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Teaching:  We only covered a few verses last week … making it through verse 28 of 

Matthew 15 so let’s pick it up there … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter 15, verses 29-31: Again, it looks like Jesus was really looking for a few minutes 

of peace and quiet.  It makes no sense that He would climb the mountain and sit down all 

by Himself for the purpose of being surrounded by needy people.   

 

And yet … there He is … surrounded by needy people … again!  And there He is … 

ministering to them with grace and mercy and compassion … again.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 32-38: There are three questions that arise from this passage, and lead to, what I 

consider to be, some pretty enlightening answers: 

 

1. Q. Why did He let them go hungry for three days? – It was obviously no 

sweat for the Lord to feed them … so why did He wait three days to do it? – 

It highlights how ministry today is so different from ministry then.   

 

Ministries today so often uses food as a draw for the crowds.  Get them to the 

park with free hotdogs and then present the gospel or whatever.  But throughout 

the New Testament, the crowds were left to show up on their own … with no 

promise of freebies … and they were ministered to.   

 

Now, after ministry had taken place, the needs of the people were sometimes met 

miraculously, as we see here in Matthew 15, but even then, it sometimes led to 

problems.   

 

Q. Remember how Jesus fed a crowd in John chapter 6 and then in John 

6:26, when they follow Him to the other side of the Sea of Galilee … He says 

to them … “You’re not following Me because I’m the Messiah, but because 

you want more free food”? 

 

2. Why did Jesus ask the disciples how many loaves of bread they had? – See it 

there in verse 34?  
 

Q. If the disciples had said, “We only have one Lord” … is there any reason 

to believe that it would have presented a problem? -- One or one hundred … 
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what Jesus is really saying is “Bring Me what you have and I’ll do the job with 

it”. 

 

Which is the same thing He says to us … “Bring Me what you have and I’ll get 

the job done with it.”   

 

3. Why did He use the disciples to distribute the bread at all?  In other words, 

Jesus could have just levitated the food out to the crowd and it would have 

been much more efficient, but rather … He used His imperfect disciples to 

distribute it by hand … why? – 

 

Q. It brings us back to that age-old question … “Do people get ministry done 

or does ministry get people done?” – The answer, of course is … YES!  Both 

are absolutely true as we see here.   

 

The disciples got the bread passed out, but by being used to pass out the bread … 

the disciples were spiritually matured in the process.  

 

Q. Because … what was it that they were handing out? – The Bread … 

 

John 6:35 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life …” 

 

Exactly what they were being trained to pass out for the rest of their natural lives.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter 15, verse 39 – chapter 16, verse 4: The Pharisees and Sadducees were good at 

discerning what they could see, but poor at spiritual discernment.  So, Jesus gives them 

the same, word for word response that He gave them back in chapter 12 … 

 

39 "An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a sign will not 

be given it, except the sign of Jonah." … 

 

These were the religious leaders … they were supposed to know the scriptures.  So, when 

they say “We wanna see a sign”, Jesus says “The signs are all around you.  And you 

should be recognizing them the same way you recognize when a storm is coming”.    

 

See … back in Daniel chapter 9 God said that 483 years after the decree to begin 

rebuilding Jerusalem went forth, the Messiah would come.  Simple enough … and Jesus 

was right on time, but these religious guys missed it. 

 

The Bible says that the day and the hour are not for us to know (Matthew 24:36), but 

Jesus says we need to know the seasons.  That means keeping an eye to the scriptures and 

at the same time, being aware of what’s happening in the world around us.   

 

When He told the Pharisees to watch for the sign of Jonah … He was, of course, referring 

to His death, burial and resurrection.  Because just as Jonah was in the belly of the whale 
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for 3 days and 3 nights (Jonah 1 & 2), so too, Jesus would be in the grave … for 3 days 

and 3 nights (Matthew 12:40).  

 

But the Lord tells us to watch for something different … let me read it to you … 

 

Matthew 24:37 "For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days 

of Noah. 38 "For as in those days before the flood they were eating and 

drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered 

the ark, 39 and they did not understand until the flood came and took them 

all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 "Then there will be two 

men in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41 "Two women will 

be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one will be left. Be Ready for 

His Coming 42 "Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day 

your Lord is coming. 

 

It’s the Rapture of believers that we’re to be ready and waiting for (1
st
 Thessalonians 

4:17).   

 

Verse 4 closes with the words “He left them and went away” which might sound 

somewhat ungracious … but remember what we read in verse 1 … that these men only 

… “came to test Jesus.” 

 

So really … all He’s doing is following His own counsel from Matthew 7 … 

 

Matthew 7:6 "Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls 

before swine, or they will trample them under their feet, and turn and tear 

you to pieces. 

 

There was no fertile ground in the hearts of these religious leaders.  So Jesus gave them a 

brief, but sincere response and then walked away.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 5-12:  Leaven (or yeast), when used symbolically, always speaks of sin.  So the 

Lord warns His followers to … “Beware of the sins of the religious leaders.” 

 

A broad and profound warning, but … 

 

Q. What was the specific sin of these Pharisees and Sadducees? – They were guilty of 

being fakes.  They looked religious and they said religious things … but Jesus calls it all 

“leaven”!  They gave it lip service, but their hearts were far from the Lord. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 13-17:  Peter didn’t realize it, but he’d just experienced a spiritual revelation. The 

identity of Jesus wasn’t something Peter figured out on his own … it was divinely 

revealed to Him.   
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And I really think it’s worth noting just how anticlimactic it was.  No angelic choir.  No 

Jesus bumps.  It seemed so natural that Peter didn’t even notice it until Jesus pointed it 

out.  Which is exactly why it’s worth taking note of.   

 

Too often God’s revelations go unnoticed because they do seem so natural.  So, it’s 

important that we learn to recognize them.  It prevents us from erroneously listening to 

our flesh and it ensures God gets the glory.  

 

God speaks to us. He guides and directs.  He corrects and comforts.  And He reveals 

things to us.  And He does these things very naturally as the Apostle Paul explains … 

 

Romans 8:16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit … 

 

Hearing God is active, not passive.  He expects us to be alert and attentive and tuned in 

which is why He whispers in a still, small voice (1
st
 Kings 19:11-13).   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Q.  So who is Jesus? – Is He John The Baptist?  Or Elijah?  Or Jeremiah?  Or one 

of the other prophets? Or is He The Christ … The Son of the Living God?  

 

Who Jesus is to you is a very important question!   

To the Mormons … Jesus is “a god”.   

To the Jehovah’s Witnesses … Jesus is an angel.   

To the Muslims … Jesus is a prophet.   

 

But all those answers that miss the mark and therefore fall short of eternal life in the 

name of Jesus the Christ … The Son of the Living God.   

 

Q. So who is Jesus? – If you ask God … He’ll respond, as He did with Peter … and He 

will reveal to you, as He did to Peter, that Jesus is God Almighty … the Savior of all who 

will turn to Him.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 18:  In the first chapter of John, we have the record of Peter’s first meeting with 

Jesus.  And at that meeting the Lord said to him … 

 

John 1:42 …. "You are Simon the son of John; you shall be called Cephas" 

(which is translated Peter).  

 

Cephas is Aramaic and Petros or Peter is the Greek translation.  The word Petros means 

“small rock” or a pebble.  But his original name, “Simon” means shifting sand.   

 

So, in changing his name Jesus was saying, “You’ve been shifting sand, but I’m going to 

make you a rock.  A small rock, but a rock none-the-less”.   

 

So, when we look at verse 18 where Jesus declares what the foundation of the Christian 

church will be … we have two possible interpretations: 
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One … that Jesus is going to build His church on Peter the Pebble or … 

 

Two … that He’s going to build His church on the revelation that Jesus is “the 

Christ, the Son of the living God” as Peter stated in verse 16.   

 

Well the first clue is that in verse 18, Jesus says “you are petros and upon this petra I will 

build my church”.  Two different words.  Peter or petros meaning “pebble” and petra 

meaning “massive rock”.   

 

Beyond that … Paul said … 

 

1st Corinthians 3:11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one 

which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

 

That’s not a “pebble”, that’s the massive rock of Christ Jesus … the foundational stone 

upon which the church stands to this day.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 19-20: The key to the lock on Heaven’s door is actually a combination.  It’s a 10-

word combination that was given to the apostles and was to be freely distributed by them.  

And here’s the 10-word combination … "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God".   

 

That’s the key to the “kingdom of Heaven” that Jesus gave to Peter and the other 

apostles.  That’s the key that they gave to us and that’s the key that we’re to pass on to 

others.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Then we have the statement that … “whatever you bind on earth shall have been 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in 

heaven."  

 

Now the terms “bind” and “loose” are rabbinical terms that mean to forbid and to permit 

and the experts tell us that the verse where they’re used has a “Paraphoristic future 

perfect passive construction”.   

 

Now … I have no idea what that really means, but based upon that …  the late Dr. Spiro 

Zodhiates, who was arguably the world’s most preeminent expert on Biblical linguistics 

explains that verse with this … 

  

“Those things which” means that we, as believers on earth, can only confirm what has 

already been decided in Heaven.  Heaven does not have to confirm our pronouncements.” 

 

Which, if you listen closely … is exactly what it says … “whatever you bind on earth 

shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been 

loosed in heaven." 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Verses 21-23:  The difference between being spiritually minded, as we saw in verse 17, 

and fleshly minded as we see here, is the difference between hearing Jesus say “Blessed 

are you” and having Him call you “Satan and an offense”. 

 

Jesus reveals to His disciples that He must suffer and die and Peter says “Never Lord”. 

 

Q. But now think with me … what about that sounds like Satan?  I mean … Peter 

said it because he loved Jesus.  This was a form of Peter pledging himself to the Lord … 

“Don’t worry Lord … I won’t let anything happen to You.  I’ll be there to protect You”.   

 

But Jesus had just explained that this MUST happen.  The problem was … while Jesus 

was speaking … Peter was thinking.  What he should have been doing was listening.   

 

And that’s essentially what Jesus says … “You’re doing your own thinking again Peter.” 

 

Human philosophy says “Spare yourself.  Get away from that cross.  Take care of number 

one”.  But Jesus said … “Get behind Me!” 

 

The world always wants us to believe that we’re the most important thing going, but God 

says anytime we put ourself in the center … we’re wrong.  After all … “I” has always 

been at the center of “SIN”. 

 

Paul said … 

 

Galatians 2:20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who 

live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 

faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.  

 

When we crucify our flesh … God’s interests become our interests.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 16:24-26:  

 

Q. Sure makes it sound like we can’t have it both ways doesn’t it? – For anyone who 

wants to be a follower of Christ … it’s not enough to just deny yourself.  It’s not enough 

to just take up your cross.  It’s not enough to just follow Jesus.  We have to do all three.   

 

1. We think of “denying ourselves” as denying something that our flesh would enjoy 

but that would be displeasing to God.  But this verse doesn’t say anything about 

denying our lusts or greed or our desires for other fleshly pleasures … it says 

“deny YOURSELF”.  That is … all things of the flesh.   

 

2. Then we have to take up our cross.  Throw the switch on the electric chair that 

you’re chained to.  Push the plunger on the lethal injection in your arm.  Put the 

noose around your own necks and jump.   
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Choose your own method, but the bottom line is that you must die.  Die to the old 

ways … the old nature.  Die to self.  

 

3. Then we must follow the Lord.   

 

Q. What about when we don’t know where He’s going? -- follow!   

 

Q. What about when the way gets steep? -- follow!   

 

Q. What about when the drop offs scare us? -- follow!   

 

Follow Him to the journey’s end.  And that checkered flag will be over Heavenly 

streets of gold.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 27:  Speaking of His second coming, He declares that our rewards (but not our 

salvation), will be in accord with our works here on earth.   

 

If your focus this morning is physical … if your priorities are temporal … your rewards 

will be few.   

 

But those who live their lives in, and by, the Spirit … will, not only store up abundant 

rewards in Heaven, but will also be rewarded here on earth … not necessarily with 

money or possessions, but with peace and joy that can’t be found or experienced any 

other way.   

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: The spiritual things or the physical things.  The Spirit is calling, but the 

world provides so much noise that we can sometimes have a hard time even hearing the 

Spirit. 

 

And I’ve never known the Spirit to turn up the volume on His voice … even when we ask 

Him to.  Rather He advises us to tune out the world so His voice comes through clearly.   

 

* The world tells us we need a better self-esteem to be good.  Jesus says deny 

yourself … don’t esteem yourself.    

 

* The world tells us to take up our ambitions and succeed.  Jesus tells us to take 

up our cross and die! 

 

* The world tells us to follow our dreams and desires … Jesus says forget all that 

and follow Me! 

 

* The world tells us that victory comes when we’re victorious … Jesus tells us 

that victory comes when we surrender.  

 

The more we demand our own way … the more we lose THE way.  Jesus says that to be 

Christ-like we must be child-like.  Not childish … but child-like. Dependent on Jesus! 


