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Paul first met Timothy during his First Missionary Journey, probably near Lystra which 

was likely Timothy’s hometown.   

 

Timothy’s father is described as a non-believing Greek (Acts 16:1 & 3), but both his 

mother and maternal grandmother are referred to as devout Jewish believers (Acts 16:1 

& 2 Tim 1:5). 

 

And there is evidence that there was a religious rub between his mother and father, as 

you’d expect in an unequally yoked marriage (2nd Corinthians 6:14).  

 

But in 2nd Timothy 3:15, Paul says to Timothy “… from childhood you have known 

the sacred writings …”.  So, despite any disagreement in the home, Timothy was taught 

scripture from a very young age. 

 

On the other hand, Acts 16:3 tells us that Timothy was not circumcised as an infant 

according to Jewish Law.  So, there was a degree of compromise.   

 

But as we study Timothy’s ministry, it becomes obvious that God used his difficult and 

confused upbringing in mighty ways as He sent him to the mixed multitude of Asia 

Minor. He’d experienced that kind of division … he was the perfect man for the job.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

It wasn’t until his second missionary journey that Paul took Timothy with him.  Acts 16 

says that Paul saw something special in Timothy and so, invited him to join the team.   

 

During that time, Timothy was intensively discipled as he followed Paul to several 

outlying evangelical assignments as well as the church in Jerusalem (Acts 17).   

 

Now as we approach the book of 1
st
 Timothy, it’s in the late season of Paul’s ministry.  

Probably two or three years prior to his martyrdom.  So, Timothy’s been in the ministry 

in various capacities for 14 or 15 years and is now likely in his early to mid-thirties.   

 

We don’t know exactly where it falls in the chronology of things, but at some point, 

Timothy was ordained (1st Timothy 4:14 & 2nd Timothy 1:6).  Apparently it took place 

in Ephesus, which was the church Timothy was pastoring at the time of this writing.   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Paul, according to the opening verses of this epistle was in Macedonia when he wrote 

this letter and, as usual, he felt the burden of caring for the church at Ephesus and for 
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Timothy as the local minister there.  As always, he desired to return to Ephesus and to 

personally minister to Timothy, but since God had called him to Macedonia … this letter 

would have to suffice.   

 

The tone is somewhat fatherly and somewhat apostolic.  His personal message to 

Timothy, seems to be, “Fight hard and do not grow weary”.  

 

But his instructional message, with regard to the church is … “To maintain proper order 

and reverence in the House of God”.   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1
st
 & 2

nd
 Timothy, along with the book of Titus are collectively known as the, “Pastoral 

Epistles” because they’re written to church leaders and deal with pastoral issues.   

 

So, in case you’re wondering why you need to study a Pastoral Epistle let me remind you 

of two things: 

 

1.  First … we all need to study it, because God put it in His book and told us to 

study it. 

 

2.  Q. Second … have you ever been to a newly opened Oriental or Mexican 

restaurant?  If you have then … tell me … who’s working there? – Every 

family member in the region.    

 

Well … as a small church … we have to all “pick up our tool bags and get to 

work” if the work of the ministry’s going to get done.   

 

If you’re saved … then you’re a minister.  God knew what He was doing when 

He added three “Pastoral Epistles” to His Word and sent it to us.   

 

So, let’s get started and see what God has to say to us through 1
st
 Timothy …  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 1-2:  

 

Q. Why was Paul an apostle? – Simple … because God commandment it.   

And I think that statement was included specifically for Timothy.  Paul wanted to remind 

him that, in ministry, you do what you do, because it’s the assignment you’re given by 

God.   

 

And Paul understood how often, Timothy, as a young pastor, wanted to give up and run 

away.  But when it’s God’s will … well … you just do it! 

 

But still … it’s not easy!  I think of a young man by the name of Jeremiah.  He was 

reluctant and scared when God called him … 

 

Jeremiah 1:4 Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, 5 "Before I 

formed you in the womb I knew you, And before you were born I 
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consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations." Then I said, 

"Alas, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how to speak, Because I am a 

youth." 7 But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am a youth,' Because 

everywhere I send you, you shall go, And all that I command you, you shall 

speak. 8 " Do not be afraid of them, For I am with you to deliver you," … 9 

Then the LORD stretched out His hand and touched my mouth, and … said 

to me, "Behold, I have put My words in your mouth.  

 

It was by the commandment and empowerment of God that Jeremiah was a prophet.  So, 

Jeremiah set out to carry out God’s will …  

 

Q. Then everything in his ministry when smoothly … right? – Hardly!  By the time 

you get to chapter 20, Jeremiah’s been locked in a dungeon by the people he was sent to 

minister to.  

 

So, it’s pretty understandable that Jeremiah was greatly discouraged.  So greatly in fact 

that … in verse 7 of chapter 20, he cries out to the Lord saying …  

 

Jeremiah 20:7 … You have deceived me … I have become a laughingstock all 

day long; Everyone mocks me. 8 … for me the word of the LORD has 

resulted In reproach and derision …. 9 But if I say, "I will not remember 

Him Or speak anymore in His name," Then in my heart it becomes like a 

burning fire Shut up in my bones; And I am weary of holding it in, And I 

cannot endure it.   

 

That’s ministry!  And that’s why Paul reminds Timothy here to … “Fight hard and do not 

grow weary”!   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I’ve always found it surprising, that Paul could be such an encourager … because 

personally, he was the kind of guy that needed no human encouragement … and yet he 

understood that Timothy did.   

 

Where Paul was bold … Timothy was more timid.   

Where Paul was courageous … Timothy was far more fainthearted. 

   

So, we see a lot of encouragement as we make our way through this letter.   

 

But the point that this really makes to me is that despite their drastic differences … they 

shared the heart of Christ, so their ministry worked, and it worked great!   

 

In fact, speaking of Timothy … Paul said in …  

 

Phil 2:20 … I have no one else of kindred spirit …  

 

Their “kindred spirit” wasn’t their similar ministry styles or their mutual hobbies … it 

was the heart of Christ and they shared.  That’s what bound them together through thick 
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and thin.     

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Another thing that jumps out to me in these first two verses is Paul’s addition of mercy 

to his prayer in verse 2.   

 

His usual greeting was “grace and peace”, but to this one, he adds mercy … something 

only found in the three pastoral epistles.   

 

And that’s particularly interesting when you recall that mercy is when we don’t get what 

we really deserve. 

   

* We deserve eternal punishment in Hell, but by the blood of Christ we don’t get 

it.   

* We deserve to have God push us away … now and for all eternity, but He 

doesn’t do that …  

And that’s mercy.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 3-4: Stay in Ephesus Timothy, for three specific reasons:  

 

1. To deal with those who are teaching strange doctrines … 

 

2. To stop them from paying attention to myths and  

 

3. To prevent them from arguing over genealogies and other debatable things that 

don’t produce spiritual maturity.   

 

Really what Paul’s discouraging … is the tendency of some to fill their heads with 

knowledge about the things of God rather than the filling their hearts with the wisdom of 

God.   

 

Apparently … memorization of scripture had become a source of pride for some of the 

folks in Ephesus.  So, Paul reminds Timothy that memorization without application is 

only pleasing to man, not God.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I think of the periodic infatuation people have with Bible codes.   

 

Q. You know … finding prophecies of Hitler or new planets through various 

mathematical manipulations of certain passages? -- And it’s true that this is a 

remarkable book, not written by man, but by God Himself.   

 

For instance, here’s one for you … in Genesis and Exodus, if you were to pull out every 

39
th
 letter and lay them side by side, you’d find that they spell TORAH … over and over 

… TORAH … the Jewish Law of God … TORAH.  Well that didn’t just happen.   

 

And then, if you did the same thing with Numbers and Deuteronomy … pulled out 

every 39
th
 letter and laid them side by side … you’d find that they spell HAROT … 
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which is TORAH … backwards.   

 

So, what we see is that the entire Pentateuch … the Old Testament books of the Law … 

point to Leviticus.  The first two books (Genesis & Exodus) pointing forward to 

Leviticus … and the last two books (Numbers & Deuteronomy) pointing back to it.   

 

Q. Why Leviticus? – Because Leviticus is the book that explains how the whole purpose 

of the Law (as it relates to the Jews), is so that man might have fellowship with God.   

 

Those things are fun, and they are there, but those things shouldn’t become anyone’s 

focus.  They’re only there to convince us that any book that contains such remarkable 

things is a book that we can trust when it gives us simple instructions for daily living.   

 

As Paul warns here, when those things are allowed to become a distraction … they don’t 

lead to a deeper understanding as some would proclaim … they only lead to strange 

doctrines and myths.   

 

So, Paul encourages Timothy to remain on post … and to correct the brothers there who 

were in error.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 5: The method was instruction from the Word of God and the goal of it was 

threefold: 

 

1. Love from a pure heart.  Not worldly love, motivated by the hope of some 

return on your investment, but love because God’s called you to be a deliverer of 

His love.  

 

2. A good conscience based on the understanding that you’ve been forgiven. As 

Paul says in … 

 

Rom 8:1 … there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

3. A sincere faith.  A faith that’s real.  As I reminded the Men’s Ministry just 

recently … “What you do is what you believe … the rest is just religion.” 

 

Those are the three goals of ministry from the Word.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 6-7:  Notice that they weren’t interested in being teachers of grace or teachers of 

mercy or teachers of the love of God, but teachers of the Law.  They wanted to give 

commandments, not minister genuine Christianity.   

 

And Paul calls that “fruitless discussion”.  Something that comes in many forms!   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 8-11:   
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Q. So what does it mean to use the law lawfully? – At its simplest … it means using it 

to show man that he’s unrighteous.  

 

The error that’s most frequently committed is using the Law to try and make a man 

righteous.  That’s an unlawful use of the Law.   

 

As Paul reminds us here … a truly righteous man doesn’t need the Law at all.  A truly 

righteous man is already doing the deeds of righteousness based upon righteousness 

itself.   

 

As the cliché says … “The Old Man knows no law, and the New Man needs no Law.” 

 

Paul says in Galatians chapter 3 (verse 24) … the Law of God is just a tutor or a 

schoolmaster.  It teaches us that we can’t, but Jesus can.  Its purpose is to drive us to 

Christ.   

 

The Law isn’t the answer … the Law doesn’t remove sin … it only makes us aware of it.   

 

Jesus Christ and the grace and mercy and love that He has for us … that’s the answer and 

that’s what we need to be sharing with others.  Not the Law.   

 

Jesus said … 

 

Matt 22:37 'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL 

YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR 

MIND.'  38 "This is the great and foremost commandment.  39 "The second 

is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.'  

 

Now think about that, with me, in terms of the Ten Commandments; if you love the Lord 

with all your heart, soul, mind and strength … you can cross off the first four 

commandments right there.   

 

If you really love the Lord with that kind of love … you’re not going to have another god 

before Him.  You’re not going to have idols.  You’re not going to demean His name, and 

no one will need to twist your arm on Sunday mornings to get you into the house of The 

One you love. 

 

And if you love people as you love yourself … you can cross off the rest of the 

commandments.   

 

Again … if you love people in that way … you will honor your parents, you won’t 

murder or steal or lie or covet.  If you love people in that way … You won’t commit 

adultery.   

 

For people who love the Lord and allow Him to love others through them … the Law of 

God is fulfilled.   
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________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  And this takes us back to verse 5 … would you consider again what Paul 

says is the goal of his dedicated teaching of the Word of God.  

 

Q. Remember that list of three? 

 

1. Q. Love from a pure heart? 

 

2. Q. A good conscience?  

 

3. Q. And … a sincere faith? 

 

Now we’re familiar with the first and last of these goals … even if we don’t recognize 

them in this form. 

 

# 3. A sincere faith: This is nothing more than the first half of “The Greatest 

Commandment” as Jesus called it (Matthew 22:37).  This is loving God with all 

your heart, soul, mind and strength … by living out your faith in Him. 

 

# 1. Love from a pure heart: This is the second half of the “Greatest 

commandment” (Matthew 22:39).  This is loving your neighbor as yourself. 

 

Q. But what about this middle goal? 

 

# 2. A good conscience: This is simply knowing that God loves you!  NOT self-

love.  We’ve got all of that we need … this is a simple awareness of God’s love.  

An awareness of the love by which you ARE forgiven (John 3:16).  

 

Q. So … did Jesus make a mistake?  Did He forget to mention a “good conscience” 

when He spoke to the lawyer about the greatest commandment that day? – Not at all 

… because whereas Loving God with all you have and loving your neighbor as yourself 

are commandments … having a good conscience isn’t a commandment … it’s an 

invitation!   

 

An invitation to be washed by the blood of Christ. An invitation, I pray you’ve accepted.  

 

 


