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Once again the venue changes here in chapter 19 so we’re gonna jump straight in and 

then backtrack as necessary.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 1-2: It says … “When Jesus had finished these words”.  So it’s, of course 

referring to Chapter 18 which is one continuous dialogue between the disciples and the 

Lord and it contains discussion on 4 major topics: 

 

1.  Verses 1-6 are a teaching on childlike faith.  The emphasis being on humility.   

 

2.  Verses 7-14 describe Christ’s intimate and personal love for us with an 

emphasis on the unconditional nature of His love.  

 

3.  Verses 15-20 speak of God’s perfect plan for church discipline.  And … 

 

4.  Verses 21-35 conclude the chapter with the repeated commandment to 

forgive one another.   

 

Then we come to chapter 19 and it says that the Lord “departed from Galilee”, but 

what’s not mentioned is that this trip ultimately culminates in the crucifixion.   

 

Now geographically, they go to the area known as Perea which lies between the Sea of 

Galilee and the Dead Sea on the east side of the Jordan.  At the time though … it was all 

part of the land governed by Herod Antipas so it’s all lumped together under the title 

Judea.   

 

And we’re told that large crowds followed the Lord and He ministered to them; healing 

the sick and showering blessings … until … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 3: So typical of religious people.  And by that, I mean, people who have a form of 

godliness based on some church affiliation or dedication to a set of rules or standard of 

morality … but who are not born again and therefore not empowered by the indwelling 

power of the Holy Spirit.   

 

Listen to how the Apostle Paul describes it in … 

 

2nd Timothy 3:2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, 

arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, 
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irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 

4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 

God, 5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; 

Avoid such men as these. 

 

You read that list and you’d expect Paul to be talking about a bunch of Satanists or 

something, but in reality, he’s describing the average church-goer!  Those who hold to 

some form of godliness but have never accepted a personal relationship with Jesus.  

People like these Pharisees who come to test Jesus.  

 

Now this particular question on divorce was the hot topic of the day, so it made for a 

great wedge of division … which, of course, is what they intended.   

 

At that time, there were two well respected teachers who had very different opinions on 

the matter of divorce and therefore, set the stage for people to choose sides.   

 

One of those teachers was a very liberal rabbi by the name Hillel (hil'-el).  And he’d 

published a handy little list of acceptable reasons for a man to divorce his wife (and only 

men were legally permitted to file for divorce).   

 

So, here’s a few acceptable reasons for a man to divorce his wife from Hillel’s list: 

 

1.  If a man’s wife said anything against his mother.  She was then considered 

unclean and he could divorce her. 

 

2.  If a man found another woman more attractive than his own wife, then she 

could be considered unclean by comparison which Hillel said was justification for 

divorce.  

 

3.  If a man’s wife didn’t prepare the foods he liked, then he could issue her a 

certificate of divorce because of that uncleanness according to the liberal rabbi 

Hillel.   

 

But on the other side of this debate was the more conservative Rabbi Shammai (sham'a-

i).   And he took a much narrower view of divorce.   

 

He taught that the only allowable reason for divorce was “moral uncleanness” … which 

came in two forms: 

 

1. If a man found out, at the consummation of the marriage, that his bride was not, in 

fact, a virgin … she was considered “morally unclean” and could be divorced.  

  

2. Or if she was found to be sexually immoral during the marriage. 

  

So, these Pharisees are trying to trap Jesus by forcing Him to choose sides in this 

controversy.   
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 4-6:  The Pharisees want Jesus to side with either Hillel or Shammai, but He says 

… “Rather than taking sides with any man, let’s settle this by the word of God” … and 

He refers them to Genesis 2:24 and says … almost, in a humorous way … “Have you not 

read it?”  

 

The point of the scripture though is that it is God who brings husbands and wives 

together and since God doesn’t make mistakes … divorce is not of God.  It’s strictly a 

man-made thing. 

 

The Pharisees though … aren’t quite finished with their argument … so they go on … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 7-9:  God’s instruction … given through Moses … is recorded in Deuteronomy 

24:1-4. A passage that the Pharisees were grossly misinterpreting or, at least, misquoting.   

 

They say … “Why then did Moses command …”.  But neither Moses nor God EVER 

commanded anything with regard to divorce except … don’t do it!   

 

In Malachi 2:16, God really puts His heart into it when He says, “I hate divorce”. 

Without exception God hates divorce.  No matter why a divorce takes place … God hates 

it.   

 

He bears no hatred whatsoever toward anyone who is divorced (remember His love is 

unconditional), but the act of divorce … He hates under any and all circumstances.   

 

Jesus certainly noted their perversion of the Word and corrects it in verse 8 when He 

says, “No … Moses permitted it under specific circumstances and for a specific reason”. 

 

Q. And what was that reason … why did Moses allow for divorce? – Because of the 

hardness of the human heart.   

 

God hates divorce and never advocates it.  His desire is that every marriage last forever 

… even in cases of adultery.   

 

But … if someone allows their heart to harden … if someone’s heart grows too hard to 

please God by reconciling their marriage, then go ahead and file for divorce, but it is 

never God’s perfect will. 

 

And then on a practical level …  

 

Q. What exactly does the Lord mean in verse 9 … talking about divorce, remarriage 

and the sin of adultery? – 

 

Matthew 5:31 … "WHOEVER SENDS HIS WIFE AWAY, LET HIM GIVE 

HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE'; 32 but I say to you that everyone 
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who divorces his wife, except for the reason of unchastity, makes her commit 

adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

 

So, when your co-worker or neighbor asks you about God’s view on divorce … all of us 

should be able to say, “He hates it … no matter what the reason”.   

 

But here’s a more difficult scenario … your neighbor, who confesses Christ as their Lord, 

divorced his first wife many years ago because they, “Just fell out of love”.  And now he 

comes to you and asks your opinion on getting re-married. 

 

Q. In light of this scripture then … what’s the right advice for him?  God’s will for 

him, is to be reconciled to his first wife or remain single.  There’s really no other way to 

read the scriptures and that’s the advice that Christians should give.   

 

But don’t stop there.  Let’s read the next few verses to complete the thought … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 10-12:  Strictly speaking … a eunuch is a castrated male, but in many contexts, 

this one included, a eunuch means an asexual male.  One who has no interest in sexual 

relations whatsoever. And that could include self-imposed sexual abstinence. 

 

Listen to how the Apostle Paul puts it in … 

 

1
st
 Corinthians 7:1 Now concerning the things about which you wrote, it 

is good for a man not to touch a woman. 
2 
But because of immoralities, each 

man is to have his own wife, and each woman is to have her own 

husband.
3 
The husband must fulfill his duty to his wife, and likewise also the 

wife to her husband. 
4 
The wife does not have authority over her own body, 

but the husband does; and likewise also the husband does not have authority 

over his own body, but the wife does. 
5 

Stop depriving one another, except by 

agreement for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer, and come 

together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-

control. 
6 
But this I say by way of concession, not of command. 

7 
Yet I wish 

that all men were even as I myself am. However, each man has his own gift 

from God, one in this manner, and another in that. 

 

So the summary is:  

 

1. If you can remain pure and single … do so because it will free up your time and 

resources to serve the Lord. 

 

2. But … if you cannot remain pure as a single person … get married. 

 

3. And if you have no interest in sexual relations … remain single because sexual 

relations is an obligation of marriage.  
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But the other thing that the Lord’s saying here in Matthew is that if a divorced person 

remarries because of sexual temptation … then God’s original plan for marriage is 

restored … stay married forever.  Whether it’s marriage number one, two or seven.   

 

Divorce for any reason, other than adultery, is sin.  And … remarriage (unless the divorce 

was for adultery) is also sin.   

 

But hear me on this … it is the wedding, NOT the marriage that is sin.  It is the wedding, 

NOT the marriage that is sin!  The point being … if you’re married … stay that way. And 

if you get married … stay that way!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 13-15: The original language specifies that these are toddlers … probably 

between 1 and 3 years of age.  Little ones!    

 

So my bet is that these children were brought by their mothers for several reasons: 

 

1. The children were very young.  

2. There’s no indication that these children were having problems.  And dads are 

problem fixers, but if there are no problems to fix … it’s mom’s ballpark.  

3. They were congregated … multiple children and multiple moms. 

4. The disciples were playing tough.  

 

So … way to go moms!  They bring their children to Jesus, not because they were 

desperately ill or seriously injured, but proactively … just for the Lord’s blessing of 

prayer over them.   

 

Of course, today we don’t bring our children before Him for prayer … but before Him in 

prayer!   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 16-20:  This young man is what I would label as a “standard moralist”.  He’s 

looking for a way to work himself into Heaven.   

 

And I am truly convinced that there will be more moralists than Satanists in Eternal Hell.  

 

This young man, like so many people, just wanted a set of rules.  So, Jesus engages him 

in that conversation and gives him a list of rules that he was already keeping … making 

the point that he was already keeping rules and doing good works and yet felt incomplete. 

Jesus says to him, “You feel empty, don’t you?”   

 

And it’s noteworthy that as Jesus engages this guy about his moralism … He only recites 

commandments 5-10 (Exodus 20:3-17).   

 

Q. Why? – Because those are the commandments that deal with man’s relationship to 

man … while commandments 1-4 all deal with man’s relationship to God. 
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 Q. And which ones had this moralist been keeping? -- He was focused on his 

relationship with and morality toward man … because he didn’t have a genuine 

relationship with God.   

 

And notice … that his ability to do good was really limited to doing no harm.  He didn’t 

lie or cheat or kill etc…  And without the empowerment of the Holy Spirit none of us are 

really capable of more.   

 

And honestly … we’re surrounded by people just like this young man.  They have the 

standard issue of American comforts and they try to be good people and yet their souls 

are empty.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 21-22: Again … the limitations of human morality and generosity without the 

empowerment of the Holy Spirit.   

 

And Jesus isn’t merely saying “Give it all away” … He’s saying let God use it all now 

and, then in the age to come, you’ll be amply rewarded for it. 

 

But that would be an act of faith in God … faith that this young man wasn’t ready to 

muster.  He was a man whose faith was in self and money … not God.  

 

He wanted to feel complete but was saying “no” to the only One who could make him 

complete.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 23-26:  “It’s easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich 

man to enter the kingdom of God."   

 

I agree with the disciples … that is an astonishing statement.   

 

Q. So, does it mean that rich people can’t go to Heaven? – Of course not.   

 

But it does mean that the love of money makes Heaven a less likely destination.  

Abundance can, most certainly, become a stumbling block to our faith.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 27-30: Peter says, “Lord, I heard what you said to that man and we’ve not only 

followed You, but we’ve left everything to do it … so whatta we get?”  

 

A question that Jesus graciously answers, and Mark’s gospel adds to … 

 

Mark 10:29 … "… there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or 

mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel's sake, 

30 but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, 

houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along 

with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life. 
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A passage that many have corrupted to say that “If you give a dollar to God’s work … He 

has to give you a hundred back.” 

 

But you know … as many times as I’ve read this … I have yet to see anything about 

money in it.   

 

Really … it’s a promise of things better than money … a close walk with Jesus, 

membership in His earthly body and more brothers and sisters than we can count.   

 

I’m reminded of something that happened just after we moved to Oklahoma some twenty 

years ago now.  A house that belonged to one of the Calvary Chapel pastors up in Kansas 

burned down completely.  Three days later, as he and his family, were trying to process 

their loss and put together a plan, the church board called him and asked him to come 

down to the church for an urgent meeting.   

 

He said that his first thought at the time was “NO … I just can’t handle another problem 

right now” but knowing that he had a responsibility … he went.  When he got there, he 

found a gathering of about 75 men from a variety of churches from the region.  

 

They’d called him down there to get some specifics on how he wanted his house rebuilt. 

And 26 days later … he and his family moved back into their house. 

 

That’s what Jesus meant.  Not money and Mercedes, but hundreds of brothers and sisters 

and a shower of love and blessing. 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: Jesus said … 

 

Luke 12:22 …. do not worry about your life, as to what you will eat; nor for 

your body, as to what you will put on. 23 "For life is more than food, and the 

body more than clothing. 

 

He meant it you know!  Don’t worry about what you’re gonna eat or what you’re gonna 

wear … rather … trust God.  Because trust is the antidote for worry.   

 

Psalm 91 verse 2 says …  

 

I will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress, My God, in whom I 

trust!" 

 

Trusting in the Lord puts everything into perspective and protects us from the disaster of 

trusting in anything else.  

 


