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So we’ve covered Christ’s genealogy … proving that Jesus had all the right bloodline to 

fulfill the Old Testament prophecies about the coming messiah.   

 

We also looked at the Lord’s birth and His very early childhood including the family’s 

flight to Egypt and their return to Israel and settlement in Nazareth.   

 

Now … before we jump into chapter 3, we need to take a moment and fill in a few 

blanks of history that fall unrecorded between chapters 2 and 3.   

 

Chapter 2, remember, leaves off with Jesus as a small child.  In fact, chapter 2, records 

the death of Herod the Great as well as the succession of Archelaus which took place in 3 

BC, making Christ three years old at the close of that chapter. 

 

But as chapter 3 picks up the narrative, Jesus is already beginning His earthly ministry.  

So, some 27 years have elapse between the close of chapter 2 and the opening of 

chapter 3.  

 

So, let’s read together from Luke’s gospel to pick up what we can of those lost 27 years 

… 

 

Luke 2:40 The Child continued to grow and become strong, increasing in 

wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.  41 Now His parents went to 

Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover.  42 And when He became 

twelve, they went up there according to the custom of the Feast; 43 and as 

they were returning, after spending the full number of days, the boy Jesus 

stayed behind in Jerusalem. But His parents were unaware of it, 44 but 

supposed Him to be in the caravan, and went a day's journey; and they 

began looking for Him among their relatives and acquaintances.  45 When 

they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem looking for Him.  46 Then, 

after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 

teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions.  47 And all who 

heard Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers.  48 When 

they saw Him, they were astonished; and His mother said to Him, "Son, why 

have You treated us this way? Behold, Your father and I have been anxiously 

looking for You."  49 And He said to them, "Why is it that you were looking 

for Me? Did you not know that I had to be in My Father's house?"  50 But 

they did not understand the statement which He had made to them.  51 And 
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He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and He continued in 

subjection to them; and His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

 52 And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God 

and men. 

 

There it is … all we have about the latter childhood and teenage years of the Lord except 

that John says in … 

 

John 21:25 … there are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they 

were written in detail, I suppose that even the world itself would not contain 

the books that would be written. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now we have a new character who comes on the scene in chapter 3 of Matthew … a 

man that plays a very large role in the revelation of the New Testament … a man called 

John the Baptist.   

 

And for you students … Luke chapter 1.  That’s where most of what we know of John 

and his family comes from.  I’ll leave that for you to read in its entirety and we’ll just 

touch on just highlights this morning.   

 

John the Baptist was the son of Zacharias, a priest and Elizabeth who’s identified as a 

descendant of Aaron (Moses’ brother the priest).  Scripture tells us that John’s parents 

were righteous people (that is … they had a “right standing with God”).   

 

We also know from Luke that Christ’s mother, Mary and John’s mother, Elizabeth were 

cousins, which would, of course make Jesus and John 2nd cousins … Luke 1:36 telling 

us that John was the older of the two … but only by about 6 months.   

 

Now we don’t specifically know how well John and Jesus knew one another as they grew 

up, but it does seem that Mary and Elizabeth were close so I’d call is a pretty safe bet that 

they had occasions to play together as children.   

 

We’ve already looked and a number of the Old Testament prophesies with regard to the 

coming Messiah, but we also have prophesies about John.  In fact, the prophet, Isaiah 

recorded what John’s job would be about 700 years before he was even born … 

 

Isaiah 40:3 A voice is calling, "Clear the way for the LORD in the 

wilderness; Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God. 

 

So, John’s commission was to announce the coming and arrival of the messiah.  But as 

we looked at last week, Jesus wasn’t what the Jews expected nor wanted in a messiah so 

John’s battle to convince them was up hill all the way.   

 

Whether he liked it or not … John was the campaign manager for an extremely unpopular 

candidate.   
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We have much more to learn about John … such as the Lord’s statement that of all 48 

prophets and 7 prophetesses mentioned in the Bible … John the Baptist was the greatest 

of them all (Matthew 11:11).  Or when the Lord said that John the Baptist was Elijah 

(Matthew 11:14).  

 

Well … more to come on those and other topics as we progress through this book. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

John was ultimately beheaded after an imprisonment imposed by King Herod.  The Bible 

says that John was executed because he reproved the king for his sinful relationship with 

his brother’s wife, (Herodias).   

 

In fact, she was the one who ultimately demanded John’s head on a platter and got it 

(Matthew 14, Mark 6 & Luke 3).  

 

Now with that … let’s jump into our text in Matthew 3 … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 1-4:  There is one more little snippet of scripture that we need from Luke to 

complete our picture of John … and it comes from …   

 

Luke 1:80 And the child continued to grow and to become strong in spirit, 

and he lived in the deserts until the day of his public appearance to Israel. 

 

In Christ’s day, virtually all Jewish men wore a beard and in John the Baptist’s case 

many people believe that he’d been set apart to God as a Nazirite based on the verse we 

just read.   

 

To be a Nazirite meant that you were set apart for God’s purposes and the outward 

evidence of that was that you … 

 

Couldn’t touch anything dead … 

You couldn’t be close to alcohol or grapes and … 

You couldn’t cut your hair (Numbers 6:1-21). 

 

So get the picture … this really hairy fellow who’s been living in the desert for a number 

of years … shows up in the city of Jerusalem wearing camel-hide wrapped around him 

with a belt and eating locust dipped in honey.   

 

Not exactly a mild-mannered entrance. But really … it’s fitting!  Because John didn’t   

come with a mild-mannered mission.  He came with the stern warning of verse 2 … 

 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”   

 

You know … the word repent is practically unheard of outside Christian circles.  To be 

honest … it’s not a popular word, even within Christian circles.   
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It’s doesn’t mean to apologize, although in America, it seems to often be used that way.  

And it doesn’t mean to regret your actions, although that is certainly the most popular 

application of it. 

 

In the Greek it’s metanoeo (met-an-o-eh'-o) and it means to change course or thought. 

 

When we apologize to God or man we don’t always mean what we say.  It’s easy to say 

“I’m sorry Lord that I sinned in that way”, and from a human perspective … faking it is 

pretty easy.  I could do that and you’d have a hard time knowing if I was really sorry in 

my heart or if I was just giving it a little lip service to make myself look better.   

 

But repentance can’t be faked.   

 

The Christian life is often spoken of as a “walk”.  We find several places in the Bible 

where we’re advised to “walk straight” and “not to veer to the right nor to the left”.   

 

So, if you’re walking in a direction that’s outside of God desire for your life, to 

“apologize” for that would mean to verbally express some degree of regret even as you 

continue walking in that same direction.   

 

But to “repent” means to stop … regret the direction … and based upon that ... change 

your direction to match God’s will.    

 

That’s why it can’t be faked.  True repentance comes with clear and observable evidence 

of change. 

  

Now look again at what John’s preaching to these people … REPENT!  He knew that the 

direction they were heading, individually and nationally, was contrary to God’s desire for 

them.  So, he says REPENT and REPENT now for the kingdom of God is at hand.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 5-6:  The secular historian, Josephus tells us that the number of people coming to 

John at the Jordan River was too large to be counted.   

 

And they were coming … not only, from the city of Jerusalem, but from the entire region 

of Judea and also Perea … the east side of the Jordan.   

 

They’re coming to John, confessing their sins and being baptized.   

 

Q. But what was the meaning of this baptism? -- John himself gives us some 

explanation of it in … 

 

Matthew 3:11 "As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He 

who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His 

sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
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The word “baptism” in the Greek is baptisma (bap'-tis-mah) and it can be used in a wide 

range of contexts, but no matter the context it always means immersion. 

 

So, to be baptized is to be immersed, not in the water of a river or baptismal or  

swimming pool, but into whatever you’re being baptized into.  In this case the people  

were, symbolically being “immersed” into repentance.   

 

In Acts 19 we have record of a group of people described as being “immersed” into  

Jesus Christ and all that He is. 

 

Acts 19:1 It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed 

through the upper country and came to Ephesus, and found some disciples. 

2 He said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" And 

they said to him, "No, we have not even heard whether there is a Holy 

Spirit."  3 And he said, "Into what then were you baptized?" And they said, 

"Into John's baptism."  4 Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of 

repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after him, 

that is, in Jesus."  5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of 

the Lord Jesus.  6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy 

Spirit came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying 

 

So limiting our discussion of that to what John the Baptist did … he baptized those folks 

in the Jordan river for repentance … it was a baptism of preparation.   

 

Q. Which makes sense, because remember what his commission was? -- To “make 

ready the way”.   

 

Until the average Jew repented of the mentality that it was up to them to earn their way to 

Heaven … they weren’t ready to be baptized into Jesus.  And until the religious Jew 

repented of the mentality that God somehow owed them because they were descendants 

of Abraham … they weren’t ready either.   

 

John was tilling up the ground of their hearts with the plow of repentance so that the seed 

of Jesus Christ could be planted.   

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  And this … seems to naturally bring us to a discussion of what baptism is 

for us today … a discussion that I’ll try to keep brief, in part, because I know it’s familiar 

to many of you.  

 

Baptism for us is, essentially, two things; obedience and symbolism (especially when we 

think of its witness): 

 

Romans 6:4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through 

baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead 

through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of 

life. 
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So, baptism is a symbolic act whereby a Christian identifies with the death, burial 

and resurrection of Christ.  It’s a public profession of a person’s repentance and 

faith in Christ.  It’s a way of giving outward evidence to the inward work of God.  

 

Which brings us to … 

 

Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give 

life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 

 
When a person becomes a Christian, they become a “new creation” (2nd

 

Corinthians 5:17).  That means that your spirit is made alive and new … your 

body however, (your flesh) remains corrupted (John 6:39-40). 

   

On the outside you pretty much look like you always have, but on the inside, 

you’re changed and you will continue to change until the day you go home to be 

with the Lord. 

  

On the day of salvation, a person’s heart is cleansed by the blood of Christ and 

their spirit is quickened by the Holy Spirit.  They find themselves able to hear 

God and communicate back to Him.  They become increasingly capable of loving 

others and they’re aware of, not only, a growing desire to obey Christ, but an 

increasing empowerment to do so. 

   

And all those truths are what’s symbolized by baptism.  By going under the water, 

we symbolize the death and burial of our old nature … the person we were before 

Christ came into our life.  

 

The old man was enslaved to Satan and therefore … has to go … so, we leave him 

in the watery grave.  What comes up out of the water is, symbolically, the new 

man.  The one who’s chosen Jesus as his new master.  

  

So is Baptism Necessary for Salvation? -- NO! 

Colossians 2:12 says …  

 

Having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also 

raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised 

Him from the dead (Emphasis added).  

 

We’re saved by faith, not by baptism or any other earthly action (Ephesians 2:8). 

Baptism only symbolizes the cleansing of the human heart so … 

 

Q. If the heart has not been previously cleansed by faith in Christ … what is 

there to symbolize and what would that benefit? 
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Q. And lastly … if Water Baptism isn’t required for salvation … why should we do 

it? – Simple … because the Word of God tells us to (Romans 6:3-7)! 

 

Jesus Himself was baptized (Matthew 3) and we’re told to do likewise. 

 

And in Matthew 28 (16-20), Jesus told His followers to baptized those who came 

to faith after them. 

   

So, in addition to being symbolic … baptism, for us, is a willful act of obedience.  

   


