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We closed out chapter 9 last Sunday with Jesus saying to His disciples … 

 

Matthew 9:37 .... "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 38 

"Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His 

harvest." 

 

Remember that the word “disciple” means a learner or a pupil. Which means that that’s 

what we are … “disciples”.   

 

It’s been said that, “He who prays for a good crop must say ‘amen’ with a hoe in his 

hand”.  And that was certainly implied in the words Jesus spoke at the close of chapter 

9. 

 

In other words when Jesus tells us, as His disciples, to “beseech” (which means to “beg“) 

for workers to harvest the Master’s crop … He was basically asking this question …   

 

Q. Are you willing to say … “Lord - what can I do for Your kingdom?  Just show 

me and send me?   

 

Now as we jump into chapter 10 … we’re really building on that commission … to … 

beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest. 
 

In our study this morning and on into next week, we’re going to discover that as the Lord 

is preparing His disciples for His departure … and in particular, preparing them to carry 

on the work of the Kingdom after His departure … He prepares them in four ways: 

 

1. He instructs them 

2. He empowers them 

3. He warns them and finally … 

4. He sends them out 

 

And one of the most interesting things … both sad and reassuring, is that not all of those 

that Jesus called and instructed, and empowered and warned and sent out … not all of 

them continued to walk with Him … in fact, it would appear, that not all of them were 

even genuine followers to begin with.   
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That should remind us that just because someone calls themselves a “Christian” … just 

because they warm a pew every Sunday does not make them Heaven-bound.   

 

Only being born again by accepting the cleansing power of Jesus’ blood will suffice 

when you’re ask for your Heavenly ticket.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Read verses 1-6 … Verse 1 brings to light a couple of important principles:   

 

1. It’s God, and not man, who calls people to various ministries.  Here, and in 

chapter 9, it’s Jesus who calls His disciples.  And in Acts 13:2 it says that … 

 

While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 

said, "Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 

have called them."  

 

I’ve served in a wide variety of ministries over the years … some of which God 

called me to and some of which man called me to.  So I can tell you that there’s a 

profound difference between the two!   

 

2. The second thing that verse 1 shows us is that God doesn’t call the equipped, 

but rather He equips the called.  Jesus called His disciples in previous 

chapters, but we don’t see Him equipping them until here in chapter 10.   

 

As we read in … 

 

Ephesians 4:11 ... He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, 

and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the 

equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of 

the body of Christ 

 

God does not call people based in their equipping, but rather He equips them 

based on their calling! 

 

And that’s a very important truth!  Many years ago, people began telling me that I 

was called to pastoral ministry.  And for a long time, I dismissed them as crazy 

people.  But then as circumstances began unfolding in a nearly unmistakable 

direction … I was forced to consider that maybe they weren’t as crazy as I 

thought they were.   

 

And I became very, very frightened … because I knew that I wasn’t equipped, or 

even capable of teaching and pastoring a church.   

 

And I was right!  I wasn’t equipped or capable, but God wasn’t the least bit 

concerned about that.  In fact … I think I was the only one that was concerned 

about it.   
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But as 2nd Corinthians 5:7 tells us … 

 

… we walk by faith, not by sight … 

 

When you hear God’s call … whether it’s to make coffee or teach children … 

don’t think about whether or not you’re capable … that’s God’s problem.  If God 

has called you … He will give you everything you need to fulfill that calling.  

 

3. And one more thing before we move on from verse 1 … notice the list of 

things that these disciples were going out to face.  

 

I mention that to remind all of us that this world was a bad place then too:  

 

Demon possession, disease, illness, slavery, prostitution, immorality, 

homosexuality, murder, strife, homelessness, alcoholism, government 

corruption, child abuse, infant sacrifices … all sorts of idolatry  

 

… those things litter the pages of scripture.   

 

The same things that still permeate our society.  But our God wasn’t perplexed 

nor overwhelmed by them then … and He’s not perplexed nor overwhelmed by 

them now.   

 

And He still equips His followers to do battle against these evils in His strength.  

 

Now Jesus goes on in verses 2-4 to name the men He called and equipped … 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Verses 2-4: This is a list that should encourage each one of us … because if you’ve ever 

thought “Jesus can’t use me … I’m too messed up” -- this list of men proves that notion 

false.  God can use any one of us for His glory.   

 

These are just a bunch of very ordinary men, chosen by a very extraordinary God … who 

literally turned the world upside down (Acts 17:6).  

 

1st Corinthians 1:25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and 

the weakness of God is stronger than men.  26 For consider your calling, 

brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many 

mighty, not many noble 

 

For many years, the senior assistant pastor to Pastor Chuck Smith at Calvary Chapel 

Costa Mesa was a man named Romaine.  And Pastor Romaine was a very old man who 

retired after thirty years in the Marine Core as a drill sergeant before He became a 

Christian.   

 

And he had a well-known reputation for being very direct.  If you pull up any of his old 

teachings on the internet … you’ll hear Him remind you that if you’re in ministry it’s 
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only because God considered you a lowly fool and that being a lowly fool is more than 

any of us deserve.   

 

He had such a way of reminding his audience of their true importance.   

 

Jesus called twelve messed up guys and they followed Him: 

 

1. One followed because he believed he could do great things for Jesus.  

  

2. The other eleven followed because they believed that Jesus could do great things 

through them.   

 

Make sure you follow because you believe Jesus can do great things through you!  

Because if you think you have something the Lord needs … your wakeup call may be 

rough!   

 

If God’s called you to ministry … it’s because you have nothing to offer.  It’s because 

you’re a fool and by using you … He gets all the glory.   

 

God is able … we are not!   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

At least four of these twelve disciples were fisherman.  At least one was a tax collector 

and, at least one, was a zealot (meaning that he was very anti-government and anti-

establishment).  Others had unspecified occupations.   

  

So, they came from wide variety of backgrounds and yet as Jesus called them, He made 

them brothers in the truest sense of that relationship.   

 

We know from the gospels and from Acts that when Jesus sent out His disciples, He sent 

them out in pairs.   

 

And it’s interesting how this passage pairs up the names … 

 

Matthew 10: 2 … Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother … 

James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother … 3 Philip and 

Bartholomew … Thomas and Matthew the tax collector … James the son of 

Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus … 4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot …. 

 

And some of those pairs, I’m sure you’d agree, seem, at best, unlikely: 

 

a. We all remember Peter … the disciple with a foot-shaped mouth.  Well he gets 

paired up with his little brother, Andrew who was just the opposite.  Peter was 

always in the limelight and mouthing off … while Andrew was a background 

kind of guy.  They were very different from one another and yet the Lord paired 

them up.   
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b. Then we have James and John.   

 

Mark 3:17 says that Jesus gave these two the nickname, “Sons of Thunder” after 

they ask Him to call down fire from heaven and burn up the people who wouldn’t 

repent.   

 

They had tempers that seemed to take control of them at times, so it’s very 

encouraging to realize that after walking with the Lord for a while, John became 

known as “The Apostle of Love”.  Proof that God does indeed, equip the called.  

 

But on the other hand, James was the first of the twelve to be martyred with some 

historians saying that it was because He never did surrender his temper.   

 

c. The third pair is Philip and Bartholomew.  Philip being another disciple that we 

don’t have a lot of record on.   

 

We do know that it was Philip who led Bartholomew (also known as Nathanael) 

to the Lord (John 21:2).  And yet, interestingly … Philip, it doesn’t seem, was a 

man of exceptional faith.   

 

During the feeding of the five thousand in John 6 it was Philip who doubted and 

was then tested by Jesus.   

 

John 6:5 … Jesus, lifting up His eyes and seeing that a large crowd 

was coming to Him, said to Philip, "Where are we to buy bread, so 

that these may eat?" 6 This He was saying to test him, for He Himself 

knew what He was intending to do. 7 Philip answered Him, "Two 

hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, for 

everyone to receive a little." 

 

Jesus was more than able, yet Philip didn’t seem to have the confidence that we 

might have expected.  And of all people the Lord pairs him up with Nathanael.   

 

Q. Remember Nathanael’s response when Philip first told him about Jesus? – 

 

John 1: 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found 

Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote -- Jesus 

of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."  46 Nathanael said to him, "Can 

any good thing come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and 

see." 

 

So Nathanael was a skeptic … until he met the Lord … 

 

John 1:47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of him, 

"Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!"  48 

Nathanael said to Him, "How do You know me?" Jesus answered and 
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said to him, "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig 

tree, I saw you."  49 Nathanael answered Him, "Rabbi, You are the 

Son of God; You are the King of Israel."  

 

That’s instant faith which is perhaps why the Lord paired him up with Philip.   

 

d. The fourth pair is Thomas the doubter and Matthew the tax collector.   

 

Thomas earned the moniker “Doubting Thomas” in John 20, after the Lord’s 

resurrection when Thomas said he would not believe it was really Jesus until he 

touched the Lords wounded hands and pierced side.  He needed proof.   

 

And the Lord pairs him up with Matthew, the detestable and crooked tax 

collector.   

 

Q. Why would the Lord pair up a man who already had problems trusting … 

with a man who had a reputation for being untrustworthy? -- This is why I 

hate to pray for things like patience or humility.  I’m terrified that that if I pray for 

those things, God will teach me those things. 

 

e. The fifth pair is James the son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus.  Probably the least 

known of the all.  Very little is mentioned about either of them. 

 

And yet they’re recognized as equal to the most eminent apostles.   

 

So, if you’ve ever felt like nobody knows how much you do or how important you 

are … that’s merely an earthly issue.  In Heaven, your mansion will reflect what 

God sees … not what man sees.  

 

f. And our sixth and final pair is Simon the zealot with Judas Iscariot.  Simon, 

remember is the anti-establishment fellow.  He’s a political protester …  a pot 

stirrer.   

 

We won’t know why Jesus paired these men the way He did until He explains it 

to us in Heaven, but I think you have to wonder about what Simon might have 

gained.   

 

He opposed people based on the uniform they wore and the position or title they 

held. Then he meets Judas … a man who looked like he had it all together.  He 

had the right dress and spoke the right words.  He was one of them.  He was even 

the treasurer for Christ’s ministry John 13 tells us. 

 

But, of course, we know that Judas was not what he appeared to be.   

 

Q. Which makes me wonder if Simon learned anything about judging a book 

by its cover? 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 5-6: Back in chapter 9, verse 38, Jesus instructed His followers in prayer to … 

 

“[Beg] the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.” 

 

And what we have here in chapter 10 … is the answer to that prayer.  

 

Too often someone will see a need and think “Why isn’t the church doing something 

about that?” – But they lose track of the fact that they are the church! 

 

That’s a need that God’s shown you and, may very well, be asking you to do something 

about.  

 

It’s been rightly said that “Prayer changes things”.  But prayer doesn’t change anything 

more than it changes the one praying.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Take note of the restrictions and instructions that come with the Lord’s sending of His 

disciples.  He says “Go, but ... I don’t want you going to the gentiles or even the half 

gentile Samaritans.  You’re to minister to the lost sheep of the house of Israel”.   

 

To paraphrase … the Lord’s saying what Paul said in 1
st
 Corinthians 7:20-24 … “Bloom 

where you are planted.”  

 

As they say, “If you’re looking for a minister … look to the one who’s ministering.”   

 

True servants of God aren’t picky about where, or even how, they serve, because true 

servants just wanna fulfill their calling … which is to serve!   

Conclusion:  Last Sunday after Potluck we had a Pastor’s Advisory Board meeting and 

somehow the discussion came up about the difference between “a disciple” and “a 

Christian”.   

 

I can look around here this morning and state with confidence that each one of us here is 

a disciple, but I can’t make that same statement of Christianity.  We’ve gathered here to 

learn about Christ … which, by definition, makes us a disciple, but you can be a disciple 

of Jesus and still go to Hell.  Judas and many others prove that.   

 

The key is to be both.  Being a Christian makes you Heaven-bound … being a Christian 

disciple makes you joyful and Heaven-bound.   

 

So, if there is any doubt in your mind about your own status as a Christian or as a 

Christian disciple … don’t leave here this morning without getting some clarity on it.  

Talk to me or one of the other ministers and let us answer your questions.   

 

But if you are, with certainty, a born-again Christian disciple … then let me leave you 

with this … God’s choice of the brothers and sisters to serve alongside you … may not be 

to your liking.   
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I’m very sure that His choices didn’t please all twelve of the disciples in our text.  But 

God always knows best.   

 

He knows how to compliment us by using others to complete us or sometimes just to 

smooth off the rough edges.   

 

So, we are then challenged to be content with the when, where, why and how of God’s 

sovereign choices.   

 

Being used by God, in any way, is a privilege that we don’t deserve.  And all that’s ever 

really required to make it a success is our surrender! 

 

 

 


