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Last week we looked at the timeline of what we know as “Passion Week”. 

 

And then we looked specifically at Sunday of that week which included; the Lord’s, so 

called, “Triumphal Entry” as well as His second cleansing of the temple as He drove out 

those who were hindering the worship of the people. 

 

Now, as we pick up the account … it’s Monday morning and the Lord is on His way back 

to the Temple after spending Sunday night in Bethany as Mark chapter 11 tells us.  

 

Our text this morning is basically … an, “acted out parable” … the central theme of 

which is the Israel nation … symbolized by the Fig Tree.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 18-19:  "No longer shall there ever be any fruit from you".  As an isolated 

statement it sounds like God’s finished with the Jews, but we know that’s not true. 

 

Chapters 9-11 of Romans talk extensively about that and specifically tells us … 

speaking of the Jews in … 

 

Romans 11:2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew… 

 

Q. So, if God’s not finished with them … what’s the plan? – Well John wrote in … 

 

Revelations 7:4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one 

hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel 

 

So, during The Tribulation period, God will put into His service 144,000 Jews 

proclaiming Jesus as the Messiah.   

 

Q. So, how then, can it be true that "No longer shall there ever be any [spiritual] 

fruit from [Israel]"? 

 

Q. Or maybe more to the point … why would the service they render to God during 

the tribulation not be credited to them as “fruit”?  Shouldn’t service to God be 

considered “good works”? … 

 

1st Corinthians 3:10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, 

like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. 
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But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 11 For no man can lay a 

foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if 

any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 

hay, straw, 13 each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it 

because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of 

each man's work. 14 If any man's work which he has built on it remains, he 

will receive a reward. 15 If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; 

but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 

 

Based on this … we would have to assume that the Tribulation work of the 144,000 Jews 

will burn up in this fire of testing and will not be credited as spiritual fruit.  

 

Q. But why?  What is it that makes those works ineligible for reward? 

 

Essentially, it’s the difference between voluntary and forced service.  The 144,000 Jews 

are pressed into God’s service.  They serve because God makes them, but He asks us to 

voluntarily surrender ourselves to His purposes.  

 

It’s like the parent who says … “If you don’t tell me you love me, I’ll spank you until 

you do.”  Well that child will eventually say, “I love you” … 

 

Q. But what does it mean at that point? -- But the child that spontaneously expresses 

their love … that’s completely different.   

 

Q. So, the question that we have to answer is, are we serving the Lord because we 

love Him and earnestly desire to please Him or is it only out of some sense of 

obligation?  Do we serve God for His gain or for ours? 

 

Service rendered for any reason other than a desire to please Him … will burn.  It’s 

ineligible for reward.  

Verses 20-22: Back in Matthew 17:20, Jesus said to His disciples … “If you have faith 

the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,' and it 

will move; and nothing will be impossible to you.”.   

 

And over the years, many have been led to believe this to say that … “No matter what 

you pray for if … you pray with enough faith and if you don’t doubt … God will give it 

to you.” 

 

They’re saying that these verses obligate God to give you whatever you ask for as long as 

you really, really believe He will. 

 

But I take serious objection to that interpretation because … measuring scripture against 

scripture … it just doesn’t match up.  For example … 
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Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, 

"plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future. NIV 

 

Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those 

who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. NIV 

 

Let’s say you look out your living room window and see your neighbor’s two-year old 

playing in the middle of the busy street that runs in front of your house.  You’re 

understandably concerned so you run out and grab the child and take him home to his 

parents.  You explain what you saw and what you did … expecting them to be upset and 

appreciative, but to your surprise they say “Ya we know.”  And they explain that little 

Billy really wanted to go play in the street and since he wanted it that badly they felt as 

though they really had to grant his request … so they let him go play in the busy street. 

 

Q. Is that really a description of wise and loving parents who only want what’s best 

for their child? – Hardly! Two-year-olds have limited brain power … that’s why God 

gives them parents. 

 

And similarly … there’s no way that Matthew 21 can be interpreted as “God has to give 

you whatever you want” … unless we’re going to deny God’s love and care for us in the 

same breath.   The two are mutually exclusive.  If God really loves us (and He does), then 

He will not give us everything we pray for (and He doesn’t).   

 

And the account in John’s gospel puts it in context … 

 

John 14:12 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that 

I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to 

the Father.  13 "Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the 

Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 "If you ask Me anything in My name, 

I will do it.  15 "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 

 

“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments”.  In Ephesians, Paul wrote … 

 

Ephesians 5:8 …. now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light 9 

(for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and 

truth), 10 trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 

 

When the scripture talks about the great things that can be accomplish through sincere 

faith … those statements must be interpreted in context … not isolation.  And the context 

tells us that they are promises given to those who love the Lord and desire to please Him.  

 

God’s power is unlimited … more than sufficient to cast mountains into the sea and cause 

plant life to die from a distance.  More importantly … His power is more than sufficient 

to forgive our sins and save us eternally.   

 



 4 

But the unmistakable and inescapable truth is that His power is manifest through us 

according to His perfectly righteous will … not according to our flawed and often quite 

unholy will.   

 

It’s not always God’s will that certain miracles be performed, or a certain people be 

healed.  And even if it is His will … our timing doesn’t always match His.   

 

And just to reinforce that … think about Paul.  Paul was known, not only to heal the sick, 

but even raise the dead (Acts 20:9-10) … and yet … 

 

1. On one occasion he had to leave a traveling companion behind do to an illness 

that he prayed for in faith but was NOT healed (2nd Timothy 4:20).    

 

2. On another occasion he advised Timothy to use medication for his stomach 

because, although Paul prayed and sincerely believed … God said “No” to a 

divine healing (2nd Timothy 5:23).   

 

3. Q. And finally … how about when Paul begged God to remove the thorn of 

Satan from himself? -- Despite his very sincere prayer, God declined because it 

better served His purposes to leave that thorn in Paul’s flesh (2
nd

 Corinthians 

12:7-10). 

 

The bottom line is that for us to interpret passages like this, as God being some sort of a 

“Three-Wish Gene” is absolutely inconsistent with the whole counsel of God’s Word. 

 

 

Mark’s account makes another special note about the aftermath of this event … 

 

Mark 11:20 As they were passing by in the morning, they saw the fig tree 

withered from the roots up.  

 

It was … “withered from the roots up”.   

 

Noteworthy because that’s the way it is for most of us.  It’s the hidden parts that wither 

first; it’s our quiet time … our private prayer life and our family devotions that go first. 

 

The leaves are the last to go.  We continue to do the outward stuff.  We don’t scrape off 

the bumper sticker.  We don’t burn our Bibles … we just stop reading them. 

 

And that’s as much a flesh issue as it is Satan’s plan, but what follows … really does 

comes straight from Hell’s strategic planning department … the coverup!   

 

Satan loves it when we fake it.  When we cover fruitlessness with leaves.  

 

God’s plan is that we recognize it … confess it and change it.  Satan plan is to get some 

more Fig leaves.   
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God’s plan is always to get us into His Word.  Not every once in a while … not just on 

Sunday mornings, but every day!  The water of God’s Word is absolutely essential for a 

healthy tree.  Not only will the fruit cease when the water source is removed, but if that 

source isn’t reestablished quickly … the tree itself will wither.   

 

Which is why Satan wants you’re Bible to remain closed! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now … back to this morning’s text.  As a whole … it symbolically speaks of Israel and 

their rejection of the Messiah.  It’s a prophetic, theatrical parable about Israel’s future.  

 

But if we don’t take the time to factor in Jesus’ nature, we could read this and think that 

He was angry at the fruitlessness of the Jews.  But He wasn’t angry … He was 

brokenhearted.   

 

Luke 19:41 When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over 

it, 42 saying, "If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make 

for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes.  43 "For the days 

will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against 

you, and surround you and hem you in on every side, 44 and they will level 

you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in 

you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your 

visitation." 

 

That took place the day before the cursing of the Fig Tree … He wept from a broken 

heart over the Jews in Jerusalem.   

_______________________________________________________ 

Now to understand the symbolism of the Fig Tree and this cursing of it … we need to 

understand a few things about the Fig Tree itself.   

 

For one thing … Fig Trees are very slow growing.  They’re not like an apple or plum tree 

that will begin producing fruit just a few years after it’s planted.  The Fig Tree will take 

upwards of 20 years to begin producing fruit.   

 

And for that reason, Fig Trees are used in the Old Testament (1st Kings 4:25), to 

describe long periods of peace.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now because this takes place during Holy Week … we know it was April …and Mark 

11:13 specifically tells us that it was “not the season for figs” when Jesus cursed this tree 

for not having any fruit on it.   

 

But to understand that, we need to understand the fruiting cycle of this, unique tree.   

 

On a typical fruit tree, we rightly expect to see blossoms before fruit, but on the fig tree, 

an immature fig called a “taksh”, appears at the same time as the blossom.  And these 
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immature fruits are both edible and nutritious, but those who have eaten them say they’re 

not very enjoyable.  And even more unique … these taksh precede the spring leaves. 

 

That means that Jesus would have known whether or not this fig tree was going to bring 

forth a mature fruit crop by the presence or absence of these taksh. 

 

In the Holy lands, even today, fig plantations abound.  And all the way back in Amos 

(7:14), the need to have more than one fig tree in close proximity to one another was 

understood.   

 

So, it’s noteworthy that Matthew specifically says this Fig Tree was alone … 

 

Matthew 21:19 Seeing a lone fig tree … 

 

A Fig Tree won’t bring forth abundant fruit if it remains alone … and neither will we. 

Because the tree … like us, must be pollinated.   

 

Here’s a quote from the encyclopedia about the Fig Tree that I found interesting … 

 

The immature flowers harbor small insects which convey pollen to the female 

flowers and by their irritating presence … stimulate the growth of the fruit. 

 

Now listen to … 

 

Hebrews 10:24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and 

good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of 

some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day 

drawing near. 

 

So, the next time you feel irritated by the brothers and sisters that God has surrounded 

you with … just think of it as being “pollinated” so that you might bring forth more fruit.  

 

 

So, when Jesus came to this tree, He expected to see young fruit, but He found none.  He 

saw it from a distance and based on the way it appeared, it was reasonable for Him to 

expect fruit on it … but He found only leaves.   

 

They say that the foliage of Fig Trees is exceptionally dense.  It’s hard to see through. 

Which means that the leaves provide an effective cover for the fruit … or in this case, for 

the tree’s fruitlessness.   

 

Q. Remember what Adam and Eve used Fig leaves for? -- To cover their nakedness 

and shame (Genesis 3:7).  
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So, there’s obvious application for us in this.  Both individually and corporately.  As a 

church it’s easy to look fruitful from a distance.  We’ve all seen leafy, but fruitless 

churches.   

 

You know a leafy, but fruitless tree makes a beautiful picture, while a tree with abundant 

fruit, but sparse leaves is more like Charlie Brown’s Christmas tree … it just looks weird 

and raggedy.  

 

But I pray that we will always look a little weird and raggedy … that we’ll have more 

fruit than leaves.  I don’t ever want to be a church that has a bunch of barren branches 

disguised by the religiosity of beautiful leaves. 

 

And I don’t want to be … and I don’t want you to be that kind of believer.  One who puts 

on a good Sunday morning show, but in reality, their heart is far from the Lord.   

 

Jesus says in … 

 

Matthew 23:27 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are 

like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside 

they are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: Leafy and fruitless is a horrible and frightening place to be!  

 

We can hide our fruitlessness from our brothers and sisters for a while, but it’s never 

hidden from our Father.   

 

He not only searches our heart … He judges them and … leaves will burn in the day of 

judgment.   

 

Jesus came to the Fig Tree, just as He comes to us … looking for fruit.   

 

Q. What will He find when He inspects your tree?  

 

Q. And what’s required to bring forth the fruit He’s comes looking for? –  

 

1. An attachment to the tree trunk (or as John 15 puts it … to the vine) … an 

attachment to Jesus Christ. 

2. Cross pollination by the irritating presence of our brothers and sisters and … 

3. Finally … the water of the Word of God. 

 

Those are the things that will please the Lord when lifts your leaves as sees an abundant 

fruit crop.   

 

 


