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Teaching: Matthew, remember, was written to convince the Jewish people that Jesus 

was the Messiah they were waiting for and as we’ll see … that goal is furthered in this 

morning’s text.   

 

Jesus is now just four days away from the cross with the next several chapters 

describing an ever-increasing rebellion against Him, and rejection of Him, that 

culminates on the cross.   

 

So, as we make our way through these next several chapters and see His rejection, we 

need to be cautious that we don’t see the same thing that the Jewish people saw; a man 

claiming to be God … rejected, defeated and crucified.   

 

Because … while they’re true in the physical realm … they can become Satan’s lie if we 

don’t remember that Jesus is God, so defeat was certainly not true in the spiritual realm. 

 

Something Jesus explains in … 

 

John 10:17 "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life 

so that I may take it again.  18 "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay 

it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have 

authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My 

Father."  

 

He willingly submitted to all the unfairness, humiliation, torture and death that we’re 

going to be looking at over the next several chapters.  And none of it was a surprise.  

Everything that happened to Jesus was, not only known to God, but prophesied to man.   

 

In fact, I have 23 pages of Old Testament Prophecies that are fulfilled in Christ, but for 

now, let me just give you a small sampling … 

 

- It was foretold that He would cry “My God, My God, why have You forsaken 

Me?” 

- That darkness would cover the earth at His death 

- That the people would despise Him 

- That He would be surrounded by His enemies as He died 

- That He would be pierced through His hands and His feet 
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- That throughout the ordeal of His torture and death … not even one of His bones 

would be broken 

- That the people would gamble (or cast lots), for His clothing 

- That none of His clothes would be torn 

- That He would be convicted on the testimony of false witnesses 

- That He would thirst 

- That Judas would betray Him 

- That He would be offered sour wine 

- That He would be beaten  

- That they would spit upon Him 

- That He would be severely disfigurement 

- That He would be silent in court 

- Old Testament prophecies also foretold what type of graveHis body would be 

placed in 

- That Judas would be paid thirty pieces of silver for betraying Him 

- That a potter’s field would be purchased with those 30 pieces of silver 

- That the Lord’s disciples would be scattered 

- And … exactly what time and day He would die 

 

*For those who want the full list … let me know and I’ll make it available.  

 

The setting for this morning’s text is the week of Passover; The annual Hebrew festival 

on the 14th day of the month of Nisan.  

 

Passover was a reenactment of the last meal the Hebrews ate in Egypt during their 

captivity and the evening that God passed over the houses of the Hebrews but put to 

death, the firstborn in each of the Egyptian homes (Exodus chapter 12).   

 

And historians tell us that Passover drew about two million people to Jerusalem each 

year. So, keep that collision in mind; Jesus’ arrival and the swollen population in 

Jerusalem at the time.   

 

Remember also, that Israel was under the control of the Roman government at that time 

and that Jerusalem had been a problem area in the past for Rome, because the people 

there didn’t submit to Roman authority very willingly.   

 

So, put yourself in the shoes of Rome.  One of the hot spots … that’s given you trouble in 

the past over religious issues is having their biggest religious festival of the year and Jews 

from all over the region have gathered for it.  Two million, problematic Jews.   

 

So, you can bet that the Romans were out in large numbers … a peacekeeping force 

to deter through power.   

 

And a Roman soldier was an impressive sight.  Rome had plenty of money, so they 

supplied their army well.  More than half of the Roman army at that time was cavalry. So, 

their Roman steeds along with their brass and iron gear made them an intimidating force.  
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Now as we look at these last 8 chapters, we’re going to do so, not so much by chapter 

and verse, as by day of the week, so let me give you that big picture … 

 

The historians tell us that the, so called, “triumphal entry” that we’ll see in these first 

several verses occurred on an American Sunday.   

 

On the next morning … Monday, starting in verse 18, we see the cursing of the fig tree 

and the cleansing of the temple.   

 

Tuesday brings debates with the religious leaders, the famous Olivet Discourse and 

Judas’ acceptance of the thirty pieces of silver for his betrayal of the Lord (Matthew 

26:14-16).   

 

There are no recorded events on Wednesday. 

 

Thursday includes the Last Supper and what we know as the Upper Room Discourse, as 

well as the events in the Garden of Gethsemane.  

 

And Friday is, of course, the culmination of “Passion Week” with the Lord’s arrest and 

mock trials, His crucifixion and burial.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 1-7: So here we are on day one of Holy Week (or Passion Week) … Sunday. Now 

consider some of the things that we discussed in background … picture it as we read the 

scripture.   

 

Two million people in the city with all these impressive Roman soldiers mounted on their 

beautiful horses.  As Jesus rides in, not on a horse, but on a donkey.  Just doesn’t seem fit 

for a King.   

 

At Homecoming football games …  when the princesses all get paraded out in Corvettes, 

you don’t expect to see the Queen in a Pinto! But Jesus comes in “Gentle and mounted 

on a donkey”, verse 5 tells us.   

 

Acts 8:32 says that Jesus came to this earth more than 2,000 years ago “as a lamb led to 

the slaughter” … and yet … 

 

Revelation 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and 

He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges 

and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many 

diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except 

Himself. 13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called 

The Word of God. 14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine 

linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. 
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Jesus came to this earth the first time “as a lamb”, “lowly and riding on a donkey”, but 

He’s coming back and when He does it will be in the glory of His power riding on a 

white horse of war instead of a lowly donkey of peace.   

 

So, it’s not that difficult to understand the Jew’s perception … it looked as if the Lord’s 

whole campaign was crashing down around Him. 

 

But Mark’s record gives us a little tidbit of information about this entry that strongly 

refutes that … 

 

Mark 11:2 ... "Go into the village opposite you, and immediately as you enter 

it, you will find a colt tied there, on which no one yet has ever sat; untie it and 

bring it here. 

 

“… a colt … on which no one yet has ever sat” 
 

Q. What would you expect an unbroken donkey to do when someone climbs onto his 

back for the first time? 

 

Psalm 8:6 … You have put all things under his feet, 7 All sheep and oxen, 

And also the beasts of the field, 8 The birds of the heavens and the fish of the 

sea, Whatever passes through the paths of the seas. 9 O LORD, our Lord, 

How majestic is Your name in all the earth! 

 

This donkey didn’t fight because the Lord … his Creator was the One on his back.   

 

And one last point of importance before we move on … if you go back to Daniel’s 

prophecy of the 70 weeks in Daniel chapter 9, you’ll find there the prophecy that after 

69 weeks (interpreted as 69 groups of 7 or 483 years), beginning with the issue of the 

decree to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem, the Messiah would be “cut off”.   

 

And beginning with the decree issued by Artaxerxes on the 14th of March 445 B.C. and 

counting forward 483 years (or 173,880 days), you come to the 6th of April 32 A.D., the 

date that Jesus road into Jerusalem on the back of unbroken donkey. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 8-11:  John’s gospel (chapter 11) records that the last miracle Jesus performed 

before His entry into Jerusalem was the raising of Lazarus from the dead.   

 

So, with that dramatic miracle fresh in the minds of the people, the crowd was very 

excited.  This lowly entry was creating quite a stir that, I’m sure, made these mighty 

Roman soldiers, more than a little bit, jumpy.   

 

And Mark’s gospel tells us that these branches the people were spreading out were leafy, 

palm branches.  Which is where the name “Palm Sunday” comes from. 

 



 5 

So, the people have lined the streets to celebrate, what they thought and hoped would be, 

the entrance of their new King.  And they’re honoring Him by spreading out their 

clothing and branches on the road.  Their version of rolling out the red carpet. 

 

And the people are shouting “Hosanna to the Son of David; BLESSED IS HE WHO 

COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Hosanna in the highest!" 

 

“Hosanna” is, of course, an ancient Hebrew exclamation that means “save now” and 

“Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord” is a quote from Psalm 118 … written 

for military victors. 

 

And Jesus doesn’t stop them from praising Him as King.  On all other occasions when 

the people had tried to elevate Him politically, He’s responded “My hour has not yet 

come.”.  But He doesn’t stop them here because His hour had finally come.   

 

Now as these people were shouting “Hosanna … save us now!”, what they were really 

asking Him for was liberation from Roman rule, not eternal salvation.  They were fed up 

and wanted to elect Jesus as their king even as they were rejecting Him as the King of 

Kings.   

 

No doubt Jesus would have been the best King the Jews had ever had, but in that 

position, He could not have fulfilled what He came to do.  Clearly, we need godly people 

in positions of political leadership, but we need to remind ourselves that salvation will 

never come from those positions or people.   

 

We can read many examples of godly rulers taking the helm of Jewish rule in the Old 

Testament, and they had a great impact on the people.  They brought about, much needed 

reform, but those are nothing more than temporarily changed minds … not regenerated 

hearts.    

 

I could get a little Grecian Formula and take care of this gray color that seems to be 

taking over my face and head, but like legislated peace and morality, it would be very 

temporary.   

 

Change that comes from the outside will always be temporary.  Change that is enforced, 

will change again when the enforcer changes.  That’s one of the awesome benefits of 

Christianity.   

 

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

 

He never changes, and His rule will never end.  That means that when we let Him change 

us from the inside out … it’s forever.  

 

These enthusiastic Jews though … weren’t willing to let Him into their hearts … only 

their government.  But that’s not why He came to this earth.  And ultimately it was His 

failure to give them the temporary changes they wanted that led to His crucifixion.  
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Q. So let me ask you … if Jesus never did another thing for you … if He never gave 

you another blessing … if He never gave you another day of protection or another 

moment of comfort and peace as long as you live on this earth … would your love 

for Him change?   

 

Satan had a discussion with God along those same lines.  Speaking of Job, Satan said to 

God, “He only loves You because You give him stuff.”  God said, “No, that’s not true 

and I’ll prove it to you.”  So, God took away all of Job’s stuff.   

 

Q. And what did Job say? -- He said … 

 

Job 19:25 "As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, …” 

 

See Job understood that God would forgive his sins and that’s what really mattered. Not 

the property or the big family.  Not the promotion or even our health, because all those 

things are temporary.   

  

Job was sitting in a heap of ashes scratching his boils with a broken piece of pottery … 

and praising God.  His wealth, his home and even his children were gone.  His wife was 

telling him to “curse God and die.”  And Job praised God.   

 

But the Jews in this morning’s text, despite their adulation … unlike Job … were 

offering the Lord only their conditional love.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 12-17: Don’t forget that this is the season of Passover so there were droves of 

people coming to the temple to offer their sacrifices.   

 

And there was a very lucrative little scam going on.  The High Priest, Caiaphas, had a 

family business in the outer court of the temple.  They were the “meat inspectors” of 

sorts.  

 

They were the ones that could approve and disapprove animals that people brought to 

sacrifice.  If their animals failed the inspection (and of course most did), then these meat 

inspectors would sell them a pre-approved, USDA stamped animal for a hansom little 

prophet.   

 

They were making it difficult for the people to come and worship the Lord.  They were 

“selling admission” you might say.   

 

But you know what … that’s still going on today.  Not that churches are selling rams and 

doves, but their selling a lot of other things.   

 

Sending out letters, they ask for extra money cuz God’s broke, they sell indulgences in all 

their various forms, they promise that God will give you back a hundred-fold or more.  
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But it shouldn’t be that way.  Christ is a free gift.  He’s not to be sold.  And no one is to 

be hindered in coming to Him.   

 

They shouldn’t be hindered because they don’t or can’t tithe.  They shouldn’t be hindered 

because they can’t afford nice enough clothing or … because they’re still carrying around 

some bad habits.  It’s the ill that need a doctor.  No one should be hindered from coming 

to, and worshipping, the Lord. 

 

And notice that, although the people were scurrying about … trying to get their animal 

sacrifices prepared … Jesus wasn’t hurried.  Because He carried His sacrifice … indeed 

… our sacrifice … in the person of Himself … pre-approved by The Father.   

 

In John’s gospel (chapter 2), we have record of Jesus cleansing the Temple at the outset 

of His ministry.  Here, we have record of Him doing it again and the close of His 

ministry.  

 

Which tells me that we too need to cleanse the temple periodically … 

 

2nd Corinthians 6:16 …. we are the temple of the living God … 

 

The reality for every true believer is that sometimes … God’s Holy Spirit will come into 

our hearts and turn over a few tables.  When we begin getting a little too comfortable … 

God will often remove those comforts.  Not to punish us, but to bless us.   

 

And this purging or cleansing applies to the church corporately as much as it does to each 

of us individually.  If we, as a church, begin to settle into a routine that places “the 

routine” in the center … where God should be … get out of the way of those tables.   

 

I see four things in this passage, that the Lord recommends and encourages should be 

taking place in His temple.  Remember, as we look at these that you are the temple.   

 

1.  Verse 13, says that the Temple of God is to be a place of prayer. 

2.  Verse 14, says that it’s to be a place of helps and healing.   

3.  Verse 15 … that it’s to be a place of power.  And … 

4.  Verse 16 … that it’s to be a place of praise. 

 

Prayer, Helps, Power and Praise should be regularly taking place in your temple! 

 

 

Conclusion:  

 

Q.  Remember the crowd of people that yelled “Hosanna … save us now” at the 

Lord’s triumphal entry? -- Well, many of them were the very same ones yelling 

“crucify Him” just a few days later.   
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They wanted to be associated with Him as long as things looked promising, but when the 

tide turned … their commitment died.   

 

Q. What about us?  What about me?  What about you?  Are we committed … win, 

lose or draw? 

 

John Wesley once said … 

 

“If I had 300 men who feared nothing but God, hated nothing but sin, and 

determined to know nothing among men but Christ and Him crucified, I would set 

the world on fire.” 

 

Q. If that call went out … would you be counted among those 300?  Would I? 

 

We saw how the writer of Psalm 8, wrote that the Lord has dominion over all the beasts 

and the fish.  We saw how the unbroken colt offered no resistance to what the Lord 

wanted to do with Him.   

 

Q. But what about us?  Does the Lord have that same degree of dominion over us? 

How much resistance do we put up?  Are we … am I … are you regularly inviting 

Him to turn over your tables?   

 


