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This morning, we get to look at an incredible and important passage called The Parable of 

the Ten Virgins.   

 

It’s a parable that draws on the components of a Jewish marriage ceremony and uses 

them to point to our marriage, as Christians, to the ultimate groom … Jesus Christ.   

 

So … before we get started in the text … let’s review the three components of an 

orthodox Jewish wedding … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

1. Starting with … The Match … which was made by the father of the groom.  

 

The father would watch a number of young ladies for some time … trying to choose the 

best mate for his son.   

 

Q. But, as foreign as that might sound to us … who arranged the first marriage?  -- 

The Father chose Eve for Adam.   

 

It was also the father of the groom who financed the entire event.  And the expense was 

substantial.  The parallel, of course, is that the Father of our Groom, Jesus Christ, also 

paid for everything … 

 

Matthew 13:45 … the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine 

pearls, 46 and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that 

he had and bought it. 

 

Now the role that the bride’s father played was a much smaller one and really it was more 

obstructive than anything else, because as long as his daughter was with him she was a 

benefit to the home.  Giving her up to a groom was a loss to him, so he was only willing 

to give her up for a price.   

 

It’s no different with us.  Before we come to Jesus, we belonged to Satan and we were of 

value to him.  When Jesus was speaking to a group of lost Jews, He said … 

 

John 8:42 …  "If God were your Father, you would love Me …but … 44 

"You are of your father the devil … 
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And just as the father of the Jewish groom purchased his son’s bride, so too our Heavenly 

Father purchased us from the father of this world.   

 

So once the groom’s father had selected the maiden that he was convinced would make a 

good wife for his son, he would enter into a negotiation process with the young lady’s 

father.   

 

Ultimately a price (or “dowry”) was agreed upon and the two fathers would enter into a 

covenant agreement with one another.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

2. The second stage of the Jewish marriage is known as The Betrothal.   

 

Once a covenant had been entered into by the fathers, the focus then shifted to the bride 

and the bridegroom. Starting with the groom communicating to the bride a day and time 

that he would be coming to her father’s house.   

 

Now this was very nerve-racking for the groom, because the bride had a choice to make. 

If she decided to reject the groom, she simply wouldn’t answer the door when he came, 

and the poor guy would just tuck his tail and head for home.  But, if she decided to accept 

him as her groom, then she was expected to prepare a meal and invite him in when he 

arrived.   

 

Revelation 3:20 "Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My 

voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he 

with Me. 

 

If the bride opened the door, they would share the meal and then seal, or ratify, the match 

by drinking a cup of wine.  Much like our sacrament of communion.  

 

It was also at this time that the bridegroom presented his bride with gifts.  And likewise, 

our bridegroom, Jesus Christ said … 

 

John 15:26 "When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the 

Father, that is the Spirit of truth …  

 

Now … the betrothal period in Jewish culture, could last up to a year and during that time 

the bride was expected to do three things:   

 

A. First, she was to be busy making blankets and clothing and such.  Things that 

would benefit the couple during their marriage.  In other words … she was 

expected to remain “occupied until the groom came” (Luke 19:13).  

 

B. The second thing the betrothed bride was expected to do, was to wear a veil 

anytime she was in public to show that she now belonged to the groom. That 

she was “sanctified” or “set apart”.   
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1st Peter 2:9 encourages us, as the bride of Christ to be a “peculiar people”. 

 We’re to be set apart and recognizable in this world in much the same way 

that the veil made the betrothed bride recognizable.  She was spoken for and 

so are we.   

 

C. The third responsibility given to the bride during her betrothal was known as 

the “Mikvah” … a ceremonial bathing process in which the bride would 

immerse herself in water.  And similarly, we observe the sacrament of baptism 

as a ceremonial cleansing. 

 

The groom, meanwhile, was responsible for preparing the home they would live in.    

Remember that it was the father of the groom who chose the bride, paid the dowry, 

donated the land upon which the couple’s home would be built and ultimately it was the 

father of the groom who decided when to allow his son to go get his bride.   

 

They were the only ones who knew when they were going to end the betrothal and allow 

the bride and groom to begin married life.  And the fathers typically had some fun in their 

role. 

 

The groom was responsible for building the home, but that became a party of sorts … 

because the groom and his friends would make a celebration of the building process as a 

group effort.  

  

And when the groom had completed the home to his satisfaction, he then had to get it 

inspected by his father.  And that’s where the fun would come in for the father.   

 

Remember … this is a young man who’s been promised a bride and has promised himself 

to her.  And you can bet that he was more than just a little anxious to have his bride with 

him.   

 

But dad would come in, take a look around the home, rub his beard and with a little smirk 

say, “Well son, you’ve done a great job, but my daughter-in-law deserves the best and, 

well, there are just a few things that I’d like you to change.”  And he would point out 

some changes that may or may not have been necessary, but regardless, the son was 

obligated to set about fixing them.   

 

So, he and his friends would re-gather and make all the required changes and 

improvements and then again call for the father to come and inspect.   

 

And as you might guess, dad would come and take another look around … rub his chin 

and say, “Well son … it’s much better ……… but, there are still a couple of things.” And 

then he’d point out a few more improvements that were to be made.   

 

The son’s hopes, of course, would hit the floor again, but he would faithfully go about the 

tasks and when the house was just perfect he would call good ole dad over for the final 

inspection.   
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Dad would say, “Son you have indeed built a beautiful home and you have completed all 

the repairs that I’ve ask of you.  The house is almost perfect.  But son, your bride is very 

precious, and she deserves the very best that you can offer her, so there’s just one more 

thing.  If you’ll just change this one last item, then I think it will be ready for her.” 

 

So, again … the groom would make the required changes.  No doubt grumbling under his 

breath the whole time … but then at a time when he did not expect it, the father would 

show up at the home … walk in and say … “Son, you’ve done it.  It’s perfect … go get 

your bride.”   

 

And that’s exactly the picture we need to have of our Heavenly Father and His Son.  As 

our bridegroom, Jesus is just that anxious!  It says in … 

 

John 14:2 "… I go to prepare a place for you. 3 "If I go and prepare a place 

for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there 

you may be also. 

 

Only the Father knows when He’s going to say, “OK Son … go get Your bride.”, but 

when He does, both the Son and those of us who are His bride will be more than elated.   

 

So … in the Jewish culture … the happy groom would hurry and prepare himself to 

retrieve his bride. Complete with wedding clothes.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

3. The Culmination: Removing the bride from her father’s home and taking her to 

the groom’s home.   

 

A steward, typically a close friend of the groom, was placed in charge of arrangements 

for the wedding feast as well as the dispensing of the wine.  And a special wedding 

garment was provided by the host for each of the guests.  And Matthew 22, tells us that 

this garment was required for admission to the wedding banquet. 

 

It was a great celebration.  A large procession preceded the bridegroom as he traveled 

from his father’s house to retrieve his bride … and that same procession preceded both of 

them on the return trip.   

 

A witness, usually the one appointed as steward, would run ahead of the groom and shout 

“The bridegroom is come, the wedding feast is about to begin”.   

 

1st Corinthians 15:52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 

trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed. 

 

So, our Groom’s coming will also be heralded … in His case, by a sounding trumpet.   
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Behind the herald in this procession, would be the lamp bearers (or as they’re described 

in our parable this morning “Ten Virgins”), with the groom and a party of friends and 

relatives behind them.   

 

They traveled this way to the bride’s house where the bridegroom’s challenge was to 

snatch the bride away while her father was distracted. It was a traditional game. 

 

On the return trip they were transported in a palanquin (păl´ən-kēnʹ), which is a type of 

covered litter … carried by, at least, four people and the whole procession would travel 

back to his father’s house where the seven-day marriage celebration would take place.   

 

Beginning with a meal … 

 

Revelation 19:7 "… the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has 

made herself ready." 8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, 

bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 9 … 

"Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" … 

 

Then sometime after the meal the bride and groom would enter a tent-like structure called 

the “bridal chamber”, where the couple would spend the remainder of the seven-day 

celebration, consummating the marriage.   

 

And it’s no coincidence that the period of time the couple would spend in the Bridal 

chamber immediately following the marriage supper, was seven days.  

 

The groom snatches away the bride … they celebrate their union with a meal and a large 

crowd of witnesses and then they seclude themselves for seven days.  Representative of 

the time we’ll spend with the Lord after we’re snatched away at the Rapture and celebrate 

The Marriage Supper of the Lamb … which the scripture tells us will last seven years.  

 

So … now finally … let’s read this parable … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verses 1-13: So, the parable jumps in at the transition between the betrothal and the 

culmination.  The Ten virgin lamp bearers have been alerted by the steward and have 

posted themselves in wait for the groom who’s just been given the go-ahead by his father 

and is preparing himself with proper attire.   

 

Jesus is still sitting on the Mount of Olives … speaking to His disciples and He’s still 

answering the questions they ask when they first sat down … 

 

Matthew 24:3 … when will these things happen, and what will be the 

sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?"  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Now look back at verse 1 with me please.  At first glance, you might think the “ten 

virgins” represent saved people, but they don’t.  Rather, the ten virgins represent “the 

church as a congregation of people” … some saved and some unsaved. 
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That’s part of the reason verse 1 specifies that they each brought their own lamps.  It’s 

making the point that no one else’s lamp will do.  

 

So, these ten virgins are the lamp bearers that we talked about and it was necessary for 

them to always have their lamps at the ready, because the groom could be sent during the 

day or in the middle of the night.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

And in verse 2 … the word “foolish” is, “moros (mo-ros')”.  It means stubborn or 

heedless, but it can NOT be defined as “uninformed” or “ignorant”.  This is the one who 

knew … who understood, but knowingly and repeatedly chose not to act accordingly.   

 

While … in contrast … the word “prudent” or “wise” is “phronimos (fron'-ee-mos)”, 

meaning thoughtful or one who thinks ahead. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

And … as you, no doubt, remember … “oil”, when it’s used symbolically always speaks 

of the Holy Spirit.   

 

And that simplifies the difference between the wise and foolish virgins in this story … 

the wise virgins were casting a bright light wherever they went … and the power behind 

that light was the Holy Spirit.  The foolish virgins, on the other hand, lacked the power by 

which to cast light because they lacked the Holy Spirit.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Now glance at verse 5.  It says that all ten of the virgins fell asleep.  And I would remind 

you that this is a parable … a story that uses a physical truth to make a spiritual point.   

 

So, in the physical … it makes sense that they got tired and literally fell asleep, but the 

spiritual point is deeper than that.   

 

Q. Do you remember the story of Mary, Martha and Lazarus? – When Lazarus died 

… Jesus said … 

 

John 11:11 … "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep ..." 

 

So, “sleep”, then is a biblical euphemism for death.  And extending that to the parable … 

it’s saying to us that these ten young ladies died … and then Jesus, the bridegroom 

showed up with a shout of exultation to snatch away His bride, but those not filled with 

the Holy Spirit were rejected.   

 

As it says in … 

 

Ephesians 4:30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were 

sealed for the day of redemption.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

But notice in verses 6 & 7 that all ten virgins got up and trimmed their lamps when the 

bridegroom was announced.  
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They all made it look like there was oil in their lamps.  They all went through the same 

external motions.  They cut off the ugly, charred and ragged part of their wicks, but down 

inside, where no one could see, there was no oil.  The Holy Spirit was not there.   

 

From the outside you would not have been able to tell the difference.  They were all 

chaste virgins in appearance and behavior. 

 

1st John 5:13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of 

the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.  

 

Just as these virgins knew whether or not they had oil in their lamps … we each know 

whether or not we have the Holy Spirit dwelling within us.   

 

We each know whether or not we’ve placed personal and public faith in Jesus Christ.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

And the wise virgins in verses 8 & 9, wisely told those without oil “You have to get your 

own.” The indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit can’t be traded, shared, bought or sold. 

We become indwelt by the Spirit only by personally placing our faith in Christ.  

 

And just as the lamps wouldn’t burn without oil … our lights won’t burn without the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  You won’t be able to effectively love 

Teach 

Lead 

Worship 

witness or … 

walk.   

 

It must be done in the power of the Holy Spirit or you’ll burn out and eventually burn up.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

And finally, we see in verses 10-13 that there is such a thing as too late!  You can’t 

accept an invitation when the party’s already come to pass.  

 

The moment the Father says to His Son … “Go get your bride” … it’s too late!  

 

Q. So, how can you ensure that the bridegroom “knows you”? -- The seal of the Holy 

Spirit is the identification that God’s looking for.   

 

Romans 8:9 … you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of 

God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does 

not belong to Him. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  We’re all invited to the banquet, but tickets will be checked, and they can’t 

be purchased at the door.  The ticket to Heaven is the Holy Spirit and the way to get the 

Holy Spirit is to place your faith in Jesus Christ.  Simple!   
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We’re to be in it for the long haul … committed to every day no matter how long it takes, 

but we’re to live every day like He’s coming back tomorrow!   

 

Because when He comes back those of us who have opened the door to Him will be 

whisked away the greatest party ever held.    

 


