal Tare until death or the harvest.   

 

And it is very possible … even likely, that we are not all wheat in here this morning.   

 

You look out and we are the field and the Master’s eye is always on His field because the 

day will come, as we read here, when He will send in the reapers.  It is very likely that 

some of us are Tares.   

 

Not that you’re intending to be evil, but you’re here this morning for some reason other 

than a love for the Lord and a passion to be the best trained and most attentive servant to 

Him that you can. 

 

Maybe someone dragged you in here this morning.   

 

Maybe you’re here as some sort of a social outlet. 

 

Maybe you came looking for a date. 

 

Maybe you came just out of curiosity.    

 

Q. Whatever the reason … if it’s not a love for the Lord that brought you here … 

you have to ask … are you wheat or a Tare? 

 

 

 


