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Teaching:   Since it’s been a couple of weeks … let’s do a quick memory check …  

 

1. The Church Age (chapters 2 & 3) 

 

2. The Rapture of the Church from Earth to Heaven (chapter 4) 

 

3. The Bema Seat of Christ (chapter 4) 

 

4. The Seven Year Tribulation Period upon the Earth while the church is in 

Heaven (chapters 4 through 19) 

 

5. The Second Coming of Jesus with His church from Heaven to Earth (chapter 

19)  

 

6. The Battle of Armageddon (chapter 19) 

 

7. The Thousand Year Reign of Peace or the Millennial Reign (chapter 20) 

 

8. Great White Throne Judgment (chapter 20) 

 

9. The New Jerusalem and out heavenly Eternity (chapters 21 & 22) 

 

And again, for those who’d like to have a ready reference of these things … you can pick 

up a copy of this handout from the Landing table as you leave.    

 

Now as we prepare to enter into chapter 6, remember the scroll.  The Clause of 

Redemption … the title deed to the earth and its inhabitants.  It was in the right hand of 

the Father until all of Heaven and earth broke out in celebration because The Lion of the 

Tribe of Judah … Jesus Christ was found worthy to take it, break its seals and to look 

therein.   

 

And remember our discussion of the content and structure of this scroll.  As the scribe 

came to the end of each section (similar to the chapters of a book in our culture), he’d roll 

the scroll up to that point and place a wax seal just below that and press it together to 

keep it from unraveling before he went on to the next section.   

 

And he’d repeat that process until he’d completed the entire document … with the final 
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seal being pressed to the outside like in the picture.    

 

And because this scroll is a title deed with a Clause of Redemption, it would have 

contained a list of the things necessary to purchase back or redeem the property described 

in it … in this case, this fallen world. 

 

Q. Why does this world need to be redeemed? – If you weren’t here for that study … 

you can go to our website and listen to it … it’s titled “Our Kinsmen Redeemer.”   

 

But this morning we’re going to be looking at the next chronological clip from John’s 

memory … as the Lord takes the scroll from the hand of the Father and begins to unroll it 

… breaking its seals one at a time. 

 

And just like in the Genesis account of creation … as the word is spoken (or in this case, 

read) in Heaven … it’s carried out on earth.   

 

The Lord reads it from the Scroll and then John describes for us, the corresponding action 

on earth.   

 

And this goes on all the way through chapter 19 in various forms:  

 

1
st
 … the Seal Judgments (there are seven of them).  When they’re completed, 

      they kicks off … 

2
nd

 … the Seven Trumpet Judgments, which kicks off … 

3
rd

 … the Seven Bowl Judgments, all of which leads up to the end … as we’ve 

     already memorized …  

 

So … prepare yourself for the breaking of the seals on this scroll …  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 1-2:  So the first seal is broken and as John peers at the corresponding events that 

occur as a response on earth.   

 

Now, you’ve gotta put yourself there.  If you’re on earth at this time, you’ve just 

experienced a very cataclysmic event … The Rapture; the unexplained, instantaneous 

disappearance of millions of people.   

 

So there’s still great confusion over that event … great heartache over lost loved ones … 

great anger as each country and each people group, points at one the others and hurls 

accusations of blame … great fear as each person wonders if they’ll be next. 

 

And in the midst of this dark and frightening time … in comes the man on the white 

horse flashing a great big, confident smile.   

 

Q. Is he the hero? – Well he’ll certainly be hailed that way, but we’re told several 

interesting things about this individual that we should consider: 
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1. He sat on a white horse.   He was pleasing in appearance and regal atop his 

kingly steed.  He fills people with hope and inspires confidence.  

 

2. He has a bow.  A symbol of his power and authority, the power of government 

… even the power over the life and death of his subjects.   

 

3. And he has a crown … a crown that … take note … had been given to him.   

 

4. And he went out conquering and to conquer.  He’s ambitious and successful.   

 

And each of these observations is a clue as to this rider’s identity as well as his character 

and purpose.   

 

This rider is none other than the Antichrist.  The great counterfeiter; he comes doing an 

impersonation of Jesus Christ … intending to make people think that he is the savior of 

the world.  And although the Antichrist is evil incarnate … the natural senses would 

never reveal that.   

 

As one commentator said … 

 

“The Antichrist will have the oratorical skills of a John Kennedy, the inspirational 

power of a Winston Churchill, the determination of a Joseph Stalin and the vision 

of a Karl Marx.  He will have the respectability of a Gandhi, the military prowess 

of a Douglas MacArthur, the charm of a Will Rogers and the genius of a King 

Solomon.” 

 

Q. So what do we know about this Antichrist? -- Well the Antichrist is the one that 

Revelation 13 tells us will receive the power and authority of Satan.  He’s the one 

anointed and appointed by Satan to oppose all of Christ’s loving influence here on earth.   

 

Paul was speaking to the frightened believers in Thessalonica about the Lord’s Second 

Coming in the context of the Seven Years of Tribulation and he said this about the 

Antichrist … 

 

2 Thess 2:3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the 

apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 

destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or 

object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying 

himself as being God. … 6 And you know what restrains him now, so that in 

his time he will be revealed. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at 

work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way. 8 

Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the 

breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; 9 

that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all 

power and signs and false wonders, 10 and with all the deception of 

wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the 
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truth so as to be saved. 11 For this reason God will send upon them a 

deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, 12 in order that they 

all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in 

wickedness.  

 

Q. So we think of an event like that period of time known as The Dark Ages … was 

that severe censorship?  Was that harsh in the exercise of authoritarian power? – 

No.  According to the words of Paul, that was a season that was restrained by the Holy 

Spirit.  So the evil of man was at work, but Satan was held back. 

 

Q. How about the Great Depression? – Nope, that was restrained hardship. 

 

Q. What about the Holocaust? – Still restrained! 

 

But … a time is coming when the restrainer … the Holy Spirit of God, will be withdrawn 

and evil will truly be unleashed like nothing this world has ever seen or imagined.   

 

So the world crowns and hails this new political wonder … the hero on the white horse.  

And remember the world will follow him unwittingly … not realizing who he is nor 

understanding his true motivations.   

 

So for 3 and ½ years the scriptures teach us, he’ll be considered the answer to the world’s 

woes.  And for 3 and ½ years, those under his influence will flaunt him as proof that the 

problem all along was those followers of the God of the Bible.  They’ll claim that our 

disappearance in The Rapture has ushered in peace on earth.   

 

Madalyn Murray O’Hare is the woman that founded the American Atheist Association 

and who was responsible for the lawsuit that ended prayer in public schools.   

 

And for those unfamiliar … let me share a couple facts with you about dear Madalyn: 

 

1. She was educated as an attorney, but failed the bar and never practiced law.   

2. She worked for 17 years as a psychological counselor for the Baltimore Welfare 

department.   

3. She used the last name of a man who refused to marry her, but still managed to 

rack up two divorces.  

4. She called herself a doctor, but held doctorate level degree. 

5. She tried to defect to Russia, but was rejected at the border.   

6. And she was ultimately assassinated by two employees from her own atheist 

association.  

 

But … those fun facts aside … the reason I brought her up is to share this quote from an 

interview with her in the 1970’s … 

 

“Christianity is intolerant.  It is anti-democratic.  It is anti-sexual.  It is anti-life.  It 

is anti-women and I cannot stand that.  It is anti-everything that is good and 
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human and decent and kind and love-filled and understanding.” 

 

She goes on to say … 

 

“I used to have an intellectual hatred for Christianity, but I think it is broadening 

now because I’m enjoying hating the whole thing.” 

 

Q. Did you catch that? – She says, “Christians are unloving … and I hate them!  

Christians are intolerant and I can’t tolerate them.” And yet somehow she’s okay and 

we’re not.   

 

The Antichrist will come with a very similar message and will call it a campaign of 

peace.  And he’ll be very successful at selling that line.   

 

He’ll even broker some impressive and convincing peace treaties including one between 

the Jews and the Muslims.   

 

But Paul says this … 

 

1 Thess 5:3 While they are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will 

come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and 

they will not escape. 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day 

would overtake you like a thief; 5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day.  

 

So all that peace comes to an abrupt halt 3 and ½ years into the reign of this evil man 

when the eyes of the world will be opened to who he is … but it’s too late.   

 

Q. Now I know that there’s a tendency … an understandable tendency for people to 

ponder and wonder … who is this Antichrist?  Is he alive and being groomed even 

today? – But I want to give you this one piece of scriptural counsel … and that is that as 

you search the scriptures you will not find any shred of encouragement for you and me to 

look for the Antichrist.   

 

But the scriptures are replete with counsel and encouragement for us to look daily for 

Jesus Christ!  So don’t allow yourself to be distracted from that pursuit.   

 

So … as the first seal is broken in Heaven … the Antichrist is revealed on earth.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 3-4:  If you think there’s hatred and violence today … just wait!  Remember … 

all that we see today is heavily restrained.  But as the Lamb breaks the second seal on the 

scroll and as John again looks on … that restraining peace is removed.   

 

And John sees a second horse … a red horse with rider.   

 

And of this rider, we’re told that he was granted the power of the sword … the power to 

make war.   
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The people think they’re exercising democracy as they vote to give their vote to the 

Antichrist who will appoint this powerful general and as a result the second seal 

unleashes war on earth.    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 5-6:  John’s again instructed to look to earth as the Lamb breaks the third seal.  

 

And he sees a black horse and his rider.  And famine consumes the world as the price of 

food suddenly exceeds that of gold.   

 

A quart of wheat would cost you nine hour’s wages … hardly enough to feed a family for 

a day and that leaves absolutely nothing for their other needs like housing and clothing 

and transportation.  

 

And when it comes to luxuries like oil and wine … they’re saying “Don’t bother breaking 

the seal … don’t bother opening the box, because they’ll never be able to afford it.”   

 

Great war followed by great famine.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 7-8: An ashen or pale horse and he who sat on it was named Death.   

 

Now unlike the authorities given to the other riders … the authority given to this rider 

seems to be given to him by Satan rather than granted by deceived human beings … 

because his authorities go beyond anything that could be exercised from a mere political 

office … like the pestilence and wild beasts.   

 

Death by cockroaches and the family pet as they’re inspired and empowered by Satan.   

 

The earth’s population is 7.5 billion so if we assume a generous number and say that 2.5 

billion people are raptured … 5 billion will be left behind.  So as this fourth seal is 

broken … over one billion people will die.  

 

It would be roughly equivalent to killing every man, woman and child in the United 

States … plus killing every man, woman and child in Mexico … plus killing every man, 

woman and child in Canada … plus killing every man, woman and child in Europe! 

 

We can NOT imagine! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 9-11: These seem to be martyrs of the Tribulation period. 

 

Wait … I thought that the un-raptured world would be deceived into thinking that 

Christianity had been the problem all along.   

 

Q. So how did these people come to know Christ and be martyred for their faith? –  

 

Q. How many people do you know who’ve heard the truth and yet have declined to 
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give their lives to Christ? – There will be a substantial group of people who will know, 

even as the Antichrist is selling his excuses for the Rapture on the evening news … they 

will know the truth because they’ve heard it.  

 

And these Tribulation martyrs are told to wait a little while longer.   

 

Q. Why … why do they need to wait? -- God says to these saints that they need to wait 

until just the right number of their fellow saints have been put to death! 

 

Q. That makes it sound like the death of saints is a good an necessary thing doesn’t 

it? … 

 

2 Pet 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, 

but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to 

repentance. 

 

Death for a saint is better than winning the lottery!   And every saint that dies well … is a 

megaphone to every unbeliever who witnesses, or becomes aware of, it.   

 

There is a divine purpose in everything that God does! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 12-14:  WOW!  So this tells us what happens, but not necessarily why or how … 

 

And I don’t know … but many scholars believe that it’s a massive meteor shower, the 

particles of which, strike the earth with so much force that they actually changes the 

earth’s axis of rotation and thereby change … everything. 

 

The tropical regions suddenly become polar and vice versa.  What was frozen melts and 

what was scorching, freezes and as a result … dry land becomes ocean and oceans will 

dry up.    

 

Only God does that! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 15-17: Look carefully … interesting because … this is a prayer meeting.   

 

These people are praying, but in defiance of God … they’re praying, not to God, but to 

the rocks and the earth.  

 

Q. And what are they praying for? – They’re asking the rocks to kill them and hide 

their bodies from God.   

 

But Mother Nature will not … cannot help them!  Never has and never will.  The hope of 

mankind rests singularly upon God.   

 

Jesus says very honestly in .., 

 



 8 

Matt 21:44 "… he who falls on this stone (that is, the Rock of Jesus Christ) will 

be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust."   

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: And this is just a warm-up.  The bad stuff doesn’t come upon the earth until 

we’re 3 and ½ years into this seven year period of Tribulation.   

 

Now I know that this isn’t exactly the type of message that you walk away from feeling 

all warm and fuzzy.   

 

But before you walk out all bummed … consider this with me …  

 

Q. Why would God do all of this to the earth?  Is it to punish the unbelievers? – NO!  

It’s to persuade them to stop fighting … to allow Him to save them.   

 

It’s to persuade them … one Seal at a time to turn to Him.  It’s a display of His power to 

convince man that they can NOT win … that surrender is our only hope.   

 

But for me … it just makes me so glad to be a believer today.  I’m so glad for the promise 

that tells me that I’ve not been appointed to this wrath (1 Thessalonians 5:9).   

 

We see a very clear distinction of the three groups of people in this scene: 

 

1. Group one … the unsaved … the unrepentant … they’re on earth praying to die 

and for the rocks to hide their bodies from God. 

 

2. The second group is those who refused to accept Jesus during this lifetime.  

Those who held on to their rebellion just one day too long.  They come to 

salvation, but they do so after the Rapture.   

 

And in this scene ... the individuals of that group have either been martyred and 

are under the altar praying to God for vengeance or they’re still on earth enduring 

a living hell and about to be martyred. 

 

3. The third group is us … the saved, the born again, the redeemed.  Those 

who’ve publically confessed Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior and … 

 

Q. Where is that group?  Where will we be? – Back in chapter 5 it says 

we’ll be in Heaven … partying our hearts out! 

 

Now I remind you that each of us, must choose which group we want to be a part.  We 

must choose which of those three groups we want to be with.     

 

Choose wisely! 

 

 


