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As the Old Testament leaves off, a remnant of the Israelites had just returned to the land 

God promised them.  God having, once again, rescued them from slavery.   

 

Then we have, what’s known as the Intertestamental Period … the 300 years between the 

close of the Old Testament and the beginning of the New.   

 

And just for reference, let me give you a short list of some of the historically important 

things that occurred between the testaments:  

 

a. Alexander The Great lived, conquered and died.  

b. The Old Testament Scriptures were translated from Hebrew to Greek … a 

    work known as the Septuagint. 

c. The Great Wall of China was built. 

d. The famous Maccabees came on the scene.  

e. Julius Caesar was assassinated and … 

f. Herod the Great came to power. 

 

Not exactly a quiet season of time. 

 

Now as for our human author, Matthew … he was a generally hated man because he was 

a tax collector … a publican.  He was Jewish with the Surname (or family name) of Levi.  

 

Now … like most of us, Matthew had a special loyalty toward his national people.  His 

heart, understandably, went out to his fellow Jews.   

 

Prior to his encounter with Jesus, we have no indication that Matthew was an orthodox 

Jew or even that he was a particularly religious man, but Judaism would have been 

inescapable for any Jew.  It was the way of life for his people.   

 

Certainly He would have known that the Old Testament says over and over that the 

Father would send the Messiah.   

 

So the monumental challenge that Matthew was facing as he sat down to pen this book … 

was convincing his fellow Jews that this Jesus Christ was the prophesied and promised 

Messiah of the Old Testament.   
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Remember also that at the time Matthew wrote this gospel … there was no New 

Testament.  He was breaking new ground.  So he really did have a major task in front of 

him … one that would require the empowerment of the Holy Spirit of God.   

 

Matthew’s calling by the Lord is recorded by Dr. Luke in … 

 

Luke 5:27 After that He went out and noticed a tax collector named Levi 

sitting in the tax booth, and He said to him, "Follow Me."  28 And he left 

everything behind, and got up and began to follow Him. 

 

WOW … any of us would be proud to have something like that recorded about us. 

 

The word “gospel”, as you know, means “good news” and there could be no more 

appropriate name for the books that clear up the message seen throughout the Old 

Testament.  The good news that God bridged the gap between Himself and sinners like us 

by Jesus Christ the Messiah.   

 

Now the Gospel of Matthew is one of three books known as “Synoptic Gospels”; Mark 

and Luke, of course, being the other two.  “Synoptic” being a Greek word that means “to 

see together” 

 

It’s like mug shots in a police lineup.  Several pictures, each taken from a different angle.  

The idea is to get the most complete description possible.   

 

And that’s exactly why God ordained the writing of, not just one gospel, but four of them 

… each covering, largely the same material, but from different angels.  

 

As for the writing of Matthew … one key to his purpose jumps out of the fact that nine 

times we will read the phrase; “that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 

prophets”.   

 

It tells us that he’s trying to show his Jewish readers that Jesus fulfilled all the criteria 

that the Old Testament prophets had recorded. 

 

Forty, very specific and measurable predictions recorded in the Old Testament about 

Jesus Christ; His place of birth, His family, His physical appearance, His crucifixion, His 

resurrection and His ascension …just to scratch the surface … but all of them perfectly 

fulfilled in Jesus. 

 

The first three gospels were all written between 55 and 65 AD … John’s gospel came 

along about 35 years later … between 80 and 90 AD.   

 

So … let’s get started … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 1: The phrase, “Son of” is used in a pretty broad since in Jewish genealogies; 

sometimes meaning “son” in a literal sense and other times, as here, it means descendant.  
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Q. Why are Abraham and David singled out here?  In part, because, three times in the 

book of Genesis (18:18, 22:18 and 26:4), God promised Abraham that through his 

descendants all the nations of the earth would be blessed … 

 

Gen 26:4 "I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, and will 

give your descendants all these lands; and by your descendants all the 

nations of the earth shall be blessed.  

 

And in 2nd Samuel chapter 7, God spoke to King David and said … 

 

12 "When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will 

raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will 

establish his kingdom.  13 "He shall build a house for My name, and I will 

establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  

 

Q. Forever? -- David’s son, Solomon reigned, but he also died so only Jesus can fill that 

bill. 

 

Of course, neither one of those is the first mention of the coming messiah.  For that we 

have to go all the way back to Genesis chapter 3 … 

 

15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your 

seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him 

on the heel."  

 

“her seed” being a reference to Jesus who did indeed crush the head of Satan on the cross 

… dealing Satan’s plan the final deathblow when, by His sinless blood, He set the 

captives free!   

 

Most of us don’t know who our great, great grandfather was, but for most Jews, lineage 

and family history is very important and in this case, it was even more important because 

we’re talking about the royal line.   

 

The line of David.  Again, the Jews knew the Old Testament scriptures.  They knew that 

the Messiah had to come from the Davidic line.  So, Matthew is establishing, from the 

start, that Jesus is the real deal … a descendant of King David.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 2-6: To get the full impact of what Matthew records here, we need to remind 

ourselves of some Jewish customs of that day.   

 

Note with me that in these 5 verses, four women are named.  That was NEVER done. 

 As I said … family lines are very important, but Jewish family lines run through the 

fathers … not the mothers.   
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For Matthew to include these ladies in the genealogy of Christ was not only very unusual, 

it would seem … counterproductive to his cause.   

 

Q. If his purpose was to appeal to the Jews … why would he do something that 

would be so frowned upon? -- To answer that, we need to know a little more about these 

women.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

So, let’s start with Tamar from verse 3.  If you’ve been with us on Wednesday nights, 

then she should be very familiar because Pastor Scott just covered her story with us a few 

weeks ago.    

 

But if you weren’t here … it’s recorded in Genesis chapter 38.   

 

So, Tamar was a woman that Judah chose as a wife for his son Er.   

 

As a reminder … Abraham had a son named Isaac.  Isaac had a son named Jacob (whose 

name was changed to Israel in Genesis 32:28).  And Israel had twelve sons from whom 

we get the 12 tribes of Israel.   

 

One of those sons was Judah.  So, it is this Judah who took this woman Tamar to be his 

daughter-in-law.  To marry his son Er.   

 

Judah’s first mistake was when he chose his own wife.  God had given instructions not to 

marry outside of the daughters of Israel, but like so many of us … Judah thought “well 

surely God doesn’t really expect us to follow all those silly little rules”, and he married a 

Canaanite (Gentile) woman.  And it was by this Gentile woman that Er was born.   

 

And scripture tells us that this Er was a very vile … very evil man and in Genesis 38:7 it 

says that as a result … God took his life.   

 

Now … under Jewish law, if a husband died the wife was to be transferred to the next 

available brother.  And any children that the brother had by her, were to be raised in the 

name of the deceased brother.  It was a way of maintaining the bloodline.   

 

So, when Er died, Tamar was passed on to Onan, Er’s younger brother.  The only 

problem was that Onan was just as evil as his older brother and he too died.   

 

Now there was only one brother left (Shelah) and he was too young for a wife.  So Judah 

told Tamar to go back to her father’s house and when Shelah was old enough to marry he 

would call for her.   

 

But Judah may have been a little hesitant to let Shelah, his last son, marry the woman 

who’d already buried his first two sons … because when Shelah was old enough to marry 

… Judah did not send for Tamar.  And during that same period … Judah’s wife (the 

Canaanite woman) died.   
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So, he’s in some degree of mourning and as he was going out to sheer sheep, Tamar … 

realizing that she’d been passed over … goes out to wait for Judah (her father-in law). 

 

She dresses herself as a harlot complete with a vale so Judah didn’t know who she was. 

 Judah propositions this harlot and they agree on a price, which included his signet ring. 

 But as a consequence of their relations … she conceived and was carrying twins.   

 

Then when Judah got word that his daughter-in-law was with child … he did the normal 

thing for that time and region … he ordered that she be put to death for being unfaithful.  

It was at that point that she showed him the signet ring that he’d paid her.   

 

Q. Can’t you just imagine the look on his face?  

 

Ultimately it was one of the twins that she bore … Perez (Matthew 1:3) through whom 

God brought the Messiah into this world.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The next woman Matthew records in Christ’s lineage is Rahab.  Most of us know her 

story, but if you don’t you can read it in Joshua Chapter 2 ...  

 

She’s best known as Rahab the harlot (a prostitute).  And not only was she a prostitute, 

but she was a gentile prostitute in Jericho … not to mention her dishonesty that’s also 

recorded. 

 

But she did help the Israelite spies that Joshua sent in to map out that city for military 

action when the city officials learned that they were there.   

 

And as a result of her help, the spies were spared.  So, when they conquered the city … 

Rehab was brought into the community of the Israelites and is recorded in the Messianic 

line.    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Then we have Ruth in verse 5.  You can find Ruth’s story in the book of, what else …the 

book of Ruth.  She was a Moabite … a group of people, as you may remember, that 

were absolutely detested by the Jews.   

 

The nation of Moab is named after a man named Moab from Genesis 19 … where we 

learn that Moab’s mother was Lot’s daughter and his father was Lot.   

 

At least in Tamar’s case the incest wasn’t by blood, but this time it is … and if you look 

up the definition of the word Moab you’ll find that it means “cesspool”.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Lastly … we see, in verse 6 … the woman Bathsheba … also listed as an ancestor of 

Christ. 2nd Samuel 11 records the tragic history of this woman.  

 

Note that Matthew records her as the wife of Uriah.   Because she was married to a 

soldier in King David’s army … a man named Uriah.   
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And while the army was out fighting a battle (and the king was supposed to be with 

them), Bathsheba was home taking a bath on her rooftop in the view of King David who 

apparently liked what he saw and had an adulterous relationship with her and then had 

her husband murdered to try and cover up the sin.   

 

So, Bathsheba was an exhibitionist as well as an adulterous.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1. Tamar … a two-time widow, who knowingly participated in an incestual 

relationship for profit.   

 

2. Rahab … a dishonest, gentile prostitute.   

 

3. Ruth … the descendent of an incestuous relationship between father and daughter 

and one the worst of the Gentiles … a hated woman who came from the land of 

“cesspool”.  

 

4. And Bathsheba … an exhibitionist and adulterous.   

 

And that’s not even addressing Judah who hired a prostitute and King David who was an 

adulterer and a murderer … and yet … all of them are in the line of the Messiah and all of 

them are recorded here … on the pages of the most read book of all time.   

 

Now I don’t know about you, but if I were going to introduce the King of the Universe I 

wouldn’t do it through these kinds of people.   

 

But we read in … 

 

Isa 55:8 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My 

ways," declares the LORD.    

 

Q. So why would God use such people to birth His Son and why did Matthew (led 

by the Holy Spirit) record it?  Women that weren’t supposed to be recorded anyway 

… but especially these flawed women and men? -- Let me give you three possibilities: 

 

1. I don’t know if you’ve noticed it or not, but men and women are not the same. 

 

Let a woman put on 20#‘s and she’ll tell her husband “I’m fat”.  He can say 

“Honey - you look great” and she’ll say “no I don’t - I’m fat”.  But let a man put 

on 40#‘s and we still think we look fantastic! 

 

Most men tend to be a little puffed up.  And we tend to be pretty accepting of the 

fact that God can forgive our sins, but I don’t always find that true of women. But 

God knows His creation!   

 

Note that the primary area of sin for each of these women is immorality.   He 

knew that women, throughout all the ages, would struggle with doubt when it 
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comes to His willingness to forgive their sins of immorality.  Those sins tend to 

create the heaviest burdens on Women. 

 

No doubt, there are ladies in here this morning who struggle with that guilt; 

premarital sex, divorce, abortion … rape.  There may be men here who struggle 

with some of their past sins.   

 

God knew that we would need this encouragement.   

 

Revelation 12:10 describes Satan as “the Accuser” … a role he saviors, because 

if he can convince you that God can’t or won’t forgive you … that your sins are 

just too big … then by extension, he will convince you that you can’t be saved … 

or, if you’re already saved … he’ll convince you that you can’t be used.  

 

Lies!  So, if that’s you this morning, let me give you a passage to write down and 

meditate on.  A passage to memorize and refer to when you feel that burden … 

 

Lamentations 3:22 The LORD'S lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, 

For His compassions never fail.  23 They are new every morning; 

Great is Your faithfulness [oh God].  [explanation added] 

 

2. The second possible reason that God used and recorded these flawed people is 

to emphasize just how ridiculous it is to tell God that “it’s because of my 

parents” or “it’s in my blood so I just can’t help it”.   

 

Look at Jesus’ background.  He can relate to anything we might experience.   

 

Hebrews 2:17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all 

things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in 

things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the 

people. 18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has 

suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted. 

 

3. Third … every barrier is broken down on this list; barriers of race, barriers of 

gender, barriers of background and national origin … even the barriers of self-

righteousness that people can develop based on some secondary perception of 

superiority.   

 

Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 

nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in 

Christ Jesus. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  Not that I doubt any portion of God’s Word, but if this list proves anything 

to me … it proves that 1st John 1:9 is true … 

 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and 
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to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   

 

So, confess and then KNOW that you are forgiven!  


