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Teaching:  Going back again to that 19
th

 verse of chapter 1, where Jesus instructed the 

Apostle John ... 

 

Rev 1:19 "… write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, 

and the things which will take place after these things.   

 

So we’ve come now to the third and final section of this prophetic book; the things 

which will take place after these things.   

 

We looked at what “was” in chapter 1 as John reminisced about all that he saw during 

his time walking the countryside of Israel with Jesus beside him in the flesh.   

 

And over the last 9 weeks we’ve looked at what “is”; the Church Age in chapters 2 and 

3.  That dispensation of time beginning with the decent of the Holy Spirit in Acts 

chapter 2 and continuing on through the present day.  Not drawing to a close until the 

Lord removes all believers from this planet in what’s known as The Rapture.  

 

And that’s where John picks it up in chapter 4 this morning and he continues to explain 

all that follows the Rapture through the end of this book … the things which will take 

place after these things.  

 

But it’s important that you remember the scene that’s persisted throughout these first 3 

chapters; John’s been on the Island of Patmos where he was exiled for preaching Jesus.  

And he’s been on his face almost from the beginning of the book as Jesus has been 

narrating all that he was to deliver to the churches of this age.   

 

Q. Remember how he melted at the Lord’s feet when He heard His voice and saw 

His glorified form? – Well the scriptures would indicate that he hasn’t yet budged from 

that humble posture.  At least not until now … listen … 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 1-4:  Now before we launch into a detailed study of the coming events here in 

Revelation, I think it'll be a worthwhile investment to consider these events with a big-

picture perspective.   

 

So let’s do that and then we’ll study each event in greater detail as we come to them, but 

for this morning … an introduction. 
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Q. So what events am I talking about ... what events will take place after this church 

age?: If you're a note taker ... you can number 1-9, with #1 being the Church Age and #2 

being ... 

 

2. The Rapture of the church: Now there are those who object to the use of the word 

“rapture” … and they’re correct when they say that the word “rapture” is never used in 

the Bible, but the word “Bible” is never used in the Bible either and they don’t object to 

that.  

 

The word “rapture” is merely the English version of the Latin words “raptose” or “raptor” 

as in a bird of prey that swoops down and snatches its lunch from the surface of the earth.   

 

So it’s really just a term of convenience.  It gives us a concise way to refer to the event 

that we understand as the snatching away of the church from this earth.   

 

1 Thess 4:15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are 

alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who 

have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the 

dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be 

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and 

so we shall always be with the Lord. 

  

1 Cor 15:51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all 

be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; 

for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 

will be changed. 53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and 

this mortal must put on immortality.  

 

Paul’s describing an instantaneous change here.  One minute our form is mortal and the 

next its immortal … we go from a natural body to a glorified one. One minute we’re on 

earth and the next we’re with the Lord.  

 

Or if you like the Old Testament pictures … you can check out what happened to Enoch 

in Genesis 5:24 and Elijah in 2nd Kings 2:11 … both being pictures to help us 

understand this event known as the Rapture. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

After the Rapture … the next event chronologically would seem to be …  

 

3. The Bema Seat of Christ:   

 

 2 Cor 5:10 … we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 

 each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he 

 has done, whether good or bad.  

 

Q. So what’s this “judgment seat” all about then? – It’s the judgment of a believer’s 
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works.  NOT the judgment of the believer themselves, but of their works. 

 

Ps 103:10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor rewarded us 

according to our iniquities. 11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

So great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him.  

 

“Bema” is a Greek word that simply means “judgment seat”.  It’s a term, though that the 

people of Paul’s day would have been familiar with because of their attraction to the 

Roman Olympic games.   

 

Let me read you a quote from the late Dr. Lehman Strauss‘ book called God‘s Plan for 

the Future. 

 

 In the large Olympic arenas, there was an elevated seat on which the judge of the 

 contest sat.  After the contests were over, the successful competitors would 

 assemble before the bema to receive their rewards and crowns.  The bema was 

 not a judicial bench where someone was condemned; it was a reward seat.  

 Likewise the judgment seat of Christ is not a judicial bench …. The Christian life 

 is a race, and the divine umpire is watching every contestant.  After the church 

 has run her course, He will gather every member before the bema for the purpose 

 of examining each one[s works] and giving the proper reward to each.  

 

And Paul gives us the scripture version of that in … 

 

1 Cor 3:12 … if any man builds on the foundation [of the Kingdom of Christ] 

with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man's work will 

become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, 

and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. 14 If any man's 

work which he has built on it remains [after being tested by fire], he will 

receive a reward. 15 If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but 

he himself will be saved … . 

 

So after the Church Age comes the Rapture of the Church and after the Rapture … the 

Bema Seat.  And then …  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

4. The Great Tribulation:  

 

Now part of what confuses people on this one is that it has several other names that mean 

essentially the same thing like; “Daniel‘s 70
th

 Week” or “The Time of Jacob‘s Trouble” 

or “The Seven Years of God’s Wrath”.  But simply keeping two aspects of the 

Tribulation in mind will help prevent confusion: 

 

1. The Tribulation is the pouring out of God’s wrath on an unrepentant world.   

 

2. It's sometimes referred to as “The Time of Jacob‘s Trouble” because during 

this seven year period of time, God will resume His dealings with, and use of, the 
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Jewish nation here on earth.  

 

Probably the best Old Testament picture of the Tribulation and how God will deal with 

His church is seen in the story of Sodom and Gomorrah and how He snatched certain 

people out of those cities BEFORE His wrath was unleashed in Genesis 19.   

 

And the best Old Testament pictures of God’s dealings with the Jewish nation during the 

Tribulation is probably seen in the account of the flood in Genesis 6-9.  Because God 

preserved Noah and his family through the pouring out of His divine wrath.   

 

So the Great Tribulation follows the removal of the church in the Rapture and involves 

God’s wrath being hurled upon this earth.  Not primarily to punish, but to compel the 

unsaved to get saved.  At the same time, the unrighteous who do not repent will be rightly 

punished as an inescapable consequence.  

 

Q. So what’s it involve? – Again, the details will come as we study it chapter by chapter 

in the coming weeks, but by way of introduction … the Tribulation of God’s wrath comes 

in three phases that are laid out in chapters 4 through 19 of this book. 

 

Those phases are identified as …  

 

1. The Seven Seal Judgments where the Lord opens seven sealed scrolls one at a 

time and then executes the judgment written there in (Revelation 6:1 - 8:6).   

 

2. The Seven Trumpet Judgments, where each wave of God’s wrath is announced 

by a trumpet blast (Revelation 8:7 - 9:21). 

 

3. And the Seven Bowl Judgments, where each dose of God’s wrath is contained 

in bowls that are poured out on the earth one at a time (Revelation 15:1 - 16:21). 

 

At least, if we were watching those events from the perspective of Heaven, that's what 

we'd see, but from the perspective of those on the earth … the Great Tribulation is just 

one barrage after another of unspeakably horrible and horrifying events.   

 

So after the Church Age comes the _____________ (Rapture), when we’re snatched up 

to be with the Lord and to stand before the ___________________ (Bema Seat), where 

we’ll give account of, and be rewarded for, our works for the Lord.  

 

And even as that’s taking place in Heaven … the __________________________ (Great 

Tribulation), is beginning to occur on earth.  

 

Q. Then what? … 

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. The Second Coming of Christ:  

 

Matt 24:27 "For just as the lightning comes from the east and flashes even to 
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the west, so will the coming of the Son of Man be.  

 

In other words, unlike the Rapture which will occur unannounced and will leave the 

world scrambling for an explanation, the Second Coming will be seen worldwide.   

 

We read in …  

 

Zech 14:4 In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in 

front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its 

middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain 

will move toward the north and the other half toward the south.  

 

And 1st Thessalonians gives us this … 

 

1 Thess 3:13 so that He may establish your hearts without blame in holiness 

before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His 

saints.  

 

In other words … when He returns … those of us who were previously Raptured ... will 

be returning with Him!   

 

Much more on the Second Coming when we get to chapter 19. 

 

 So the ________________ (Church Age), is followed by the _____________ (Rapture), 

after which we believers will stand before the ___________________ (Bema Seat).   

 

Meanwhile down here on earth the unbelievers are going through the 

__________________________ (Great Tribulation) and at the conclusion of that seven 

year period of time comes _____________________ (The Second Coming).   

 

Q. Then what? … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

6. The Battle of Armageddon:  This is the final battle between good and evil and it takes 

place in a valley known as Megiddo which sits southwest of the Sea of Galilee.   

 

Rev 19:17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out with a 

loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven, "Come, assemble 

for the great supper of God, 18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings and the 

flesh of commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses and 

of those who sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and slaves, 

and small and great." 19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and 

their armies assembled to make war against Him who sat on the horse and 

against His army. 

 

The “Him” in verse 19 is Jesus Christ and “His army” ... that’s us.  But the good news is 

that we never even raise a hand in this battle, but we still win decisively.   
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So … after the Church Age comes the  _____________ (Rapture), after which we 

believers will stand before the ___________________ (Bema Seat).   

 

Meanwhile down here on earth the unbelievers are going through the 

__________________________ (Great Tribulation) and at the conclusion of that seven 

year period of time comes _____________________ (The Second Coming).   

 

And shortly after the Second Coming the _____________________ (Battle of 

Armageddon) takes place.  

 

Q. Then what? … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Well, with that final battle between good and evil out of the way, we enter into the one 

thousand year period of time on earth know by two names ... 

 

7. The Millennial Reign and The Thousand Year Reign of Peace:   

 

Listen to how Isaiah describes it … 

 

Isa 11:6 And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down 

with the young goat, And the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; 

And a little boy will lead them. 7 Also the cow and the bear will graze, Their 

young will lie down together, And the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The 

nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, And the weaned child will 

put his hand on the viper's den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy 

mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD ….   

 

More on that in Revelation chapter 20.  So … 

 

After the Church Age comes the  _____________ (Rapture), after which we believers 

will stand before the ___________________ (Bema Seat).   

 

Meanwhile down here on earth the unbelievers are going through the 

__________________________ (Great Tribulation) and at the conclusion of that seven 

year period of time comes _____________________ (The Second Coming).   

 

And shortly after the Second Coming the _____________________ (Battle of 

Armageddon) takes place.  

 

And then we enter into the __________________________ (Millennial Reign) for 1,000 

years.  

 

Q. Then what? … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

As the Thousand Years of Peace draw to a close another judgment takes place, but this 
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one’s not for us as believers.  This is the judgment of unbelievers before they’re cast into 

eternal fire as well as the judgment of those who’ve come through the Tribulation.   

 

8. It’s called … The Great White Throne Judgment:   

 

Rev 20:11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from 

whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for 

them. 12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the 

throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the 

book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in 

the books, according to their deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which 

were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and 

they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 14 Then death 

and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the 

lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of 

life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

 

So right now we’re in the _________________ (Church Age) and after this time, comes 

the  _____________ (Rapture), after which we believers will stand before the 

___________________ (Bema Seat).   

 

Meanwhile down here on earth the unbelievers are going through the 

__________________________ (Great Tribulation) and at the conclusion of that seven 

year period of time comes _____________________ (The Second Coming).   

 

And shortly after the Second Coming the _____________________ (Battle of 

Armageddon) takes place.  

 

Then we enter into the __________________________ (Millennial Reign) for 1,000 

years.  And after that comes the ________________________ (Great White Throne of 

Judgment).  

 

Q. Then what? … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

9. Then comes The New Jerusalem and our Heavenly Eternity:   

 

Which we'll spend quite a bit of time discussing and studying out and looking forward to.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

So the big picture … 

 

1. The Church Age (chapters 2 & 3) 

 

2. The Rapture of the Church from Earth to Heaven (chapter 4) 

 

3. The Bema Seat of Christ (chapter 4) 
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4. The Seven Year Tribulation period on the earth (chapters 4 through 19) 

 

5. The Second Coming of Jesus with His church from Heaven to Earth (chapter 

19) 

 

6. The Battle of Armageddon (chapter 19) 

 

7. The Thousand Year Reign of Peace (chapter 20) 

 

8. The Great White Throne Judgment (chapter 20) 

 

9. And the New Jerusalem as well as our heavenly Eternity (chapters 21 & 22) 

 

And for those of you who’d like to have a ready reference of these things … you can pick 

up a copy of this handout for the back of your Bible on the table as you leave.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now … just to keep us oriented:  

 

Chapters 1 through 3, as you know, take place on earth.  John’s on the Island of Patmos 

and Jesus is with him.  

 

But as we enter into chapter 4 the scene changes; beginning here we’re given a glimpse 

into Heaven and although the location remains Heaven throughout, when we get to 

chapter 6, John’s eyes are turned back to the earth so that we see the happenings on earth 

from the vantage point of Heaven and that perspective persists, virtually, all the way 

through the end of the book.  

 

In these first few verses of chapter 4, we are basically given John’s introduction to 

Heaven, while the remainder of this chapter and all that follows deal with the 

experiences he had while he was there.  

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: I’m sure you understand that earth is not our goal.  Earth is the launch pad to 

the goal … to our eternal home … and there are still only two eternities to choose from.   

 

And we choose whichever eternal existence we want … not then, but NOW!   

 

We're familiar with the saying that "You wanna make a choice you can live with", but in 

honesty ... it's far more important that ... "You make a choice you can die with!" 

 

There’s a tombstone in a cemetery in England with this clever little poem inscribed on it 

… 

 

Pause, stranger as you pass me by, for as you are now so once was I. 

As I am now so you will be, so prepare for death and follow me. 

 

But some contemplative individual scratched a chalk note below it that read … 
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To follow you I’m not content … until I know which way you went. 

 

James tells us that our time on earth is like a vapor on the eternal timeline.  So small you 

can’t even see it.  So to invest ourselves in this life is to invest in a vapor.   

 

Our purpose then is wrapped up, not in the vapor of this life, but in all that follows it.   

 

The late Bishop Richard Loreene had a somewhat unique perspective on life.  He divided 

it up into three seasons: 

 

1. The first season being the nine months that we spend in our mother’s womb. 

 

2. The second season being the limited number of years that we’re given to carry 

on the Lord’s business on this earth. 

 

3. The third season, of course, being the season of eternity with God.  

 

And what I found most intriguing about what he had to say dealt with the transitions from 

one phase to the next. 

 

If we think about being in the womb … dark, cramped, confined.  You’re bent in half at 

the hips and spine, your knees are folded up next to your ears, food has no taste 

whatsoever and you’re floating around in your own urine … among other things.  

 

That just doesn’t sound like something I’d want to go back to.   

 

Q.  But think with me … when’s the last time a baby ever transitioned from that 

season to this one and seemed happy about it?  When’s the last time you heard of a 

baby coming out of that cramped, dark environment into this world ... pumping 

their fist and going “Oh ya!  This is awesome.  Look at all this space and check out 

the color and fresh air!”? –  

 

Q. No! That just doesn’t happen does it? – We all transition with literal kicking and 

screaming and yet from this side of the deal … we would never go back. 

 

Q. Well if you think this place is big and airy … if you think this world is superior to 

the womb … how much more when we compare this world to the next one?   


