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Two weeks ago, we made it through chapter 15, verse 20 and then went off script last 

week for Resurrection Sunday, but coming back to Matthew’s Gospel this morning, we 

pick it up with the story of a mother imploring the Lord on behalf of her daughter.   

 

And this woman … is amazing!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 21-22: So, the Lord leaves His hometown of Nazareth and travels northwest to 

the regions of Tyre and Sidon … both of which sit very near the coast of the 

Mediterranean Sea.   

 

The account of this in Mark’s gospel adds some additional detail … 

 

7:24 Jesus got up and went away from there to the region of Tyre. And when 

He had entered a house, He wanted no one to know of it; yet He could not 

escape notice. 

 

So, His plan was to slip into this house with His disciples and have time for refreshing.  

But man, rarely cooperates perfectly with God’s perfect plan.   

 

But as we’ll see … the Lord shows great compassion despite the interruption.  He is 

longsuffering and patient.  And I’m very thankful for that … we should all be thankful 

for that … but here’s the thing … the Lord says that if we’re thankful, we’re to show that 

by going and doing likewise.  We’re to be just as longsuffering and patient as He is.  

 

Oh Lord … I come up terribly short of that goal.   

 

And keep in mind that we can’t claim to be “longsuffering” unless we suffer a long time.  

In other words, if you say “No … really it doesn’t bother me when he does that or she 

says this or they won’t do the other” … then it’s not actually the fruit of longsuffering.   

 

To be longsuffering like Jesus requires that you hate it … it drives you up the wall and 

yet … you are always gracious and loving and full of grace and mercy!   

 

So, as I said … I come up terribly short of that goal.  Perhaps you do as well.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In any case … we’re introduced to this mother.  She’s a non-Jewish, Syrophonician lady 

who possesses such humble faith that she’s singled out for praise from Jesus.   
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And interestingly … she refers to Jesus as the “Son of David” in verse 22.  It’s a strange 

title for a gentile to use … but it tells us that she recognizes Jesus’ fulfillment the 

prophetic, Biblical requirements of the Messiah.   

 

Which also tells us that she knew the scripture.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 23: Tell me you’re not surprised by this!  Chances are you didn’t expect Jesus to 

ignore her and I’m certain you didn’t expect the disciples to respond this way!  

 

So, get the picture … this woman implores the Lord on behalf of her daughter, but He 

doesn’t respond to her at all.  As if He hadn’t even heard her.  So, she leaves the Lord and 

finds His disciples (Peter, James, Andrew Phillip, Thomas, John and all the rest …), and 

she begins to implore them.   

 

And, although we’re not told how long she followed them around begging them to talk to 

Jesus for her … quite a long time is implied.  So, they’re going crazy at this woman’s 

incessant request.  She just won’t stop! 

 

But the disciples don’t send her away … they go to Jesus and ask Him to do it.  Perhaps 

because they’d been scolded by the Lord, more than once, for turning away ministry 

opportunities (Luke 9:54-55, 17:1-2).  

 

So, they say … “Lord, You gotta send this crazy lady away … she’s driving us up the 

wall with all this stuff about a sick daughter.”  They sound more like me than what my 

imagination tells me about the disciples. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 24: Now, keep in mind that Jesus is speaking just to His disciples so this is more of 

a lesson for them than a message to this Gentile woman, but still … what He says seems 

so inconsistent with what we read in so many other passages … that Jesus was sent to 

save all that would come to Him … not just the Jews. 

 

Q. And beyond that … what does His response have to do with the request of His 

disciples? –  

 

They say … “Lord, send her away” and His reply is … “I was sent to minister to the 

Jews.” 

 

Q. Is He agreeing or disagreeing with them?  Is He granting or denying their 

request? – It would appear that He’s doing neither.  Rather, He’s causing them to think.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 25-28: She’s back!  She regains access to Jesus and falls at His feet with this 

profoundly simple request … “Lord, help me!”  Almost as short as Peter’s prayer in 

chapter 14 when He cried out “Save me!” and every bit as effective.  
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But the Lord’s response is like fingernails on the chalkboard, primarily because of this 

word “dog”. 

 

Q. The New Testament, as you know, was written in Greek and the Old Testament 

in Hebrew, but who knows what language was spoken in Israel at the time of 

Christ? -- Aramaic. 

 

Interesting, because in both Hebrew and Aramaic there’s no such thing as a curse word. 

In fact, when a Jew wants to curse, even today, they use English curse words. Apparently, 

we just have better curse words than all the other languages.   

  

But in the Lord’s day, about the worst thing you could call someone was a kuon (koo'-

ohn) … a dog.  Even in the scripture, kuon (koo'-ohn) is used in derogatory ways.  For 

instance … 

 

Matthew 7:6 "Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls 

before swine, or they will trample them under their feet, and turn and tear 

you to pieces. 

 

Dogs weren’t pets, but they did have a lot of contact with people because they were 

primarily scavengers.  And as Matthew 7:6 tells us … adult dogs were considered 

dangerous … they were semi-wild dogs … complete with big teeth and bad tempers.   

 

Q. But who doesn’t love a puppy? – The puppies had potential!  Maybe they could be 

tamed.  Certainly, they weren’t dangerous.  And sometimes, they could even be played 

with and enjoyed.  

 

And I’m explaining all that because the word that Jesus and this Syrophonician woman 

use in verses 26 & 27 is not kuon (koo'-ohn), but kunarion (koo-nar'-ee-on) … the word 

for puppy.   

 

But still … put yourself there for a moment.  Just like this gentile woman, you come to 

the Lord and say “please help me” and He responds “It is not good to take the children's 

bread and throw it to the puppies".   

 

Q. Within your own mind … how would you respond? Would you say … “That’s 

not fair!”  “You can’t talk to me like that!”  “I’m no second-class citizen!”? 

 

Q. But then stop and think … what does the Lord owe you?  What does He owe me? 

 What do we deserve?  

 

When we honestly ponder what our response would likely have been in verse 26 … it 

reveals something.  It reveals what we think we deserve compared to what we really 

deserve.   
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What each of us deserves is to burn in Hell for all eternity.  Anything short of that is a 

generous helping of God’s grace! 

 

And this woman’s response reveals her understanding of that truth.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now in truth … at that time of this event, Jesus’ ministry was primarily to the Jews.  It’s 

not that the gentiles were, or are, second class citizens, but that their time had not yet 

come.   

 

Mark’s record of this makes that clear … 

 

Mark 7:27 And He was saying to her, "Let the children be satisfied first, for 

it is not good to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs." 

 

This lady understood humility.  She understood her proper place in the face of a holy 

God.  No whining about fairness. 

 

We should all pray to be more like her in that respect.   

 

But perhaps even more … she understood persistence.  She wouldn’t quit!  She’d been 

ignored and rejected and then the Lord says, “Wait until I’m finished with the Jews”.   

 

All of that must have been very discouraging … but she was a parent and she had a sick 

child at home and she wasn’t going to quit! 

 

Luke 18:1 Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they 

ought to pray and not to lose heart, 2 saying, "In a certain city there was a 

judge who did not fear God and did not respect man. 3 "There was a widow 

in that city, and she kept coming to him, saying, "Give me legal protection 

from my opponent.' 4 "For a while he was unwilling; but afterward he said 

to himself, "Even though I do not fear God nor respect man, 5 yet because 

this widow bothers me, I will give her legal protection, otherwise by 

continually coming she will wear me out.'" 6 And the Lord said, "Hear what 

the unrighteous judge said; 7 now, will not God bring about justice for His 

elect who cry to Him day and night, and will He delay long over them? 8 "I 

tell you that He will bring about justice for them quickly. However, when the 

Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?" 

 

This widow knew that the judge had the authority and power to grant her request and she 

would not be granted her request outside of his order … so she came faithfully to him.   

 

You know, so often, faith can come across as arrogance.  And in truth, people sometimes 

have an unjust arrogance in their faith.   

 

That’s one of the reasons I so love the example of this concerned mother in Matthew 15.  

Her faith was so humble.  Jesus called it “great” faith.  Not just big faith, but great faith.   
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Q. I read about what she did and how she responded to the, undoubtedly, 

discouraging things that were said … and I read her responses and I just find myself 

lamenting … why can’t I be more like that? – But even more than I lament over that 

question … I lament over the answer … 

 

“If you’re not more like her … it’s because you don’t want to be!” – She was who she 

was … who she wanted to be … because she was humble enough to be shaped and had a 

faith great enough for God to lay His shaping hands on her.   

 

She really wanted it!  And although we don’t know all the details of this story … we 

don’t know all that preceded this moment … we do know what compelled her in the 

recorded text … it was passion for her child.   

 

And this really is a shout out to all parents, but especially moms … since our story is 

about one.   

 

This woman understood who she was in the presence of Christ and she understood who 

Christ was in her presence.  That’s what compelled her persistence on behalf of her child.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

You know, over and over again, the New Testament refers to a bonded group of believers 

as a “family”.  The body of Christ.  And no matter who you are … you have a role in this 

family.   

 

Romans 16:13 Greet Rufus, a choice man in the Lord, also his mother and 

mine.  

 

This is the Apostle Paul recognizing his godly brother’s mother as his own mother. 

 

That means that in a spiritual sense … you’re somebody’s mother … or, at least, 

somebody’s spiritual parent.  You’re someone’s spiritual bother or sister.  You’re 

someone’s spiritual son or daughter.  You’re a member of the family of God which 

means you both … get family privileges and have family responsibilities.  

 

What’s emphasized in this morning’s text is the privilege of having family members who 

will implore the Lord on your behalf and the responsibility of imploring the Lord on 

theirs.  

 

Think again of the mother in this morning’s text … she can teach us a lot about what our 

role as a spiritual parent or even an older sibling.  

 

And really … if you’re a biological parent … or if you’ve raised children from birth 

through adulthood … then you’ve already learned 90% of the lessons necessary to be a 

great spiritual parent.  
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1. You already know that when you feel like you just can’t do it one more day … 

you do it one more day.  

 

2. You’re already an expert at cleaning up messes when our youngsters soil 

themselves or spill another glass of juice.   

 

3. You already understand that when you have children … you have to prepare more 

food, clean more dishes, wash more laundry and earn more money. In other words 

… you gotta work harder!  

 

4. And you know that virtually every moment is a teaching opportunity.  The word 

“WHY?” has virtually worn a groove into your eardrums.  But as you teach … the 

“Why’s?” become a little less frequent and eventually you really begin to miss 

them.  

 

5. And … perhaps most importantly … you already understand that 99% of the time, 

no one’s gonna say “Thank you” or pat you on the back for doing all of the above. 

 

But those things are the family responsibilities that come with the family privileges.   

 

Let me share with you … a prayer that a group of wise people prayed over Boaz back in 

the book of Ruth.  Now their prayer is for the woman who would become Boaz’s wife, 

but it could just as easily be for a husband or older sibling or grandparent …  

 

Ruth 4:11 All the people who were in the court, and the elders, said, "We are 

witnesses. May the LORD make the woman who is coming into your home 

like Rachel and Leah, both of whom built the house of Israel … 

 

Q. But … how was it that Rachael and Leah built the house of Israel? Did they pick 

up the pick and hammer and start swinging? – No.   

 

Q. Was it because of their heroic government involvement … or their civic 

accomplishments or their monetary contributions? – Nope!  

 

They’re credited with building the house of Israel because they gave it their all as parents.  

It was because they changed another diaper and filled another juice glass … that was 

their contribution to the construction of the house of Israel and so great was that 

contribution that 800 years later, people were still praying for more parents like them.  

 

Because it is upon the shoulders of godly parents (biological or physical) that nations are 

built.  

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  This passage in Matthew … really teaches us three things: 

 

1. What is the power of prayer. 

2. What is the importance of prayer and … 
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3. How are parents and other family members (biological or spiritual) to pray … 

 

If you give birth to a child or you adopt a child or if you lead someone to salvation (you 

lead them to re-birth) … or someone simply looks to you for discipleship … they’re 

looking to you to help them spiritually grow-up … in all those situations … that person 

standing in front of you needs your faithful and humble and impassioned prayers. 

 

No matter if they’re 2 ½ feet tall or 6 ½ feet tall.  No matter if they have their empty hand 

out to you or they’re trying to hide the mess they’ve made.  No matter if they have gray 

hair or no hair … they’re your spiritual relative … pray for them and minister to them.  

 

Back in Matthew … this tenacious mother’s child needed Jesus!  My children need Jesus 

and your children need Jesus!  Your siblings here need Jesus!  No matter how good or 

how bad their situation is … they need Jesus and then they need more Jesus!   

 

Pray for that on their behalf!  Prayer had better not be the extent of your ministry to them 

… but prayer had better be the beginning and the end of your ministry for them.   

 

 


