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So far Matthew’s walked us through the genealogy of Christ, His birth, His baptism and, 

in the first half of chapter 4, His time of temptation. Now … in the latter half of that 

chapter … he shows us the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry.   

 

So, let’s jump in at … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 12-13: We’ll learn more as the story unfolds, but for now … all we’re told is that 

John the Baptist was arrested and imprisoned.   

 

Which led to Jesus to move northeast a bit … to a somewhat quieter and perhaps less 

threatening place … a fishing village situation on the northern bank of the Sea of Galilee 

called Capernaum.  An event that’s also covered in Mark 1 and Luke 4 to help fill in 

some of the blanks.   

 

For instance, we learn from Luke’s account … that Jesus had been preaching repentance 

in His hometown synagogue … and of that, we read … 

 

Luke 4:28 And all the people in the synagogue were filled with rage as they 

heard these things; 29 and they got up and drove Him out of the city, and led 

Him to the brow of the hill on which their city had been built, in order to 

throw Him down the cliff.  30 But passing through their midst, He went His 

way.  31 And He came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and He was 

teaching them on the Sabbath; 32 and they were amazed at His teaching, for 

His message was with authority.  

 

Now that’s a tough crowd!  But then again, as Jesus said in …  

 

Luke 4:24 … "… no prophet is welcome in his hometown.  

 

And as always Jesus’ words can be put to the test.  Go witness to some strangers in the 

next county and then come home and witness, just as boldly, to your extended family and 

then compare the ridicule.  The hometown crowd is always the most brutal.   

 

Now please don’t allow that to discourage you in your witness to family and others close 

to you.  Remember that Jesus instructed us to begin our witness at home (Acts 1:8), in 

part, because He knew that by the time we get past that crowd, we’ll be well equipped for 

the next stage. 
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So, we see Jesus leaving Nazareth when the people try to throw Him off a cliff and then 

settling in Capernaum when He hears that John the Baptist has been imprisoned.  

 

Q. Was He running because He was afraid? – No … He did what He did to please His 

Father.   

 

Q. Remember what He said in John 8:29? … 

 

"… He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the 

things that are pleasing to Him."  

 

Staying to battle the people would have been easy, but the Father sent Him to do Spiritual 

battle for the people, not physical battle with them.  

 

Jesus was able to completely disregard His own will and desires and emotions and focus 

thoroughly on what was pleasing to His Father.   

 

And that’s the goal and standard for us as well.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 14-16: There are two passages from the prophet Isaiah combined here.  Isaiah 9 

and Isaiah 60 are both quoted and both should make us rejoice, because they tell us that 

God would be throwing open the doors of Heaven to the Gentiles, “those who were 

sitting in the land and shadow of death”.  Or ... in other words … US!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 17: Jesus is picking up the baton from John the Baptist and spreading the message 

that he preached before they locked him up, that … “the kingdom of Heaven is at 

hand”.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 18-22: We see here the absolute truth of something that Pastor Chuck Smith used 

to say a lot; “The Lord doesn’t call the equipped … He equips the called!”  Indeed, He 

does … Peter, Andrew, you, me and the person sitting next to you.  The Lord doesn’t call 

the equipped … He equips the called!   

 

Now, before we jump into the depths of this passage, let’s look, just briefly at a couple of 

the names listed here: 

 

The first is Peter.  Simon or Simeon was his original name until Christ named him “The 

Pebble” in John 1:42.   His new name in Aramaic is Cephas and in Greek it’s Peter.  So, 

all those names are the same person.   

 

The second is James … just to point out that this is James the Apostle … not one of the 

other James that we find in scripture (Acts 12:2, Matthew 10:3 & Luke 6:16).  

 

And don’t miss the fact that this isn’t the first time that Jesus and these men have met. 
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The gospels of John (1:35-42), and Mark (1:14-20), both tell us that they’d met before 

and John makes it clear that they had already recognized Him as the messiah.  So, what 

we see here in Matthew is “the call”.   

 

In the book of Ephesians (5:22-33), Paul refers to us as the “bride of Christ”. And in 

Genesis 2:24 it says …  

 

For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to 

his wife; and they shall become one flesh. 

 

Just as in earthly marriage … which involves leaving everything behind … following 

Christ demands the same.  This is the way it should be and yet when we read the account 

of these men “immediately leaving everything to follow Jesus”, and we’re so impressed. 

 

Q.  But … why are we so impressed? – Didn’t these men merely do what they were 

supposed to do?  Shouldn’t that just be the norm? Isn’t that the standard in a 

marriage union such as the one we have with Jesus?  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 23-25: He went about teaching and preaching and healing.  Doing things that only 

the Messiah could do.  By His actions He was proclaiming Himself to be God in the 

person of the Messiah.  And there were a number of people who recognized Him for what 

He was.  As a result … they accepted Him and followed Him!  

 

Four of them being named in this morning’s text; Peter, Andrew, James and John. 

 

All names that we’re familiar with because this act obedience at the time of their calling 

was just the first of many acts of obedience and as a result, these men went on to be used 

mightily and have significant impacts within the Kingdom.   

 

But all that started here … Jesus commissioned them personally and they responded to 

that call obediently and immediately.   

 

We read in … 

 

Matthew 7:13 "Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the 

way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter 

through it. 14 "For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, 

and there are few who find it. 

 

Which brings us to the second group mentioned here … verse 25 says that “large 

crowds followed Him“.  The King James Bible says “Great multitudes”.   

 

So just like the four men that are named … this anonymous multitude also followed Jesus  

… but their motivation to do so was quite different.   
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This group wasn’t following in obedience to the Lord’s call … they were following the 

signs and wonders, the healings and in John 6:26 … the free food handouts.   

 

It’s been well said that every ministry begins like an empty bus with no engine.  Some 

will join the effort and push with all their strength to get that bus moving … but other’s 

will just climb aboard and take a seat.   Certainly, that’s true here as it is in all ministries 

… including the Lord’s.   

 

The first group followed the person Jesus … the second followed the works and wonders 

of Jesus.   

 

Q. But is that bad?  Didn’t Jesus do those things to proclaim Himself as the 

Messiah?  So what’s wrong with following the signs and wonders? --  

 

If you were a very rich person with many friends … no doubt, some of those people 

would be your friend because they like you and genuinely enjoy spending time with you.  

Those are your real friends.   

 

But, you’d also have some friends that were there, not to spend time with you, but to reap 

the benefits of your money.   

 

Well that’s the problem Jesus faced … and, in fact, He still faces.   

 

Luke 14:25 Now large crowds were going along with Him; and He turned 

and said to them, 26 "If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own 

father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and 

even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.  27 "Whoever does not carry his 

own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 

 

That’s brutal honesty!  He’s doing everything He can to make it clear … following Him 

will cost.   

 

Some will lose family members who’ll say you’ve lost your mind.  Some will lose friends 

because you no longer have common pursuits.  Some will lose their own life in 

martyrdom.  And Jesus is urging those who were claiming to be His disciples to put these 

things on the scale of their own priorities … because following Jesus costs!   

 

Luke 9:59 And He said to another, "Follow Me." But he said, "Lord, permit 

me first to go and bury my father."  60 But He said to him, "Allow the dead 

to bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim everywhere the 

kingdom of God."  61 another also said, "I will follow You, Lord; but first 

permit me to say good-bye to those at home."  62 But Jesus said to him, "No 

one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for the 

kingdom of God." 

 

Those are tough words!  Those are tough standards, but again … true Christianity costs. 
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Q. Jesus isn’t exactly preaching health, wealth and prosperity here is He? – On the 

other hand, I don’t think He’s painting a gloomy picture either … just an honest one!   

 

Jesus wasn’t denying these men the time to bury their loved one or say good-bye.  He 

knew their heart the same way He knows ours.  He knew they weren't serious and as a 

result, both of them, faced with these sacrifices … went home.   

 

But had they been sincere when they pledged to follow Jesus … He’d have seen that.  

And I firmly believe, that He would have granted them the time they needed. His goal 

though … was to help them understand that He can’t take a back seat to anyone or 

anything.   

 

On yet another occasion …  

 

Luke 18:18 A ruler questioned Him, saying, "… Teacher, what shall I do to 

inherit eternal life?"  19 And Jesus said to him … 20 "You know the 

commandments, "DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT MURDER, 

DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, HONOR YOUR 

FATHER AND MOTHER.'" 21 And he said, "All these things I have kept 

from my youth." 22 When Jesus heard this, He said to him, "One thing you 

still lack; sell all that you possess and distribute it to the poor, and you shall 

have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." 23 But when he had heard 

these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich.  24 And Jesus 

looked at him and said, "How hard it is for those who are wealthy to enter 

the kingdom of God!  

 

But all this sacrifice and cost and surrendering and pain … they come with a return … 

 

Luke 18:28 Peter said, "Behold, we have left our own homes and followed 

You."  29 And He said to them, "Truly I say to you, there is no one who has 

left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the 

kingdom of God, 30 who will not receive many times as much at this time 
[…] and in the age to come, […] eternal life."  

 

As many of you know … I grew up in a non-Christian home.  The majority of my family 

just makes fun of us for our service to Jesus.  So, in many ways, I’m the person this verse 

was written to.  I did indeed give up a number of close relationships and benefits to 

follow the Lord. 

 

Q. So, what then is His promise to me? – He says … 

 

Luke 18:30 “[I’ll] receive many times as much at this time […] and in the age 

to come, […] eternal life." 
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Q. And has He done it?  I can think of about 10 of my family members who have pretty 

well disowned me because of Christ.  But I couldn’t even guess how many brothers and 

sisters and spiritual parents and children, the Lord has given me around the world over 

these last 25 years.  God has fulfilled the promise … even within, just this room. 

 

Our sincere sacrifices for the Lord are always rewarded.  Some in very tangible ways and 

others in ways that are nearly imperceptible (at least at the time they’re bestowed), but 

they are always rewarded. 

 

He’s reached down and saved us from Hell … He’s given us eternity with Him in 

paradise and … He blesses us abundantly between here and there …  

 

Q. Is there really any room for saying “That’s not enough”? 

______________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  It’s undeniable … people follow different things and for different reasons, 

but everyone follows.  Think about us … this gathering this morning: 

 

1. Some are here because they’re following society. Society, here in the Bible Belt, 

still largely says that going to church is the right thing to do.  People who go to 

church are more trustworthy so it’s accepted and encouraged and that’s why you 

come.  It just seems like the right thing to do. 

 

2. Some are here because they’re following a nice group of people. This is a group 

that will accept you, love you, help you in time of need, give you people to spend 

a lonely evening with and such.  Some come because the church makes a great 

social club. 

 

3. Some are here because they’re following what seems like a genie in a bottle. 

Some are here hoping to get some sort of freebies.  Looking for the miracle, the 

quick fix, the windfall.   

 

4. And … some are here this morning because they want to follow the Messiah, 

Jesus Christ.  Some have counted the cost and know that true Christianity costs 

and yet … they’re here.   

 

TRUE Christianity is NOT popular.  Even when Jesus was on this earth, TRUE 

Christianity wasn’t popular.   

 

John 6:60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this said, 

“This is a difficult statement; who can listen to it?” … 66 As a result 

of this many of His disciples withdrew and were not walking with Him 

anymore.  

True disciples understand that, as a Christians, we can’t follow, or even blend in 

with, society.  And this group understands that every church is full of sinners, 

hypocrites, failures, cheats and the list goes on and on.   
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They understand that, as a social club, this group of people is far from ideal, but 

that doesn’t stop them from coming.   

 

And this group understands that God is not a genie.  He is God!  He sees all, 

knows all and has power over all.  He may say “Yes” and He may say “No“, but 

this group trusts Him to do what’s right.   

 

That’s why true disciples don’t try to dictate God’s blessings … or anything else.   

 

Q. So, the obvious question is … what are you following and why?  --  

 

If you’re here this morning following anything … other than a sacrificial relationship 

with Jesus Christ … you’ll wind up disappointed; society won’t be happy with you 

because you’re here … as a social club, we’ll be a real let-dawn and there’s no genie in 

the bottle at all.    

 

On the other hand, if you’re here because you want to grow in the grace and knowledge 

of Jesus Christ … if you’re here because you want to deepen your relationship with Him 

… because you want to serve Him in ever greater ways … He’s here to meet you right 

were you are.  Praise God! 

 

Josh 24:15 "If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for 

yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers 

served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose 

land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD."  

 

We must each count the cost, but my prayer is that everyone in this room, after counting 

that cost, will reach out to Jesus and say … “Lord, I’m here to follow You!”   

 

 


