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Last week, we made it through verse 15 of chapter 11 and in those verses, we saw the 

Lord’s glowing report of John the Baptist, who, at that time was imprisoned for his stand 

on the gospel.   

 

Now as we pick it up in verse 16 this morning, Jesus turns the focus of His discussion 

away from John and toward the people who’ve been following Him.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 16-19:  Back in the 7
th

 verse of this chapter we were told that Jesus was 

surrounded by “crowds” … plural, using a Greek word that’s defined as a riotous 

multitude that is held in control.  

 

So, as the Lord begins to speak here … picture a large crowd that’s currently under 

control, but that has the potential to explode into riot at any moment.  That’s what the 

language conveys to us.  

 

And this word-picture that the Lord paints is of small children playing together in the 

public square.  Some of them bored and saying, “There’s nothing to do!”   

 

Other children are saying, “What do you mean there’s nothing to do?  Haven’t we come 

up with ideas from one end of the spectrum to the other for you?  We’ve already offered 

you everything from dancing to mourning!” 

 

The idea is of a generation that was never satisfied.  No matter what they were given … it 

wasn’t enough! 

 

Jesus says “John offered you religious piety and I offered you religious freedom, but you 

cried and complained about both and all that’s in between.”   

 

“To what shall I compare this generation” … and by that, I mean the generations that 

currently walk this planet. We’re so entertainment centered!  And we’re certainly a 

generation of people who want it our way! 

 

Q. Did you know that there are more than 4,000 individually recognized religions 

today? – And beyond that … there are nearly 4,000 individual denominations … just 

within Christianity.   

 

Q. The real question then is … why?  Why are there so many? –  
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1. In large part it’s because people refuse to be satisfied with a God who created 

them, but didn’t ask them for the list of design demands first.   

2. It’s because we want a god of our creation … one that will do it our way! One that 

will be there when we want something, but that won’t bug us when it’s 

inconvenient.  

 

No … we must be willing to mourn when the Lord plays a dirge in a certain season of our 

life.  And … equally … we must be ready to dance and rejoice when He plays the flute.  

 

As Paul said … 

 

1st Timothy 6:6 … godliness actually is a means of great gain when 

accompanied by contentment. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 20-24: This makes me think of Luke 12:48 … 

 

… From everyone who has been given much, much will be required; and to 

whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more. 
 

The cities of Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum had all been given much in terms of 

ministry and evidence of the Lord’s messiahship.   

 

So … more was required was them.   

 

Q. And why, specifically, was Jesus so hard on them? - “because they did not 

repent” it says.  

 

Repentance, remember, doesn’t mean saying “I’m sorry for what I did”.  Repentance 

means you take action to make sure I don’t do it again.  It’s an active turning away from 

whatever wrong … and turning toward what’s right.   

 

In the next chapter Jesus explains why true repentance is so important … 

 

Matthew 12:43 "Now when the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes 

through waterless places seeking rest, and does not find it.  44 "Then it says, 

"I will return to my house from which I came'; and when it comes, it finds it 

unoccupied, swept, and put in order.  45 “Then it goes and takes along with it 

seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there; and 

the last state of that man becomes worse than the first …" 

 

When we “clean up our act” or are forced to abstain from some activity … but don’t take 

to full actions of repentance … meaning we stop doing the wrong, but we don’t turn 

away from it … we don’t take action to start moving toward the right … all we really 

accomplish is hanging out the vacancy sign. 
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When we empty out space in our heart or on our calendar … space previously used for 

wrong things … we must follow up by filling that space with things of the Lord.   That’s 

the only way change lasts.   

 

These cities did not repent.  They may very well have swept the streets and painted the 

buildings …  but they did not repent.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 25-30: “Father, thank You that You want us to depend on you, as a nursing babe 

depends upon it’s mother and You hide Yourself from the proud and self-sufficient!”  

 

And as the Lord says “Amen” to that prayer and turns again to the crowd … He offers 

one of the most beautiful invitations ever put into words.   

 

It’s an appeal to those who struggle day after day in their own strength and have become 

weary.  Their loads have become too burdensome.   

 

In Christ’s day the ox was the most commonly yoked animal, but they were yoked in 

pairs.  Typically, they would yoke together two oxen of relatively equal size, strength and 

experience when they went to work the fields, but there was also a time of training.  

 

When a young ox was ready to begin training it would be yoked together with an older, 

stronger and more experienced animal. 

    

And that’s what Jesus is talking about.  He’s offering to yoke Himself together with us. 

He says “learn from Me”.  

 

But verse 30 is speaking of that time when we’ve matured past the training.  When we 

can finally be yoked together with another in service.   

 

We yoke ourselves to Him when we’re learning and we yoke ourselves to Him in service 

… every day … forever and ever! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter 12, verses 1-13:  Jesus is really introducing them to the transition that was 

taking place … the transition from the Law of the Old Testament to the grace of the New 

Testament.   

 

He’s, of course, being accused of breaking the Old Testament Law regarding the Sabbath 

Day.    

 

The fourth the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20 says … 

 

Exodus 20:8 "Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.  9 "Six days you 

shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath of the 

LORD your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your 

daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner 

who stays with you.   
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It’s a law that’s readdressed in a number of Old Testament passages, but the only one that 

really adds to what we’re looking at in Matthew is … 

 

Exodus 35:2 "For six days work may be done, but on the seventh day you 

shall have a holy day, a sabbath of complete rest to the LORD; whoever does 

any work on it shall be put to death.  3 "You shall not kindle a fire in any of 

your dwellings on the sabbath day." 

 

Now let me explain … when it says, “You shall not Kindle a fire”, it’s not talking about 

a fire for warmth in the cold months … it’s talking about cooking.  It means they couldn’t 

labor in the kitchen on the Sabbath.  They were not allowed to cook over a fire.  

 

Q. So now … having actually read the Law on this issue … what portion of it was 

Jesus guilty of braking? – Did it say they were not allowed to eat on the Sabbath? – 

Of course not.   

 

In Matthew 15, Jesus addresses the guilt of the Pharisees for the way they added to 

God’s Law.  Paul also speaks of that sin in Colossians 2.  But that’s exactly what was 

happening!  The Pharisees had added their own twists to God’s Law … and then, based 

on that … were accusing Jesus of breaking God’s Law.   

 

Q. It’s the idea that if God says “Hold your breath for 5 seconds” … holding it for 

10 seconds makes you twice as righteous … right? – No!  In reality … it makes you 

disobedient, arrogant and self-sufficient.  All of which breaks God’s heart! 

 

But this is the problem with religion! 

 

Q. How much is enough?  How much is too much? – In years past … two churches 

(one Baptist and one non-denominational), that we were a part of … had the same 

problem.  Some of the females on the worship team were immodest.   

 

Both churches had a basic policy of “encouraging” females to wear skirts and dresses 

rather than pants to avoid the immodesty of tight pants.  But that rule led to some very 

short hemlines.  So, they made a new rule for the females on the worship team … skirts 

and dresses had to extend below the knees.  But that rule led to skin-tight, knit skirts that 

were, in many ways, more revealing and provocative than tight pants or short skirts.   

 

And the thing of it is … those church leaders were trying to accomplish something good.   

 

After all … Paul says in … 

 

1st Timothy 2:9 …. I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, 

modestly and discreetly…. 10 …. as is proper for women making a claim to 

godliness.  
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But the bottom line is … the problem with those immodest girls wasn’t their clothing … 

it was their spiritually immature hearts.  And that’s something that 2
nd

 Timothy chapter 

2 says is a disqualifier.   

 

In other words … the wrong was committed when the church’s leadership allowed those 

spiritually immature girls to serve in the first place.  Then they complicated it several 

times over by adding rules to try and correct their own disobedience.   

 

So, what these Pharisees were guilty of … remains an ongoing problem in today’s church 

and it always comes back to religion versus a relationship with Jesus.   

 

But specifically, as it relates to this issue of the Sabbath Law, Jesus summarizes it this 

way in … 

 

Mark 2:27 ….  "The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the 

Sabbath. 

 

In other words … it was never God’s intent that the Sabbath be blessed by man’s 

obedience to it … man was meant to be blessed by the intent of the Sabbath.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 14: Jesus does a good thing by healing this man’s withered hand, but because it 

was on the Sabbath … the Pharisees birth a calf and begin whispering amongst 

themselves how to destroy Him.  

 

Q. So … who has the greater sin? –  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 15-21: Four times so far in Matthew’s gospel Jesus has warned people not to 

advertise what He did for them.   

 

Q.  But why? -- Two reasons: 

 

1. First … He was on a divine timeline that could not be disrupted.  He knew 

that a cascade of events would soon unfold as a result of His ministry and … 

 

2. Second … He didn’t want to be known as a mere “healer”.  He came as “the 

Messiah”, the savior of the world.   

 

And Jesus quotes here from Isaiah.  Words penned some 750 years before they came to 

pass and yet … everything he said was accurate:  

 

* Jesus would be a servant leader 

* He would do what pleased the Father 

* He would open the doors of Heaven to the Gentiles (non-Jews) 

* His ministry would be a relatively quiet one 

* He would be battered and beaten, but He would emerge is the victor.  
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* And He would accomplish all that He was sent to do before He went to the 

cross.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 22-24:  Jesus casts out the demon … the man is healed … the crowds are amazed 

and the Pharisees fear.  It really reminds me of the modern-day politics that we see in the 

news every day!   

 

The Pharisees were afraid that the people would like Jesus … that they might turn to 

Him.  So, they start slinging mud.  No proof or justification needed!   

 

Remember that the religious leaders of that day taught that you had to know a demon’s 

name before you could cast him out of someone.   

 

Q. So what do you do when the possessed individual is a mute and can’t tell you the 

name of the demon inside of Him like this guy? – Sorry buddy! 

 

And since Jesus successfully casts this demon out … the Pharisees tried to convince the 

crowd that Jesus must have known this demon personally.   

 

Q. How else could He know the demon’s name? – He must have been working for 

Beelzebul (Which is the Aramaic name for Satan).   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 25-28 Jesus responds to their accusation without hearing it verbally and tells them 

to think about what they’re saying … 

 

1. Q. Why would Satan oppose himself? 

 

2. Q. And … if it’s only by the power of Satan that demons are cast out … by 

what power have your sons been casting them out? 

 

Then He says, in verse 27, “And if I and your sons are guilty of working for Satan … 

then these accusations of yours will turn the Kingdom of Evil against you … they will 

judge you.” 

 

And in verse 28 He says … “If, on the other hand, it’s not by Satan’s power that I cast 

out demons … then I am the Messiah and the kingdom of God is upon you!” 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 29: 1st John 5:19 says … 

 

We know that ….  the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 

 

The Lord’s point is that He came into this world with the authority, and in the power, of 

the Father and in that capacity … He bound up the god of this world with his own cords.   

 

Obviously, this wasn’t a physical binding, but a spiritual one as Paul explains in … 
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2
nd

 Corinthians 10:4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but 

divinely powerful …. 

 

We’re engaged in spiritual warfare every day.  And although it is spiritual, the fighting is 

just as intense as any physical battlefield has ever been.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 30: In this war there are no … consciences objectors … or bystanders … or 

uninvolved observers.  Everyone is a participant!   

 

Either you’re on Jesus’ side or the opposing side … there is NO in-between. 

 

He says in the 1
st
 half of this verse … 

 

He who is not with Me is against Me … 

 

In other words, if you’ve not made a conscious and public decision to be a part of God’s 

team … then you’re NOT a part of His team.  And since there are only two teams to 

choose from … you are against Him! 

 

But then in the second half of the verse He says … 

 

… he who does not gather with me scatters. 

 

So, to those of us who have made a conscious and public decision to join His team … He 

says … “There’s no such thing as passive Christianity … so … get busy!” 

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: If you were to take all that the Lord says to us in passage and cut it up into 

bitesize pieces … I think it comes down to these seven points:  

 

1. Don’t try to box God in.  We need to submit to God’s plan and remain content 

regardless of the outcome.   

 

2. We must be truly repentant and not just sorry.  Anytime we give up some 

undesirable part of our life we must fill that space with God.   

 

3. We can’t rely on what we see God doing as a measure of another’s 

righteousness.  God tells us from the very first book in the Bible “I will bless 

whom I bless”.  Meaning that … it’s none of our business who or why. 

 

4. We’ve all been invited to accept Jesus as our Lord, to learn from Him and to 

serve alongside Him.   

 

5. Do NOT add religious rules and baggage to God’s book. 

 

6. Jesus has all power from God the Father and will destroy Satan at the appointed 

time.   
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7. Lastly … until that time comes there’s a war to fight.  And His expectation of 

all of us who are on His team … is that we fight … with all we have! 

 

 

 


