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Jesus has been handed over, by Pontius Pilate to be scourged and then crucified at the 

demand of the Jewish religious leaders.   

 

And as we talked about last week … the God-given instructions on the Passover 

celebration from Exodus chapter 12 called for a five-day inspection of the selected 

Passover lamb to ensure that it was free of all blemishes and therefore a qualified 

sacrifice.   

 

And as part of the inspection process of Jesus, the ultimate Passover Lamb, His 

first trial was before Annas, the high priest and the verdict was … guilty of 

blasphemy and the sentence was … death.   

 

The second trial was before the high priest Caiaphas and the verdict was … guilty 

of blasphemy and the sentence was … death.  

 

His third trial was before the Jewish Sanhedrin and the verdict was … guilty of 

blasphemy and the sentence was … death by crucifixion.  

 

His fourth trial was before Pilate and the verdict was not guilty.   

 

His fifth trial was before Herod and the verdict was not guilty.   

 

His sixth and final trial was back before Pilate and the verdict was again not 

guilty.   

 

Jesus was an inspected and qualified Passover sacrifice.  So, having been approved … the 

next step is the slaughter.  The ultimate goal and purpose for which He was born into 

human flesh.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 27-31: The governor’s order was to put Him to death, but rather than taking him 

straight to crucifixion … the soldiers decide to take Him to the courtyard and continue 

His humiliation and torture as prophesied by the psalmist in … 

 

Psalm 22:7 All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads 

NIV 
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They insult Him … mock Him … spit on Him … and then put a purple robe around His 

shoulders … a crown of thorns on His head … and a reed in His hand … all to mock His 

royalty.   

 

But none of that was, or is, a surprise because 1500 prior … Isaiah told us this bit of 

history in advance …  

 

50:6 I gave My back to those who strike Me, And My cheeks to those who 

pluck out the beard; I did not cover My face from humiliation and spitting. 

 

If you haven’t already … I would suggest making yourself a note in the margin of your 

Bible that connects all this back to Genesis chapter 3 where we have the record of the 

original sin and its consequences.   

 

The event that plunged the universe into the downward spiral that man’s never been big 

enough to reverse.   

 

Listen to verses 17 and 18 in particular … 

 

Genesis 3:17 Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice 

of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, 

saying, "You shall not eat from it'; Cursed is the ground because of you; In 

toil you will eat of it All the days of your life.  18 "Both thorns and thistles it 

shall grow for you … 

 

God’s entire creation … from the smallest blade of grass to the stars of heaven were 

corrupted by the sin of Adam.  And just as you and I, by our sins, sent Jesus to the cross 

… these thorns and weeds, that were the result of the original sin of man … they played a 

part in the torture and death of the Savior as well.   

 

It’s something for us to remember when Satan tries to tell us that our little sins won’t hurt 

anything.  No … sin is a cancer that will aggressively take over as much flesh as it can 

until someone takes a drastic measure … and cuts it out.   

 

Then after the torture and humiliation in the courtyard, verse 31 says “[they] led Him 

away to crucify Him”.   

 

From the praetorian where Jesus was, He would have been led through the Damascus 

gate … a relatively short trip through the city, but once through the gate, He would have 

been led about a third of a mile around the outside of the city wall to the place of 

crucifixion. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 32: Simon was from Cyreniaica in Northern Africa where there was a sizable 

Jewish population.  And he was, presumably, in Jerusalem for the Passover celebration.   
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Mark 15:21 tells us that this Simon, was the father of two boys; Alexander and Rufus. 

And although we don’t know anything more about these two young men, it’s noteworthy 

that they were known by name to Mark’s readers and it’s therefore assumed that this 

man Simon, either was, or became, a Christian in the early church.   

 

And here we have him being pressed into service carrying the crossbeam of the Lord’s 

cross.  A thick board that typically weighed between 80 and 100 pounds.   

 

I don’t know if I could carry an 80-pound beam … a third of a mile even in a healthy 

state, but Jesus was a beaten and scourged man and He simply couldn’t do it.   

 

It shows us that although, Jesus is 100% God … He lived His time here on earth as 100% 

man.  He suffered from the same weaknesses and frailties that we do.  He felt pain in the 

same way that we do, and He got hungry and tired just like we do.    

 

 But the Lord had a divine appointment on the cross of Calvary … so … the Father 

appointed this man Simon, to this place at this time.  And he made it possible for Jesus to 

keep His divine appointment.   

 

We’ve all felt, at times, as though we simply can’t go another step.  None of us are 

exempt from the weariness and fatigue of life and yet when we’re about the Lord’s 

business He will provide.   

 

When Moses’ arms were weary, God sent Aaron and Hur to hold them up (Exodus 17:8-

16).  When Paul was tired and beat up, the Lord provided for him through several 

individuals and church bodies (Acts 14).  And here … when Jesus was beyond His own 

physical ability … God sent Simon.   

 

The Father’s provision never falls short.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 33-34: “Golgotha” is Aramaic for “skull”.  It’s uncertain whether this place was 

called that because of its shape or because of the skulls that littered it. Perhaps it was 

both.   

 

In Genesis 22:2 God told Abraham to take Isaac to the land of Moriah and sacrifice him 

there.  And 2nd Chronicles 3:1 says that Solomon built the temple on that same spot.   

 

So many believe that Golgotha … where Jesus was sacrificed, is the same place where 

Abraham demonstrated his willingness to sacrifice Isaac 2,000 years earlier. And that 

would certainly be fitting because what Abraham and Isaac pictured in the Old Testament 

… Jesus fulfilled in the New. 

 

It was customary for the crucifixion victim to be given a narcotic-like mixture of wine 

and myrrh … not really to lessen the suffering, but to prevent death from shock and 

thereby prolong the suffering.   
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But Jesus, recognizing the bitterness of the drug … refused it.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 35-36:  Mark 15:25 tells us that it was the “third hour” or about 9am when Jesus 

was actually nailed to the cross.   

 

Now Matthew, being a man of few words … gives us virtually no details of the process, 

but Isaiah tells us that by the time He was nailed to cross, His face was so disfigured that 

He was no longer recognizable (52:49).  

 

He’d been sleep deprived and starved.   

He’d endured emotional pain and spiritual stress beyond our imagination.   

He’d been beaten … 

His beard had been pulled out …  

He’d been spat upon …  

Mocked and … 

Scourged severely.   

He had a crown of thorns 

pressed onto, and into, His 

head and … 

Was then beaten 

again.   

 

And all that was only a prelude to the cross. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verse 37: John’s gospel adds this … 

 

John 19:20 Therefore many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place 

where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, 

Latin and in Greek.  21 So the chief priests of the Jews were saying to Pilate, 

"Do not write, "The King of the Jews'; but that He said, "I am King of the 

Jews.'" 22 Pilate answered, "What I have written I have written." 

 

They didn’t want this beaten and dying man … advertised as their king, but Pilate, who’d 

had Him crucified to keep those same people happy … all of a sudden grows a spine and 

says “NO … it stays”. 

 

And as Hebrews 6:6 tells us … Jesus was put to “open shame” … not because of the 

sign, but because He was nailed to a criminal’s cross … He was nailed the cross that you 

and I deserve.   

 

Despite His own sinlessness … He bore the shame of our sin … publicly.   

 

That’s something I’m always reminded of when the Holy Spirit nudges me to take an 

uncomfortable … public stand for Jesus.   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Verse 38-42:  Wagging their heads in shame, hurling insults and mocking Him.  The 
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people, the soldiers and the religious leaders … they were all challenging Him … daring 

Him to exercise His divine power.   

 

“Come down from the cross, and we will believe” they say.   

 

We’ve already read many similar challenges from these men … even just in Matthew’s 

gospel. 

 

Matthew 12:38 … the scribes and Pharisees said to Him, "Teacher, we want 

to see a sign from You." 

 

Matthew 16:1 The Pharisees and Sadducees came up, and testing Jesus, they 

asked Him to show them a sign from heaven.  

 

Now think about this … they were crucifying Him because He’d exercised divine power 

and yet here they are asking for another sign.   

 

Q. What was wrong with the signs that they’d already seen Him perform?  You 

know … little things like healing the blind and raising the dead? -- I’ll tell you what 

was wrong … they wanted God to do it their way … on their terms and in their time. 

They wanted a God somewhat smaller than Jesus, because He was out of their control.  

 

So, they tell Him … “If You’ll just come down from the cross … and if You’ll do it now, 

then we’ll believe in You.”   

 

Q. But what kind of God takes orders from man? -- I thought was supposed to be the 

other way around.   

 

And praise God … that Jesus didn’t come down.  Not only because it proves that He’s the 

real thing, but also because it means the difference between Heaven and Hell for us. 

 

Q. But it hasn’t really changed has it? -- The world still wants a sign.  They want 

miracles. They want a God … on their own terms.   

 

Despite what the more charismatic side of Christianity might say … believing in the signs 

and wonders that happen before our eyes … is not faith.  That’s nothing more than the 

ability to observe. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 43-44: “He trusts in God”! 

 

When we speak of “Christ-likeness”, I’m not sure anything gives us a more basic and 

accurate measurement of that than this … “He trusts in God”.    

 

Perhaps the biggest compliment any Christian could receive … “He trusts in God”.  It’s 

the basis of salvation and Christian life.   

 



 6 

When you’re looking for the cause of some area of weakness or error in your life … start 

there.  You’ll find an area where you still lack trust in God. 

 

Now don’t let that confuse you.  I’m not suggesting that you don’t believe in God … but 

that you lack trust in Him. 

 

Q. It comes down to this … does your “belief”, show in the way you live?  Do you 

trust Him with your safety?  Your money?  Your time?  Your things?  Your 

children?  Your life?   

 

Q. Or do you find yourself trusting more in yourself … your own ideas and plans? 

Maybe you find yourself trusting more in another person than in God?  Maybe it’s 

your money or your job or something else? -- Only the Lord is steadfast and 

trustworthy.  Everything and everyone else will eventually fail you.   

 

I do pray that we’re known as people who “trust in God”.   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now these two thieves crucified with the Lord can teach us several things because they 

give us a picture of something very important that I want to look at with you … 

 

Luke 23:39 One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at 

Him, saying, "Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!" 40 But the 

other answered, and rebuking him said, "Do you not even fear God, since 

you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 "And we indeed are 

suffering justly, for we are receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this 

man has done nothing wrong." 42 And he was saying, "Jesus, remember me 

when You come in Your kingdom!" 43 And He said to him, "Truly I say to 

you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise." 

 

Both of these men were criminals.  The Greek indicates that they were thieves and violent 

men … after all … they were being crucified and admitting here that they deserved it. 

 

They represent all men who’ve not accepted the Lord. 

 

Romans 3:23 … all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 

 

And take note with me that both men knew who Jesus was.  They both knew of His 

claims to be The Messiah.  They both spoke to Him and they even both asked Jesus to 

save them.   

 

The one thief says, “Save Yourself and us” and the other says, “remember me when 

You come in Your kingdom”.  But scripture indicates that only one of these two men 

was saved by the Lord.   

 

So, either Jesus went to the cross to save only one of these sinners or only one of them 

meant what he said.  And my vote is for the latter considering that 2nd Peter 3:9 says … 



 7 

 

The Lord is … patient …, not wishing for any to perish … 

 

So, the Lord didn’t choose to exclude one of these thieves … he chose to exclude 

himself.   

 

One thief was asking for salvation after recognizing his own sinful state and was willing 

to accept Jesus’ lordship with the gift of salvation.   

 

The other thief wanted only a Savior without the “Lord” part of the deal.  He was still 

demanding … still looking for a God that he could control.   

 

It was said of Jesus “He trusts in God”, but this second thief was still looking for a God 

that he wouldn’t have to trust.  A God who would give him the reigns and merely respond 

to his commands.   

 

But that’s never been an option!   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

________________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  

 

Q. The real question that we all have to ponder this morning is … how often do we 

think or even behave like these religious leaders and the second thief?   

 

1. “I’ll trust in You God … if You’ll just show Yourself to me?”   

 

2. “God if You’ll just give me this or do that … then I’ll trust in You.” 

 

3. “If You were really a loving God … You would never have allowed that to 

happen.” 

 

4. “I claim that in the name of Jesus” 

 

5. “I bind Satan away from this in the name of Jesus” 

 

6.  Or as James says … 

 

James 4:13 Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to 

such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and 

make a profit." 14 Yet you do not know what your life will be like 

tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then 

vanishes away. 15 Instead, you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we will 

live and also do this or that." 16 But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; 

all such boasting is evil.  
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May we recognize the bigness of God and surrender control to Him and not try to usurp 

His authority.   

 

After all, we willingly gave Him that authority over our lives when we ask Him to save 

us. So simply put … like Jesus, we must “trust in God”! 

 

 

 


