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We get to look at just a few more parables before Matthew reverts back to a more 

narrative style for a few chapters.  So, let’s just jump right in … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 44-46:  Two parables have caused their fair share of controversy over the years.  

The debate over them has always revolved around two questions … 

 

Q. Who is the man in verse 44 and who is the merchant in verse 45? – I don’t think 

we need to cover expositional constancy again, but we are going to apply it … so if 

you’re not familiar with it … you should go to our website and listen to last Sunday’s 

message to get a handle on it … the rule of expositional constancy.   

 

Now, this first parable … the one about the “Hidden Treasure”, uses symbolism that 

Jesus has already defined for us.  He said back in verse 38 that when He uses the word, 

“field” in a parable … He’s speaking of the world.   A physical field, spiritually 

symbolizing the world.   

 

So, the parable describes a man who found, what was, a real “treasure” to him, but when 

he found it, he hid it again.   

 

Q. Now think about that … if you found something that was of great value and 

decided to hide it … would you leave it there forever?  Or would you hide it so that 

no harm would come to it until you came back to get it? -- Obviously, if you found 

something that you considered a treasure, you’d hide it for safekeeping until you could 

retrieve it.   

 

Now … many have interpreted this parable and the next one as a man paying a great 

price for the Lord, but that really doesn’t work for several reasons: 

 

1.  The Lord’s not for sale … so there’s never been a need to purchase Him. 

 

2.  If He was, you and I surely couldn’t afford Him.   

 

Q. What do we have to offer that would be adequate?  

 

3.  Jesus has never been hidden nor dug up.  
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4.  If we interpret it using Jesus’ definition of the “field” (meaning the world), 

then you and I would need to set about trying to find the Lord somewhere here on 

earth, but the Bible says that He’s at the “right hand of the Father” (Acts 7:55-

56). 

 

All of which adds up to too many inconsistencies for me.   

 

Q. But who do we know … that did pay a great price? -- Jesus.  And where did He 

find the “treasure” He paid such a great price for? – Right here on earth.   

 

Q.  And what is the treasure? – Well … there are two right answers to that question, but 

let’s start with the nation of Israel.  

 

The entire 43rd chapter of Isaiah speaks of the future restoration of Israel.   

 

Isaiah 43:19 "Behold, I will do something new, Now it will spring forth; Will 

you not be aware of it? I will even make a roadway in the wilderness, Rivers 

in the desert. 20 "The beasts of the field will glorify Me, The jackals and the 

ostriches, Because I have given waters in the wilderness And rivers in the 

desert, To give drink to My chosen people. 21 "The people whom I formed 

for Myself Will declare My praise 

 

The Israelites were, are and will always be … God’s “chosen people”.   

 

Romans 11:1 I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it 

never be! For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of 

Benjamin.  2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew … 

 

Again … no one hides a treasure to never dig it up again, but rather for safekeeping, so 

God’s not finished with Israel. 

 

God paid the ultimate price for the people He loves … the Hebrews.  We know of their 

rejection of Christ and how, because of that, they (as a nation) are kind of “on the back 

burner”, but they are NOT rejected nor forgotten.   

 

He will dig up that treasure again because He has big plans for them, as outlined in 

Revelation 14.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

But then we come to the parable of “The Pearl” in verses 45 & 46 … a parable written to 

and about … us! 

 

Now, there are a couple of background items that will help us get all that’s intended here:  

 

1. First look at the term “merchant”.  It’s the Greek compound word enporeuomai 

(in-por-yoo'-om-ahee) which means to travel from an established position. 
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Philippians 2:5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in 

Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not 

regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied 

Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the 

likeness of men. 

 

By His choice of words, the Lord’s reminding us that He willingly left His 

Heavenly abode to come to this world and search for a pearl of great value. 

 

2. The second background item is that the Jew’s of the Lord’s Day, and actually all 

the back to the time of Job, did not assign any great value to pearls.  There are a 

number of biblical references to pearls and when you find them in books written 

to the gentiles (like 1st Timothy which was written to gentile believers in 

Ephesus), pearls are described as valuable, but in the Hebrew books they are not.  

 

Most scholars believe this had something to do with the fact that the mollusks that 

produce pearls were unclean for the Jews, but that had no meaning to gentiles. 

The interesting part though is that each time they’re mentioned by Jesus, He 

assigns them significant value such as here.   

 

3. Third … recall what a pearl really is.  A pearl is formed when some irritating little 

piece of dirt gets into the shell of an oyster.  The oyster then begins to coat this 

speck with its own secretions and as layer after layer is added … that speck 

becomes a beautiful pearl. 

 

Galatians 3:27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have 

clothed yourselves with Christ. 

 

We have not, nor could we ever, make ourselves into pearls.  Without the 

transforming work of Jesus … we will remain specks of dirt.  But Jesus is the 

Miracle-Working Transformation Master.   

 

All relationships have two sides and our relationship with the Lord is no exception.  Part 

of the relationship is us and part is Jesus.  

 

Q. What’s our part of the relationship? -- We provide that irritating little speck of dirt.  

 

And Jesus provides everything else.   

 

This parable teaches that if you have a relationship with Christ … it’s because Jesus paid 

for you.  You’ve been purchased.  Jesus, left His heavenly throne behind … set out to 

find you … and when He found you, He paid everything He had to purchase you.   

 

1st Corinthians 6:20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify 

God in your body. 
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Having been bought and paid for, as Christians, we are no longer our own.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 47-50: Fishing was obviously a major industry in Christ’s day.  Four of the Lord’s 

disciples, remember … were fisherman. 

 

So, this picture of the net being cast out and then drawn back in with all kinds of aquatic 

life in it was a familiar one. 

 

But let’s read together … verses 47 and 48 from the Old King James version … 

 

Matthew 13:47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast 

into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 48 Which, when it was full, they 

drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the 

bad away. KJV 

 

Q. Did you notice what word is missing? -- “Fish”.  It’s another of those words that was 

“inserted for readability” in most translations.   

 

That’s important because all the way back in the law that was given to the Hebrews, the 

Lord instructed His people on what was clean and what was unclean.   

 

Leviticus 11:9 "These you may eat, whatever is in the water: all that have 

fins and scales, those in the water, in the seas or in the rivers, you may eat. 10 

"But whatever is in the seas and in the rivers that does not have fins and 

scales among all the teeming life of the water, and among all the living 

creatures that are in the water, they are detestable things to you 

 

So as the Jewish fisherman hauled in their nets, it was customary to go through this 

sorting out process.  All the eels and turtles … everything in the catfish family and such 

had to be sorted out.   

 

So, this is similar to what we looked at in the parable of the Wheat and the Tares.  At the 

end of this church age … all will face judgment.   

 

Hebrews 9:27 … it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes 

judgment 

 

We’re not going to cover the judgments this morning, but you can check it out for 

yourself from these references: 

 

1. If you’re a born-again Christian your judgment is described in 1st 

Corinthians 3:10-16. 

 

2. If you’re not born again, your judgment is described in Matthew 25:31-46. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Verses 51-52: The word “scribe” is a title that describes a lawyer specializing in the 

Hebrew Law of God.  It literally means a “teacher who writes”. 

 

So, these were smart, well-educated men who knew the Word of God.  They made their 

living interpreting and defending the scripture as a profession.   

 

But discipleship is not a profession.  Christianity is so much more than just knowing the 

Bible.   

 

On the other hand … knowing the Bible is vital because no one can give of a treasure 

they don’t have.   

 

So, Jesus is saying that if you want to be someone who sets a great example for others … 

 

o Someone who’s respected, not because of their title or authority, but 

because of their character and reputation. 

 

o He’s saying that if you wanna be the person who’s able to provide 

treasures of wisdom to those in need.   

 

o “If you wanna be that person” … you will have to invest yourself in the 

scriptures like a scribe, but you must also submit yourself to the Lord like 

a disciple.   

 

But if you’ll do both … you’ll be that person.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 53-56: The Lord goes back to Nazareth and like the head of the household … He 

begins bringing out treasures … both new and old.  Leaving those who heard Him 

amazed.   

 

The son of Mary and Joseph, who was a carpenter.  He had four brothers and, at least, 

two sisters.   

 

Q. But how could such a commoner know so much?  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 57-58: “They took offense at Him!”  He brings them treasure and they take 

offense at Him! 

 

I just can’t help but think of the day in which we live.  It seems like being sensitive and 

easily offended is almost a badge of honor.   

 

Q.  But still … what would this audience have to be offended at? – At the core … they 

were offended at the black and white DO’s and DON’Ts of the Word … but they aimed 

their offense at the messenger of those DO’s and DON’Ts.   
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Q. After all … who did He think He was … God or something? – They were 

offended! 

 

And as a result of their unbelief … the Lord didn’t perform many miracles there.  In 

general … the limitless power of God becomes miraculous when it comes into contact 

with human faith.   

 

Well Jesus showed up in Nazareth with all the power of God, but the people didn’t meet 

Him with faith … rather they met Him with unbelief because they were offended. 

 

Again … I think of our culture of sensitivity and pettiness and I wonder how much we 

miss out on as a result.   

 

And speaking of offense …   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter 14, Verses 1-2:  So, this Herod hears about the popularity of Jesus.  He hears 

about the amazing wisdom He’s sharing and about the miracles He’s performed.  And it 

starts reminding him of John the Baptist.    

 

Which makes him pretty nervous … let’s read on to find out why … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 3-12:  This man … by name of Herod Antipas, took his older brother Phillip’s 

wife as his own.  A lovely lady by the name of Herodias who was, not only the wife of 

these two men, but also their niece.  She and Phillip had one daughter together.  

 

So, Herodias leaves Phillip and marries his brother Antipas. And when she moved into 

the palace with him, she took her daughter with her.  Remember this girl, was Antipas’ 

niece by two different blood relationships and is now also his step-daughter.  

 

So, as a result of all this … John the Baptist did what he was called to do … he scolded 

Herod and Herodias for their improper marriage and their general lack of decency … and 

apparently Herodias, didn’t receive that very well.  She was offended! 

 

Then at some point, the young lady was summoned to entertain the ruling court with 

erotic dancing … and did it so well that her step-father promised her whatever she 

wanted as a reward.   

 

And, after consulting with her dear mother, Herodias, she came back to Antipas and said 

“I want the head of John the Baptist on a platter as my reward.”  Antipas gave the order 

to have John put to death and is now afraid he’s come back to life, in the person of Jesus, 

to torment him.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 13-14:  Remember that Jesus and John were cousins. They grew up in the same 

area and were, presumably, childhood playmates.  John was “the voice crying in the 

wilderness” about Christ’s arrival. 
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So, we might expect more mourning from the Lord, but in reality, He never really misses 

a beat.   

 

Q. So, was He being hard-hearted or emotionally cold? – Not at all!  He’s being a 

realist.  He’s setting the example.  He’s recognizing where John is and where He will 

someday return to.   

 

Jesus knew the promises of God like … 

 

Psalm 116:15 Precious in the sight of the LORD Is the death of His 

godly ones 

 

And He knew the counsel of scripture … 

 

1st Thessalonians 4:13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, 

brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do 

the rest who have no hope.  

 

When we lose a loved one … our response depends entirely on whether or not that person 

had a relationship with Jesus.   

 

If they didn’t … then mourn!  Mourn their eternal state and, if appropriate, mourn 

your own failure to introduce them the Jesus.   

 

But if that person was a child of God … the only thing we have to mourn is our 

own loneliness.  So, follow the Lord’s example … mourn appropriately and then 

get back in the saddle! 

 

Jesus didn’t allow Himself to be self-absorbed, so that He would be ready to minister 

when the Father brought Him the next opportunity. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 15-21: There’s so much to be mined from this passage … and we may revisit it 

next week, but for now, we’re going to take a pretty narrow look at it.   

 

Jesus was obviously giving generously to those who’d followed Him, but at the same 

time He was training those closest to Him … because remember, they’d all lost a dear 

friend too …  

 

And not only that … John the Baptist had been beheaded for following Christ and for 

following the counsel of scripture … so the disciples must have been aware that the target 

on their chest was growing day by day.   

 

And this is always true.  The closer you are to the Lord, the more likely it is that you will 

be tapped for service … not tapped for leisure. The closer you are to the Lord, the more 

likely it is that you’ll be asked to give … to sacrifice … not more likely that you’ll be 

asked for your autograph.   



 8 

 

And this is true despite the emotions of loss and despite the fear of tomorrow. 

 

That’s what we see here … those closest to the Lord served (despite everything) … while 

the outer circle received. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: We have been purchased.  A very steep price was paid for you.   

 

And if you’re a born-again believer, you agreed to that price.  You agreed that you are no 

longer your own.   

 

So, let’s follow that Lord’s example and curb our sensitivities.  Let’s combat the pettiness 

and let’s deny ourselves the unwarranted privilege of being self-absorbed.  Let’s make 

sure we control our emotions and that we do not allow them to control us.  

 

Because we have a responsibility to be ready for the five or the five thousand that the 

Lord may send our way at any moment.  

 

 


