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Gospel of Matthew 

Chapter 5:1-12 
“What We BE is Determined By Our Attitude” 

*All scripture references are from the NASU unless otherwise noted* 

 

Calvary Chapel Fellowship of Enid 

Matthew W. Thoms, Pastor/Teacher 

3 December 2017 
 

10:00 -10:05 Announcements & Prayer 

10:06-10:26 Praise & Worship 
10:27-11:15 Teaching 
11:16-11:20 Praise & Worship 

11:21 Dismiss or Other Function 
 

Announcement:  

________________________________________________________________ 

Teaching: This morning, we come to a section of scripture known as “The Sermon on the 

Mount”. 

 

It’s a discourse that covers three chapters in Matthew’s gospel (5-7), and contains some 

of the most familiar passages in the Bible.   

 

Specifically, in our study, this morning we going to look at the verses collectively known 

as the “Beatitudes”.   

 

And as we approach them, I wanna first emphasize that the Beatitudes are NOT some sort 

of program to salvation.   

 

The qualities that Jesus speaks of here won’t get anyone into Heaven, but I’m 

emphasisizing this … because they sure have kept a lot of people out of Heaven.   

 

Good people … bad people … all people … go straight to Hell without the blood of Jesus 

… period!  But so many have trusted in their good works as a stairway to Heaven … by 

they wind up missing it by a “vast gulf”. 

 

“Beatitude” is an Old English word that means supreme blessedness or joy.  So what 

Jesus is giving us, as He begins to teach, is not a TO-DO list to earn Heaven, but God’s 

recipe for supreme joy.   

 

But … while that is true, I want to make it very, very clear that by just doing these things 

(being merciful, being a peacemaker, being gentle etc...), just doing those things will 

NOT bring us joy, because “Joy”, by its very definition is not dependent or even affected 

by external circumstances.   
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True joy only comes from ONE thing … being a disciple of Jesus Christ.  So, this recipe 

for joy in the Beatitudes only brings joy because the Beatitudes describe a disciple of 

Jesus.  They are God’s description of what a disciple (which means a pupil or a follower 

… one who is learning to walk in the Lord’s steps), of Jesus Christ is.  And the joy … is 

nothing more than the natural byproduct of being His disciple. 

 

Now … before we jump in … I’d ask that you consider what God says throug the prophet 

in … 

  

Isaiah 55:8 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My 

ways," declares the LORD. 

 

You may want to pencil that verse in next to the Beatitudes of Matthew 5, because, as 

we’re going to see, God’s recipe for joy is diametrically opposed to the world’s recipe.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 1-2: From the very beginning God’s been telling His people … if you want to be 

blessed … follow my instructions … 

 

Deuteronomy 28:1 "Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the LORD your 

God, being careful to do all His commandments which I command you today, 

the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth.  2 

"All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you if you obey the 

LORD your God. 

 

So as Jesus begins His teaching ministry … in many ways, He’s simply repeating that … 

“BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO OBEY THE LORD”.  

 

So if you were raised … or have developed a habit of seeing God as just a rule-maker or 

spoilsport … you need to realize that that’s completely wrong.  The limits and methods 

that God institutes for us, are to facilitate the flow of His blessings and abundant JOY.  

Their purpose was never to put a damper on life, but to fill it with joy, peace and 

contentment! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 3:  Remember … Jesus is giving us the definition of a disciple. So it’s noteworthy, 

that He doesn’t start with a list of DO’S and DON’T’S … rather He gives first billing to 

the heart.   

 

Q. A few weeks ago, we talked about the Pharisees and all that they were about? 

 Were they “poor in spirit”? -- No - they were very proud in spirit.  They were very 

“religious”. 

 

This is speaking, of course, not of the Holy Spirit of God, but rather … the spirit of man. 

So, the idea of being “poor in spirit” begins with accepting that Genesis 2:7 is 100% true 

and accurate! 

 

Q. And what does that verse say? --  
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Genesis 2:7 Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.  

 

To be “poor in spirit” means coming to the place where you realize that you’re dirt!  That 

there is nothing praise-worthy in any of us except the breath of God itself.   

 

The Apostle Paul was a very proud man who became a very joyful man when he realized 

this truth!  He wrote in … 

 

1st Corinthians 1:31 … "LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE 

LORD." 

 

To be “poor in spirit” is to have a proper perspective of God’s greatness and our 

smallness. 

 

Spiritual poverty is an aspect of your Christian walk that will impact all other aspects and 

will leave you empty of yourself and yet more blessed than you’ve ever thought possible. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 4:  Still not addressing outward actions … just the condition of the heart.  “Blessed 

are those who mourn …” 

 

Q. So, is Jesus asking us to be sad here? -- Not at all.  

 

The words “joy” or “rejoice” are used in the New Testament 103 times.  The words 

“mourn” or “sad” … only 11 times.   

 

Jesus never taught His disciples to be sad, but when you come to the point of spiritual 

poverty that verse 3 prescribes … there is most certainly a “mourning” that comes with 

it. 

 

So, don’t miss the latter half of the verse … “... for they shall be comforted”.   

 

Most of us are pretty accustom to people lifting their arms toward heaven … maybe 

during worship or a time of prayer.  Many of you are accustom to the practice yourself, 

but for some … it still seems a little weird.   

 

Think of it this way … it’s what children do when they feel hurt or frightened and their 

bottom lip begins to stick out and tremble.   

 

Q. Have you ever noticed how absolutely automatic it is for their little arms to reach 

up toward their parents?  Why do they do that? -- Because they need to be comforted.  

 

There are times of communion with God that I feel so empty and small … so dirty in His 

presence that I just need to be comforted.  I need to be reminded that He still loves me.  
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That act of reaching toward God is no different than the two-year-old reaching for their 

dad.  Jesus says … “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted”.   

 

The Word reassures us over and over that our sins have been forgiven and forgotten by 

God (1st John 1:9 & Psalm 103:12), but sometimes it’s hard for us to receive that 

forgiveness and even harder to forget, so the pain of our sins can remain. 

 

Those are the times when you just need to be held.  And that’s the promise here … 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted”.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 5:  Still not a word about our external actions … just the state of a disciple’s heart.  

 

Other versions use “meek” in place of “gentle” which might be more familiar to you.   

 

The best way I know to define “meekness” is to use it in the context of Jesus’ day … a 

horse.   

 

A horse, which was not a common mode of travel at that time except for battle, was and 

is, a very powerful animal.  And a horse, in that day, once it had been broken ... became 

known as a “meek” horse.   

 

Obviously it hadn’t lost any of its horsepower … it had merely subjected that power to 

the control of its rider.   

 

And that is the definition of “meekness” … power under control.   

 

So, Jesus is saying, “A true disciple … willingly submits all they have to God’s control”.  

 

Paul said … 

 

2nd Corinthians 12:9 … He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, 

for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather 

boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  10 

Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, 

with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, 

then I am strong. 

 

A disciple surrenders control and God brings great blessings and joy.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 6:  Notice that it doesn’t say “Blessed are those who are righteous” … it says 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness”.  So still … nothing to do 

with behavior … just the heart.   

 

A heart that hungers and thirsts for righteousness … 
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Psalm 63:1 O God, You are my God; I shall seek You earnestly; My soul 

thirsts for You, my flesh yearns for You, In a dry and weary land where 

there is no water.  2 Thus I have seen You in the sanctuary, To see Your 

power and Your glory.  3 Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, My 

lips will praise You.  4 So I will bless You as long as I live; I will lift up my 

hands in Your name. 

 

That Psalm has been drawn into a number of worship songs over the years.  So, no doubt, 

you’re sung those words … 

 

Q. But when’s the last time you fell to your knees (spiritually or physically), and 

cried out for a closer walk with the Lord?  When’s the last time you expressed your 

hunger and thirst for His righteousness?   

 

This is one of the most wonderful things about being a child of God … our journey will 

never end here on earth.  I don’t care how righteous you are … God is always calling us 

to continue the pursuit.  It’s a perpetual adventure.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 7:  So here we turn a corner of sorts.  As I’ve emphasized: 

 

1. In the 1st four Beatitudes Jesus deals only with the condition of a disciple’s heart. 

2. But here in verse 7, He addresses mercy … which is not just a condition of the 

heart, but a manifestation of that heart condition.   

 

So, He’s no longer dealing with issues that only affect the disciple … He now begins 

dealing with heart issues that have actions attached to them.  Issues that impact others.   

 

But the order here remains paramount!  It’s really the order that defines the difference 

between religion and true Christianity.   

 

1. Religion says, “Skip the first steps.  No one can see them anyway”. 

2. But Jesus is very deliberate in His teaching here.  He knows that externals can be 

pretty easily faked.  We can all put on the Christian face and fool most of the 

church for a few hours a week, but that’s not a Christian … that’s a religious 

disciple of this world.   

 

Being a disciple of Jesus always starts with the heart and … the external changes follow. 

 

In fact, if you get a chance to look at it, James 2:18-26 spells out the proper order for us; 

we don’t do good things to get saved … we do them because we are saved! 

  

Again, Jesus said, "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” 

 

Mercy means “Not giving the punishment that’s deserved”.   

 

In the Lord’s prayer it says … 
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Matthew 6:12 '... forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

 

And just two verses later, Jesus says … 

 

Matthew 6:14 "… if you forgive others for their transgressions, your 

heavenly Father will also forgive you.  15 "But if you do not forgive others, 

then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.  

 

Q. But wait a minute … I thought our salvation was based on faith, not works 

(Ephesians 2:8)? – That verse sure makes it sound like my salvation is based on my 

actions … like forgiving others.   

 

That’s why we have to remember that the Beatitudes are a list of the characteristics of a 

disciple.   

 

Those of us who are children of God have been given the ability to forgive, the ability to 

show mercy.  It’s a natural fruit of a Christian.  So, Jesus is saying “If you can’t show 

mercy, if you can’t forgive … you need to back up and check your salvation status”. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 8:  We used to sing a song that spoke of needing “an undivided heart” to be what 

God wants us to be.  Not a pure mind, not pure actions, but a pure heart.   

 

And the reward for a “pure heart” here is interesting; Jesus says “the pure of heart will 

see God”.  

 

And that promise is written in the present tense using the Greek word, optanomai (op-

tan'-om-ahee) which means to stare wide-eyed as if seeing something remarkable.   

 

So, this is not a promise of a far-off vision or a casual glance. And it’s not a promise to be 

fulfilled only the future.  It’s for now.   

 

Q. But … how can that be?  How can we see God now? 

 

Well … if we receive and walk out the prescription of the beatitudes as they’ve been 

given to us thus far … then:  

 

1. We’ve seen ourselves in our proper relationship to God.  

2. We’ve recognized ourselves for what we are and we’ve truly mourned our own 

failures.    

3. We’ve allowed God to create in us a gentle spirit. 

4. We’ve developed a hunger and a thirst for righteousness. 

5. And we’ve allowed God to use us as a minister of His mercy … 

 

And if we’ve come that far … then we have probably developed an image that would 

reflect enough of God to see Him.   
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Paul says in … 

 

2nd Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror 

the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory 

to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we’re to be taking on His likeness more and more each day. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 9:  Jesus isn’t advocating that we all become political negotiators to try and 

prevent wars.  That would only make us “peacekeepers”, but the Word puts forth a higher 

standard than that … it says to be a “peacemaker”! 

 

What Jesus is advocating is that we all be about the work of spreading the gospel and 

welcoming people into the Kingdom of God.   

 

Because true peace only comes from a changed heart.   

 

Isaiah 9:6 says that Jesus is the “Prince of Peace” so if you want to be a “peacemaker”, 

introduce people to the Prince of Peace.  Because again … that’s what a disciple of Jesus 

does. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 10 - 12:  Anyone of us could get persecuted if we wanted to.  We could go out to 

the street corner with a megaphone and point out people’s sins and I’ll just bet we could 

get ourselves persecuted.   

 

But that’s not what Jesus is talking about.  He’s talking about the person who’s living out 

what God has done in their hearts.  The person who’s reflecting the image of Christ.  The 

person who’s shunning sin, clothing themselves in meekness and lovingly ministering the 

gospel from a pure heart.   

 

That person will face persecution, that person will be falsely accused.  That person will 

be insulted, but that person will be able to rejoice because they know where the prophets 

of old are right now. 

________________________________________________________________ 
Conclusion:   

 

1st Timothy 6:6 … godliness actually is a means of great gain when 

accompanied by contentment.  

 

Q. How’s your joy?  How affected are you by external circumstances?  How content 

are you with being godly?  

 

If your answer is “Well, honestly … I seem to go up and down with my life 

circumstances”, then I encourage you to think about … and answer these two questions: 
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1.  Q. Are you a Christian? – Born again by the Blood of Jesus Christ? -- If 

you’re not … you can fix that this morning.  See me or one of the other pastors 

before you walk out that door. 

 

And … if you are a Christian … 

 

2.  Q. How’s your “Be-attitude”?  Are you walking with the Lord in such a 

way that you see His attitudes in you?  Are you seeing evidence that you are 

indeed His disciples when you look in the mirror or does your reflection look 

more like the world? 

 

The Beatitudes come down to faith.  You and I have to choose.  The world says “If you 

want to be happy you have to do it this way”, and God says “If you want to have joy you 

have to do the exact opposite of that”. 

 

Q. So, the question … the choice then, is who do you trust?   

 

Invitation as the Spirit Leads: Scharry, [          ] and I will be available in the back of 

the sanctuary and if you’ve never made a commitment to Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

Savior or need to recommit or just have questions about what was covered this morning 

… please come and visit with one of us.   

 

Communion: Pastor Scott 

 

Invite to fellowship: Agape Fellowship (Dinner and Christmas decorating)  

 

 
 

 


