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Announcement:  

________________________________________________________________ 

Teaching: Paul starts chapter 5 with the word “therefore”.  And, as you know, whenever 

you see the word “therefore” … you gotta stop and figure out what it’s there for.   

 

In this case Paul’s building upon the foundation of justification by faith:  

 

 He’s explained in great detail the fallen state of man … that all men have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).   

 

 He’s explained the doctrines of righteousness, justification, sanctification and 

redemption and … 

 

 He’s explained how fallen man can lay claim to these offers.   

 

 That it’s by faith and faith alone, but that the kind of faith that God recognizes is 

an active faith.  A life that’s changed because it’s compelled by faith in, and love 

for, Jesus Christ. 

   

Now he goes on to explain the benefits of these offers.  And he gets directly to the crux of 

the whole matter … 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 1-2:  The word “justified”, remember, is a legal term, written in the present 

continuous tense.  Meaning that as we sit here right now … Christ is justifying us … He’s 

declaring us to be righteous before the Father … as though we’d never sinned. 

 

And that means that we can stand in God’s presence … just as verse 2 says.  We don’t 

have to crawl in … we don’t have to sneak in under the side of the tent.  We can come in 

and stand because of Christ’s eternal authority to pronounce us justified.   

 

Paul then goes on to present three fruits of our justification by faith: 
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1.  Because we’re justified, we have peace with God … the war’s over. Faith 

leads to justification and justification leads to both peace and communion with 

God. And both need to be considered … 

 

 You probably have peace with the people who live four houses 

down from you, but you may not have any communion or 

fellowship with them at all. 

   

 We have peace with God by the finished work of Jesus, but 

communion with God is a daily choice that we have to make.  

 

 My faith in Christ is solid, even when I’m doing things contrary to 

His will … so my salvation isn’t jeopardized by my stupidity, but 

my communion with the Lord certainly is. 

 

2.  Because we’re justified, we have access to God … we can enter into His 

presence any time we want.  Come boldly before the throne of His grace says 

Hebrews 4:16. And Hebrews 13:5 says stay as long you like … He’ll never rush 

you off.   

  

3.  And because we’re justified, we can rejoice in God.  Because all that God’s 

promised is certain … no matter what this world throws at us … it’s insignificant 

compared to God … and when we’re in His presence, we tend to remember that. 

As Paul says here … by faith we rejoice and exult in His glory.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 3-4:   

 

Q. We exult in tribulation? Really Paul? -- But then again … Paul did understand 

tribulation better than any of us.  He understood its difficulty and its benefit.  He said of 

himself in … 

 

2nd Corinthians 11:23 … in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, 

beaten times without number, often in danger of death. 24 Five times I 

received … thirty-nine lashes.  25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I 

was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked , a night and a day I have spent in 

the deep. 26 I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, 

dangers from robbers, dangers from my  countrymen, dangers from the 

Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, 

dangers among false brethren; 27 I have been in labor and hardship, through 

many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and 

exposure. 28 Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure on 

me of concern for all the churches. 

 

The word “tribulation” is thlipsis (thlip'-sis) in the Greek and in a rather generic way it 

means, anything that causes or brings about a feeling of pressure.  That’s the key to the 
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definition … “pressure”.  In fact, it’s the same word the Jews use for the extraction of oil 

from olives … pressure … and lots of it.  

 

Now listen to the progression when it’s broken down.  Paul says: 

  

1.  Because of our justification by faith, we’re able to stand before the throne of 

God.  Because of His grace … we have the certain promise of Heaven. And Paul 

then declares that, because of that, we rejoice and exult in our tribulations.   

 

Q. But what’s the connection? 

 

When I was a young child, I loved gymnastics … the vaulting horse, rings … 

parallel bars … and I loved the trampoline.  But for me, the trampoline was a 

special challenge.   

 

It was different than the other events because on the mats or the bars … what my 

body did … was primarily up to me, but on the trampoline it’s not that easy.  That 

things got springs and they’ll send you in directions you didn’t intend to go.  It 

was difficult to gain confidence on the trampoline.    

 

Q. So, what was the answer? -- Safety harnesses.  A belt around your midsection 

with elastic ropes attached to each side so that even if your head’s where your feet 

ought to be in the middle of that back flip … it’s OK … no broken neck.   

 

Without the harness … it was scary, but with the harness … no need to fear 

anything. Nothing could really go that wrong.  

 

Now that didn’t mean that I was always going to get it right … far from it.  I still 

frequently wound up with body parts in the wrong area of space, but no matter 

what … I was OK! 

 

And that’s what Paul’s telling us here … Heaven is certain!  If you’re saved … 

you can’t miss it for trying.   

 

Q. So … tribulations? -- They’re OK because your safety harness is as strong 

and sure as God Himself.   

 

Paul says in … 

 

Philippians 3:8 … I count all things to be loss in view of the 

surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 

suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I 

may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a 

righteousness of my own …, but that which is through faith in Christ, 

the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith 
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Paul’s attitude was … “Run hard … even recklessly for Christ, because you’re 

protected by the ultimate safety harness”.  And because of that, we can rejoice … 

even in the midst of tribulation.   

 

Q. OK, but … why do we have to put up with tribulations anyway? … 

 

2.  “Because”, Paul says, “tribulations lead to perseverance.”  Makes sense … 

because in the middle of crushing times … times beyond our control or ability to 

overcome … all we can do is … persevere.   

 

But prior to that degree of tribulation … we typically keep trying and struggling.  

It’s not until the pressure is overwhelming that we give up.  And that builds 

perseverance that the Lord can use.   

 

Q. Use for what? … Well, as it says … 

 

3.  Perseverance leads to proven character or as the Old King James puts it … 

“experience”.  The experience of walking with, and trusting in, the Lord.   

 

The first time off a high-dive can be very intimidating.  Downright scary, but with 

each successful jump … anxiety diminishes and confidence builds.   

 

And people can see the difference.  People can see our trepidation just as they can 

see our confidence.   

 

Q. And who are people more likely to listen to?  The one who looks shaky 

and uncertain or the one who looks like they’ve done it a thousand times?   

 

4.  And finally, “proven character”, Paul says, “leads to hope.”   

 

But not our hope … the hope of others.  Our proven character gives hope to the 

hopeless as they watch us walk through the tribulations of life with rejoicing and 

exultation.   

 

Bummed out Christians who get rocked by the tribulations of this life … show the 

world nothing of the hope or good news of Christ.  They already see, “bummed-

out” everywhere else.  What they need is hope and you and I can deliver it. 

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 5: Hope that does not disappoint!  I like that … 

 

I remember as a young man … admiring certain people for what they did and who they 

were.  I admired the popularity of some of the super athletic kids in my high school.  And 

I thought “That’s my hope! All I have to do is be a super jock and I’m in!”  But you 

know … when I tried it, I was disappointed.  It just didn’t fulfill my expectations … nor 

did it improve my popularity.   
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And I admired the brainiacs.  Their futures looked so bright.  So, I thought “That’s my 

hope!  All I have to do is be a brainiac and my future will be bright too.”  But try as I 

might … I was disappointed.  All the counselors were still telling me that my future 

looked a little dim.   

 

But Paul makes a very bold claim here … this hope does not disappoint! 

 

When I tried to be a super athlete … I was disappointed because in the truth … I just 

wasn’t a super athlete.  I could look the part and hang out with the super jock crowd, but I 

was still mediocre, little ole me.  I was disappointed because I’d put my hope in being 

something I wasn’t.  

 

And when I tried to be a brainiac … it just wasn’t happening because I wasn’t a brainiac 

and wasn’t likely to become one … it just wasn’t in me.   

 

Oh, I could improve my test scores and all, but that only made me a hard-working, 

average student, not a brianiac.  I was disappointed because I’d put my hope in something 

that wasn’t attainable for me. 

 

But not here!  “This hope”, Paul says, “does not disappoint”.  Because this hope isn’t 

based on who I am or what I can do … it’s based on who God is and what He did on my 

behalf.  And that hope cannot disappoint.   

 

Q. So, what does this tell us about the person who says, “Oh I tried that Christian 

thing, but it just didn’t work for me.”? – Paul’s telling us here that despite what that 

person might think … if “it just didn’t work for them” … they never really tried the Lord, 

because He does not disappoint.   

 

Q. So, are they lying? – No, I don’t think so!  I’ve uttered similar things even after 

salvation, but at times when I wasn’t walking with the Lord.  Times when it felt like it 

just wasn’t working for me.  I was saved, but my life was far from abundant and joyful.   

 

If your friend was going to take up the hobby of golf … he’d seen it on T.V. and knew 

some other people who’d played a little golf and seemed to enjoy it.  So … 

 

Q. What advice would you give him about buying a set of clubs?  If he said to you, 

“I don’t know if I’m going to like this golf thing, but I’d like to give it a try.  Do you 

think I should get this $200.00 set of used clubs or should I have a set custom 

made?” -- Any wise friend would recommend the used set.   

 

My point is that when we try something, we don’t typically sell out in the endeavor … we 

sample it.   

 

But in the Lord, the joy that Paul’s describing isn’t found in a dry run or when we wade 

along the shore … it’s found in the all-out immersion.   
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So, we must be encouragers of those who say, “It just didn’t work for me … I was 

disappointed.”   

 

Encourage them to try it in sincerity and … jump in with them, because although 

Christianity is an individual choice … by design … it’s a group activity.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 6-8: Between verses 6 & 10, Paul describes the unsaved person this way … 

“helpless, ungodly sinners and enemies of God”. And yet the God-Man, Jesus Christ 

died for everyone described by that.   

 

His love for us began long before we decided to love Him (1st John 4:19).  And that 

translates into this comforting truth … even in our backslidden, slothful, bone-headed 

times … He loves us no less!   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 9-10: In John 15:13, the Lord declared death to be the ultimate expression of love 

when He said, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 

his friends.” KJV   

 

Q. But what does Paul say here? -- He recognizes Christ’s expression of love on the 

cross, but then refers to the expression of His love … through His life … not His death, 

as “much more”.   

 

Q. So, which is it?  Is death the ultimate expression of love or not? – Yes, it is … for 

man … but not for God.  “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down 

his life for his friends.”  KJV  

 

Q. But, when it says here that God loves us “much more” now that we’ve been 

justified by Jesus … doesn’t that contradict the whole notion of agape love?  Love 

that can’t change in volume? – Not at all, but it does confirm another great truth about 

God’s love.   

 

I love to bless my family.  I love to surprise them with simple little blessings.  Little, 

unexpected gifts or expressions that might make their load a little bit lighter.  And God 

loves that for us even more.  He loves to shower us with expressions of His love.   

 

Q. But what if my wife got angry with me for some reason? – Let’s say she got so 

angry at me that she locked herself in the bedroom. That kind of separation makes it 

pretty hard for me to bless her in any tangible way.   

 

And I believe that’s the biggest part of what Ephesians 4:30 is saying when it talks about 

us grieving the Holy Spirit.  That it breaks God’s heart when we effectively take 

ourselves out of His reach.   

 

So, in the same way that I’m able to love my wife “much more” when she’s with me 

rather than locked behind the bedroom door … God’s able to love us “much more” and 

much more tangibly when we’re in His presence through justification.  
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God loves us no less when we’re bad and no more when we’re good, because the cup of 

His love was full from the beginning and will be full to the end, but when we choose to 

abide in Him, He is much more able to express that love.  

 

It goes back to what we were talking about earlier … that peace and communion are not 

the same.  You and I have peace with the vast majority of the world’s population, but we 

certainly don’t enjoy fellowship or communion with all those people.   

 

Salvation comes by accepting His death as payment for our sins, but the joy of 

communion with God only comes by His life … By living the life that Jesus left behind 

when He went to Heaven.    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 11:  We’re no longer bound as enemies of God.  We’ve been invited, and the 

way’s been made, for us to enter into the communion that Adam and Eve once enjoyed. 

 

Friends of Holy and Almighty God.  So ya … we should exult and rejoice.    

 

The word “reconciliation” in the original language is [katallage (kat-al-lag-ay')] and it 

speaks of an exchange or transaction that’s complete and final and [LISTEN] is 

considered a bargain (or good deal) for both parties.   

 

It’s the exchange that takes place … the instant a man or woman accepts Christ as their 

personal Lord and Savior.  The exchange of Christ’s life for our death.  He died for us 

and in exchange we live for Him.  So, by definition … it’s a changed life.   

 

Now I can understand how one of these two parties in this specific transaction would feel 

as though they were getting a bargain, but I don’t understand how that same sentiment 

could be expressed by the other.   

 

I mean … it’s like exchanging a dead body for a live one.  And the dead one wasn’t all 

that great even when it was alive … so much less in its dead state.  And the living one 

that’s traded for it isn’t just an average body … it’s a glorified one.  This is a junkyard 

Buick for a showroom Ferrari.   

 

And yet this word katallage (kat-al-lag-ay'), tells us that Christ considered the trade to be 

a great deal.  WOW!   

 

Apparently, He sees something more in us than I do. 

________________________________________________________________   

Conclusion: Peace with God!  What a concept.  To find peace with God, prior to Christ’s 

resurrection, you’ve got to go all the back to the Garden of Eden where man walked with 

God in peace and harmony (Genesis 3:8).  

 

But Paul says here that those justified by faith in the crucified and risen Christ will stand 

in front of the throne of God … justified … at peace and in harmony with Him.   
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The Apostle John says in … 

 

Revelation 6:12 … there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black 

as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became like blood; 13 and the 

stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe figs when shaken 

by a great wind. 14 The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, 

and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. 15 Then the 

kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and 

the strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and 

among the rocks of the mountains; 16 and they said to the mountains and to 

the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the 

throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; 17 for the great day of their wrath 

has come, and who is able to stand ?" 

 

Adam stood in the Garden of Eden when he walked with God (Genesis 3:8-10) and those 

of us justified by faith in Christ will also stand!  Because we have peace with God.  

 

Men who’ve been to war … who’ve occupied the front lines of battle … describe the 

importance of the mental escape.  Imagining themselves somewhere else when the battle 

allows.  Going home in their minds and enjoying the peace of family and friends. 

Because ongoing war is overwhelming to the human frame.   

 

And we live … surrounded by a population that’s invested in trying to escape reality. Not 

just with drugs and alcohol, but with entertainment and relationships and even emotion-

filled religion.  And personally, I believe that the largest part of this need for mental 

escapism stems from the growing lack of peace with God that’s all around us. 

 

When a person’s life is contrary to God … when they have no peace or communion with 

Him … reality becomes nearly unbearable.  Hence, we see so much time and money and 

effort invested in escape efforts.  But peace with God is available!   

 

If you’ve got it … exult!  And if you don’t … get it today!   

 

Invitation as the Spirit Leads: Scharry, [          ] and I will be available in the back of 

the sanctuary and if you’ve never made a commitment to Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

Savior or need to recommit or just have questions about what was covered this morning 

… please come and visit with one of us.   

 

Invite to fellowship:  Christian Fundamentals 4pm tonight  

   Have a blessed and safe New Year’s celebration!  


