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This morning’s text requires no introduction so let’s just jump right in at … 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Verse 17: Matthew says, “the disciples”, but Luke 22:8 specifies that it was actually 

Peter and John who came to Jesus with this question and they likely did so on Thursday 

of Passion Week.   

 

Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread – it’s a seven-day celebration beginning the day 

after Passover although they’re classically viewed as a single celebration.   

 

And the Passover meal itself was prepared before sundown on the 13th of Nisan and 

eaten a few hours after sundown on the 14th.  The official beginning of the Festival of 

Unleavened Bread would follow that.   

  

Now “Leaven” or yeast, as we’ve looked at before, always symbolizes sin.  Which makes 

the Feast of Unleavened Bread a seven-day period of contemplating and meditating on 

purity.  

 

Not only did the Jews abstain from leavened breads during this time, but they also 

removed all leaven from their homes to symbolically purge all sin from their midst.    

 

In fact, the Hebrew name for this celebration is “Bedikat HaMetz” which means “the 

search for leaven” and there’s a detailed ceremony that the Hebrews go through to 

symbolize the search for hidden sin in their homes and lives: 

 

In step one of Bedikat HaMetz the mother of the home would clean the place 

from top to bottom.  And as she did … she would remove all the leaven (or yeast) 

except for ten small piles which she would carefully conceal in conspicuous 

places.   

 

Step two, was when the father and the children would set about finding those 

little piles of yeast.  It was training for the children … teaching them to search out 

and purge sin from their lives and their homes.  

 

And in step three, the ceremony culminated with the last pile of leaven being 

swept up and burned on the temple altar.   

 

Personally, I love the idea and the symbolism and the practical training it provides.   
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Q. And reading about it again, really made me think … how well do we do at 

training our children to spot and remove hidden sin? -- Not the blatant stuff, but 

training our children to spot and remove the things that the world says are acceptable, but 

that God calls sin.  

 

The thoughts of the mind … and meditations of the heart … the music, television, 

movies, games, internet etc…    

 

To a great extent … that’s the goal of … 

 

Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go, Even when he is old 

he will not depart from it. 

 

Teaching your children to hear and obey you is vitally important, but that’s not what this 

verse is prescribing.  This is about teaching your child to hear from God.  To hear the 

whisper of God’s Holy Spirit and to respond when He points out hidden sin. Because 

parents won’t always be there … but God will!  

 

Anyway … that’s what this Festival of Unleavened Bread was all about.  Bedikat 

HaMetz … the search for hidden sin. 

 

And the “Passover”, as we spoke of last week, is the celebration and remembrance of 

God’s delivery of the Hebrews from their enslavement in Egypt … symbolizing our 

salvation and liberation from bondage to sin. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Verse 18-19:  Matthew’s account doesn’t give us much detail, but Mark helps us 

understand how this came together … 

 

Mark 14:13 … He sent two of His disciples and said to them, "Go into the 

city, and a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him; 14 and 

wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, "The Teacher says, 

"Where is My guest room in which I may eat the Passover with My 

disciples?"'  15 "And he himself will show you a large upper room furnished 

and ready; prepare for us there." 

 

They knew which man to follow because he was carrying water … and that wasn’t 

normal. Carrying water was, culturally, a Jewish woman’s job.  So, this man would have 

stood out as peculiar … which is what all of God’s servants are called to … to be 

recognizable is one of His servants (1
st
 Peter 2:9). People should be recognizing you as 

one to follow.  

______________________________________________________________________ 

Verse 20-21:  Jesus had told His disciples several times by now, that He was to be 

sacrificed, but this is the first time that He divulges that one of them would betray Him.  

One of the twelve … men who’d spent nearly three years with Him and with one another. 
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And they’re understandably shocked and bewildered!  

 

I think, because we know the end of the story, we tend to give Judas a different face than 

the others.  You know … you can always spot Judas in the Jesus movies, because he’s the 

one with the shifty eyes sitting all by himself.  

   

Q. But when Jesus announced that He was going to be betrayed … the 11 didn’t 

suspect Judas any more than they did anyone else? – So, it’s noteworthy that Judas 

was able to affectively blend in and look just like the real followers of Christ.   

 

Q. Kind of ironic isn’t it? -- As Christians we, all too often, try to blend in with the 

world, while, all too often, the world is playing Christian.   

_______________________________________________________________________

Verse 22: WOW … every one of these men knew that it was within them to betray the 

Lord.  As much as they loved Him … they knew their flesh was weak.   

  

Just a few verses down the road, Jesus is going to declare that the Old Covenant of God 

(what we know as The Law), would be replaced forever with the New Covenant.  No 

longer the Law of Legalism, but the Age of Grace.  The focus would change from the 

outward to the inward. 

 

For instance … under the Old Covenant, the Hebrews were required to keep the Law of 

circumcision … 

 

Genesis 17:10 "This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and 

you and your descendants after you: every male among you shall be 

circumcised. 11 "And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin, 

and it shall be the sign of the covenant between Me and you. 

 

The disciples were Jews.  They’d, no doubt, kept this commandment, but the keeping of 

this, or any other commandment, didn’t protect them from the temptation of sin.  Merely 

keeping the commandments didn’t empower them to overcome … so they all suspected 

themselves. 

 

As Christians, praise God, we no longer live under The Law.  We’re no longer required 

to keep rules and regulations like the circumcision of foreskin.  But there is a 

circumcision for the Christian … Paul describes it this way … 

 

Romans 2:29 … circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not 

by the letter [of The Law] … 

 

Put yourself in the place of these disciples … but under grace rather than the Law. 

You’ve placed your faith in Christ and have therefore, undergone the Spiritual 

circumcision of the heart.  Then the question is asked … “Do you have the potential to 

betray Christ?”. 
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There are teachers who would say that to confess that you do … is evidence of weak 

faith.  That we need to express confidence in our ability to stand firm, but that’s 

inconsistent with what Paul says … 

 

Philippians 3:2 Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the 

false circumcision; 3 for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the 

Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh 

 

Paul says that one evidence of true Spiritual circumcision is that we “put no confidence in 

the flesh”.   

 

So, the example that the disciples set here is not one of weak faith, but rather of Godly 

wisdom.  We’re to guard against our own flesh and put no trust in it … recognizing and 

confessing its weakness. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Verse 23:  John puts it this way … 

 

John 13:26 Jesus then answered, "That is the one for whom I shall dip the 

morsel and give it to him." So when He had dipped the morsel, He took and 

gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.  

 

Q. Interesting isn’t it … Jesus makes a positive identification? -- He plainly states, 

“Judas Iscariot is on Satan’s team!”   

 

I think of all the churches that have developed a ministry of “tolerance”, that wouldn’t 

tolerate the Lord’s “intolerance” here. A positive finger pointing identification of Judas 

as the betrayer.   

 

Q. But why would Jesus, who is love in the flesh, do something like this when it has 

so much potential to be hurtful? -- Not only could it hurt Judas’ feelings … but it could 

have caused division within the body of disciples as well.   

 

The Lord pointed His finger at Judas because the potential to help and to heal outweighed 

the potential to hurt or divide.   

 

But we’re also going to see, that all the way up to the cross, Jesus was extending 

forgiveness.  Never-the-less, He was willing to identify … not to be hurtful, but with a 

sincere desire to turn Judas … to protect the other disciples and … to set the example for 

all of us. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Verse 24:  Two important points are made here: 

 

1. Hell is much worse than non-existence. 

2. Prophecy will be fulfilled.  Jesus would suffer and be crucified just as it is written.  

And if you wanna look at what was written … start with Isaiah 53:1-12.  

______________________________________________________________________ 
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Verse 25: So, here we learn a little bit more Judas’ heart.  First take note that when he 

addresses Jesus, he addresses Him as “Rabbi”, but as far as we have record … the other 

11 refer to Him as “Lord”. 

 

“Lord” or kurios (koo'-ree-os) in the Greek, which means supreme authority … telling us 

that that’s how the 11 recognized Jesus.  Judas however, recognized Him only as 

“Rabbi”.   

 

Now Rabbi is certainly a respectful form of address … it was an official title of honor, 

but there’s nothing personal about it.  There were many Rabbis in Israel.  But there’s only 

one God.   

 

So, Judas’ statement could honestly be paraphrased this way … “Jesus, You’re a great 

teacher and a really nice guy, but I’m not going to accept You as my God.” 

 

So, this should be a red flag to the religions and individuals who claim to be Christian but 

deny the deity of Christ.  Those who confess Him as a great man, a wonderful prophet, an 

angel or even as a son of God, but not as God Himself.   

 

That’s where Judas was, and Jesus says to him … “You have said it yourself”.  In other 

words … “You have condemned yourself.” 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Verse 26:  We know from John’s Gospel that the Lord didn’t actually institute the 

sacrament of Communion until after Judas had gone out.   

 

And that makes sense … for an unbeliever to take communion is just a snack … just as 

baptism for an unbeliever is just a bath.  

 

Q. So, is it harmless then … for an unbeleiver to participate in these sacraments? – I 

don’t think so.   

 

Because it gives Satan an opportunity to whisper … “You don’t need to have some life-

changing, personal relationship with Jesus.  You’ve already been baptized and taken 

communion so, you’re just like all the rest.”   

 

And generation after generation we see more and more of that lie believed. 

  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Verse 27-28: And with those words … Jesus instituted the New Covenant … 

 

Hebrews 8:6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much 

as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on 

better promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would 

have been no occasion sought for a second.  
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Q. So, what was wrong with the first covenant? – Well it wasn’t faulty in the sense that 

it was flawed, but in the sense that it was incomplete.   

 

It did exactly what God designed it to do … it provided a standard against which the 

activities of the Hebrews might be measured.  And … it revealed their failure to measure 

up to that standard … it revealed their sin.  And that was really the purpose and strength 

of the Old Covenant.    

 

But skipping down to verse 12 of Hebrews 8, the reason the New Covenant is so 

superior is revealed … 

 

Hebrews 8:12 "FOR I WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR INIQUITIES, 

AND I WILL REMEMBER THEIR SINS NO MORE." 

 

The Old Covenant revealed sin, but it could not forgive sin.  But Jesus says here … 

 

Matt 26:28 for this is My blood of the [new] covenant, which is poured out 

for many for forgiveness of sins. 

 

Jesus is declaring the salvation that He was about to make possible by His death on the 

cross which would offer forgiveness.  And all the while, the sinners that He’s going to the 

cross to save … are plotting His crucifixion on that very cross.   

 

The amazing part is that Jesus knew it and yet He didn’t turn back.  He died to save the 

ones who killed Him.  That’s the New Covenant of Grace and Mercy and Love. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Verse 29: One of my favorite verses!  Somehow it just feels so packed with love … 

 

“I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I 

drink it new with you in My Father's kingdom”   

 

But breaking it down … it served two purposes:  

 

First it was another declaration to His disciples that He was going away.   

 

If you have children, you know it helps if you begin telling them that 

bedtime is approaching, rather than waiting to the last minute and saying, 

“Go to bed.”  So, when there’s 15 minutes left you tell them, and when 

there’s 10 minutes left you tell them.  And you repeat it as a countdown. 

 It softens the blow and that’s what Christ is doing.   

 

Second it served to give the disciples hope.  We say to our children “See you in 

the morning!” because it’s reassuring.  The Lord’s words helped to focus the 

disciples’ eyes on the future kingdom and the celebration that’s going to take 

place there without end.  So, this is a “See ya soon” and NOT a “goodbye”! 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

________________________________________________________________________ 

Verse 30: True to his style, Matthew gives us the boiled down, Reader’s Digest version. 

But in reality, there was an entire discourse that took place before they sang this Hymn.   

 

And John’s gospel records that discourse which begins like this … 

 

John 14:1 "Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in 

Me. 2"In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I 

would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 "If I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that 

where I am, there you may be also… (and it goes on for another 3 chapters). 

 

And the Hymn that Matthew’s referring to here is almost certainly Psalms 113-118 … a 

collection known as the Egypt Hallels.   

 

They’re chants that reflect the joy the Hebrews experienced at their deliverance from 

captivity.  They’re songs of praise and adoration. Songs of jubilee!  

 

So, despite being only steps away from the cross, Jesus led His disciples in thankful 

praise. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  For centuries the Hebrews had celebrated the Passover.  And for centuries 

the Passover had focused on remembering what God had done in bringing His children 

out of Egypt.   

 

But in reality, Passover was also a time to look forward to the fulfillment of His promise 

… the coming of the final Passover Lamb. 

 

And now finally, as Jesus ate this Passover meal … the time had come.  It was the final 

preparation for His own slaughter as the final Passover Lamb.   

 

The Passover had served its purpose just as the Old Covenant had served its.    

 

But Jesus changes everything.   

The Passover gave way to a new memorial supper which we call Communion.  

And the Law gave way to grace.    

 

Because Jesus changes everything. 

 

The Passover pointed back to their deliverance out of Egypt and forward to the 

Messiah’s coming.   

The new memorial points back to His death and forward to His Second 

Coming.   

 

Because Jesus changes everything … 
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Q. So, it becomes a very valid question … has He changed you? 

 

 

 


