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Last week we looked at God’s longsuffering character … like when He didn’t hesitate to 

cover up Peter’s sin of the mouth, even though Peter had committed that same sin 

numerous times.   

 

And we saw His promise to go and search of that one soul that’s gone astray.  We also 

looked at Lamentations chapter 3 and found there that God’s mercies are “new every 

morning”.   

 

Then we celebrated just how unconditional God’s love really is and how He loves us just 

as much when we’re walking hand-in-hand with Him as when we’re hiding our face in 

shame.  

 

But despite all those encouraging and reassuring truths, we can’t dismiss that fact that the 

book of Hebrews still says … 

 

Hebrews 10:26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge 

of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a terrifying 

expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE … 

 

Christians are to be known by their fruit … and ongoing sin isn’t a fruit that’s in keeping 

with Christianity.  And although that may sound self-evident … when we consider how 

many times the Apostle Paul said, “What then shall we go on sinning?  May it never 

be.” … then it becomes clear that He knew we didn’t really get it.  

 

Several times, Paul inserted that phrase right on the heels of discussing the grace and 

mercies that we have in Christ.  He knew that fallen man could well be tempted by the 

inexhaustibility of God’s love.   

 

We can begin to think that because God is so willing to forgive and welcome us back into 

His arms when we’ve gone astray that sin is no big deal.  But sin is always a big deal to 

God.   

 

And all that is preface to the message of Matthew 18.  God is very willing to forgive sin, 

but He never ignores sin and as we’re about to see … He asks the same thing of us.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 15-17:   
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 So, if a brother or sister sins … the first thing we’re to do is talk to a friend about 

it … NO.   

 

 The first thing we’re to do is call the pastor or the pastor’s wife … WRONG.   

 

 The first thing we’re to do is ask that person’s best friend to talk to them for us … 

WRONG AGAIN! 

 

This is so important!  The number one cause of contentions within any church body is our 

failure to obey this simple instruction.   

 

 If your brother or sister sins … go and talk to them about it in private!  To 

talk to anyone else about it is just gossip. 

 

 If, on the other hand, you just turn your cheek and ignore the errors of 

your spiritual sibling’s ways … then you become guilty of the sin of 

selfishness because it shows that ultimately, you’re more concerned about 

yourself and the response you might have to face, than you are about your 

sibling’s spiritual well-being.   

 

 And then there’s the overly zealous individuals that will use this passage 

as justification to give someone a good tongue lashing.  

 

 And we can be resistant to this for so many reasons … “No way … they 

wronged me!  They can come apologize to me if they want, but I’m not 

gonna go to them.”  But again … just to be clear … this is a 

commandment from Jesus … not some request from your pastor.   

 

Q. So what’s the secret to getting this right? -- Four letters … L-O-V-E!   

 

Q. And that begins with understanding exactly what verse 15 says the purpose is?  -- 

“To win your brother” … NOT to win your way or win the argument or prove that you’re 

right! 

 

So, step one … If your brother or sister sins, go and lovingly show them their fault in 

private with the singular goal of correcting their way so as to bring about perfect 

reconciliation!” 

 

Q. But what if they refuse? – Apparently Jesus knew that would happen … so He gave 

us step two.  

 

He says, “If that brother or sister won’t listen to you, then take one or two more with 

you.” 
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The instruction is simple enough, but not surprisingly, our fallen nature corrupts it. Our 

flesh loves to win.  So, our tendency is to seek out one or two more who will agree with 

us.   

 

But that’s obviously not what the heart of the instruction is telling us.  We’re to seek out 

people that will give honest and godly counsel.  We’re to seek out the mature Christians 

with solid reputations.   

 

The other thing that we have to be very careful about here is that we don’t bias those 

witnesses.  That means that you don’t tell them “what they need to know” until they’re in 

the presence of all involved parties.   

 

You simply say “We need you for a Matthew 18 issue” and then when everyone who 

needs to be … is in the room … then the story can be told.   

 

So, step one … If your brother or sister sins, go and lovingly show them their fault in 

private with the singular goal of correcting their way so as to bring about reconciliation! 

 

But if that fails … step two … is to call in one or two, unbiased, mature Christians and 

present the facts with all parties present.  Those individuals are then responsible to help 

guide everyone toward God’s heart.  To help bring about the repentance of those in the 

wrong and reconciliation for the family of God.   

 

And if that’s successful … “you have won your brother”. 

 

But Jesus knew it wouldn’t always work out that cleanly so He gave us … step three … 

“tell it to the church”.   

 

Now … that doesn’t mean that we should march the individual up here on a Sunday 

morning and read off a list of their offenses in front of everyone.   

 

Remember that the word “church” means the called out ones, but when you’re talking 

about everyone who might gather here on a Sunday morning … you’re talking about 

regulars and visitors … believers and skeptics.  So, by definition, that’ not “the church”.   

 

If a brother or sister has refused to respond to the first two steps of church discipline … 

then step three is to bring the matter to the God-appointed leaders of the local church 

that they call home and the issue should then be dealt with there … again with all parties 

present.  And if that brother or sister sees the light and repents … praise God and restore 

the fellowship.   

 

And in the 18-year life of this fellowship … we’ve had to do this twice.  In one of those 

situation, the outcome was beautiful and fellowship was restored, but in the other one, the 

individual was defensive and belligerent and simply refused to repent.  And as a result … 

we were forced to do as Jesus prescribes here … to “let that individual be as a gentile and 

tax collector to us”.  
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Q. So, what exactly is meant by that? – The titles are being used symbolically to 

describe a non-believer.  Consider them as a non-believer because, no matter what’s 

flowing over their lips, they’re living a lifestyle that denies faith in God.   

 

Q. How then, did Jesus deal with such people? -- He loved them, prayed for them and 

ministered to them, but He didn’t add them to the list of people He called disciples.   

 

2nd Corinthians 6:14 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what 

partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light 

with darkness? 

 

Love em’, pray for em’ and minister to em’, but don’t link yourself into any form of 

partnership with them unless and until they repent.  

 

Listen carefully to Paul’s words in 1
st
 Corinthians as he talks about a young man who’d 

already been taken through the steps of church discipline regarding an inappropriate and 

ongoing relationship with his stepmother.   

 

5:5 I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his 

flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 6 Your 

boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole 

lump of dough? 

 

See, the Corinthian church was patting themselves on the back for their tolerance of evil.  

They were boasting about being the church that would accept everyone without 

restriction.   

 

But the apostle wasn’t impressed with their policy of tolerance and acceptance.  

Noteworthy because it seems that two out of three churches today sell the same thing.  

But it’s still not good … because … “a little leaven leavens the whole lump”.   

 

So, three simple, but oh so important steps for us to remember when a brother or sister 

has sinned or is persisting in a lifestyle of sin: 

 

1. Take them aside privately … just the two of you should be involved in the 

conversation.  Lovingly explain to them what you see as the error of their way and 

seek restoration.   

2. If that fails … step two … is to call in one or two, unbiased, mature Christians 

and present the facts with all parties present.  Then let those witnesses provide 

input to try to bring about repentance and restoration.   

3. And lastly … if the problem persists despite those steps … call in the church 

leadership and let it be dealt with by them.     

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Verse 18: So we come again to this much-debated little phrase ... “Whatever you bind 

on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall 

have been loosed in heaven."  

 

It’s the same phrase that we looked at back in Matthew 16:19 … so repeating what I told 

you then …   

 

The terms “bind” and “loose” are both rabbinical terms that literally mean to forbid and 

to permit.  And Dr. Zodhiates tells us that they’re written in paraphoristic future perfect 

passive construction … meaning that the most literal translation of it would read … 

 

“as believers on earth [we] can only confirm what has already been decided in 

Heaven, but Heaven does not have to confirm our pronouncements.” 

 

Jesus never said that God would obey man’s will, but rather that man is to obey God’s 

will.  And in this context … His will is that we participate in loosening the binders of sin 

from our brothers and sisters.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 19-20:   

 

Q. So what do you think … does this verse confirm the doctrine of “name it and 

claim it”? -- Well one of the most common errors leading to bad doctrine is ignoring 

context … so let’s not do that.   

 

Don’t lose track of who the Lord’s speaking to here.  This is the group of godly, mature 

believers that were called as witnesses to represent the church.  The extension of that, is 

the assumption that these godly people want what God wants.   

 

1st John 3:22 ... whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His 

commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight. 

 

Q. Godly people keep the Lord’s commandments … and what did Jesus say was the 

greatest of the commandments?   

 

Luke 10:27 …. "YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL 

YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR 

STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND … 

 

Not love ourselves but love the Lord and seek His desire.  Truly mature believers are 

God-minded believers.  They want what God wants.   

 

So, the idea of gathering 3 people together who will all agree in prayer for that $70,000 

Mercedes is totally contrary to the context of the passage.  
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But verse 20, in particular, does speak of the power of group prayer and it’s very much 

connected to lesson on church discipline … in part … to warn the unrepentant of the 

consequences of exclusion from fellowship.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 21-22:  The Pharisees and rabbinical teachers taught that forgiving someone for 

the same offense was limited to three times.  On the fourth time, you no longer had to 

forgive them.   

 

So, when Peter came to the Lord and said, “seven times”, I’m sure he thought he’d get a 

pat on the back for being such a righteous guy.  

 

But the Lord says “No, not seven times Peter … 490 times.”  490 times a day! 

 

Q. Seriously … are you gonna keep track of 490 offenses? – Nope … and that’s the 

point.     

 

1st Corinthians 13:5 … [love] keep[s] no record of wrongs …” 

 

But if you want to … on the 491
st
 time … you don’t have to forgive them … until the sun 

rises the next morning and then the count starts over again.   

 

Then the Lord goes on to illustrate this with a parable … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 23-35:  The 10,000 talents in verse 24 is meant to illustrate the point because, 

even by conservative estimates this amounts to more than $16,000,000 in today’s 

currency.  The 100 denarii of verse 28 would value in the ballpark of $17.   

 

The comparison, of course, is the unplayable debt that God has forgiven us, and how 

trivial it is, by comparison, when we’re asked to forgive our brothers and sisters for their 

trespasses against us.  

 

Luke really summarizes it in one statement … 

 

Luke 17:3 "… If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive 

him. 4 "And if he sins against you seven times a day, and returns to you 

seven times, saying, "I repent,' forgive him." 

 

One of the statements that just drives me crazy, and it’s way too common …is when 

people say … “I just can’t forgive him”. NO!  The truth is … you can … you just won’t.   

 

We’re to forgive as we have been forgiven! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The other lesson we’re reminded of in this illustration is that sin is a cancer that will 

affect, and can eventually infect, those close by.  For the indebted man in verse 25 his 

family was on the precipice of disaster because of his sin.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Now notice the slave’s response to his master’s claim.  He doesn’t argue about the debt 

or even the amount.  He simply falls on his face and begs for mercy.   

 

Now let me point out what this master didn’t do:   

 

1.  He didn’t give the slave an extension on his debt repayment. 

2.  He didn’t let him skip a payment or two. 

3.  He didn’t give him a break on the interest. 

4.  He didn’t knock off a couple hundred thousand. 

5.  He didn’t help the slave find a second job. 

 

He didn’t do any of these things.  Because honestly … even if he’d done all of those 

things, the slave would have left … still owing an amount that he would never be able to 

repay. 

 

And it’s the same for us.  So praise The Master that He canceled our debt.  Stamped it 

“Paid In Full!” 

 

As we consider how this parable parallels the preceding instruction on forgiving our 

brothers and sisters … notice the difference in the relationships and the price tags.   

 

In the first relationship it was master to slave and in the second it’s slave to slave. The 

first amount is 16 million and the second … $17.  Illustration accomplished!   

 

Colossians 3:12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, 

put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13 

bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint 

against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 

 

Again … 

 

Colossians 3:13 … whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord 

forgave you, so also should you. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: In some ways … these two passages can seem contradictory.  In verses 15-

20 the Lord tells us to go to our spiritual siblings who’ve wronged us and tell them.  Then 

in verses 21-34 He tells us to forgive them an essentially infinite number of times.   

 

But they’re not contradictory because of that one little four-letter word that links the two 

passages together … LOVE”!   

 

If you’re compelled by love to talk to them about their wrongs … that same impetus will, 

very naturally, drive you to forgive and forgive and forgive.   

 


