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Gospel of Matthew 

Chapter 22:34-46 
“The Greatest Commander” 

*All scripture references are from the NASU unless otherwise noted* 

 

Calvary Chapel Fellowship of Enid 

Matthew W. Thoms, Pastor/Teacher 

24 June 2018 
 

10:00 -10:05 Announcements & Prayer 

10:06-10:26 Praise & Worship 
10:27-11:15 Teaching 
11:16-11:20 Praise & Worship 

11:21 Dismiss or Other Function 
 

Announcement:  

________________________________________________________________ 

Teaching: Continuing in our study through Matthew’s gospel let’s jump right in this 

morning with verse 34 and we’ll fill in the scene as we go along … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verses 34-36:  The Pharisees had searched the scriptures and compiled a list of all the 

commandments they could find … 613 in all.   

 

Of those; 248 were positive commandments ... the “thou shalts” and 365 were negative 

… the “thou shalt nots”.   

 

So, as you can imagine … this question about “which of those 613 commandments was 

the greatest … or most important” … wasn’t a new one. It had been debated for hundreds 

of years at that point.   

 

So, they bring it to Jesus to test Him 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verses 37-39: Not surprisingly … the Lord takes them back to the scriptures by quoting a 

passage that was extremely well known.  In fact, it was so well known and important to 

the Jews that they had a special name for it and many of them actually wore it on their 

body.  

 

They called it Shema” (she'-ma) which means to hear and comes from the first word in 

… 

 

Deuteronomy 6:4 "Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! 

5 "You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your might. 6 "These words, which I am commanding you 

today, shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your sons 

and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the 
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way and when you lie down and when you rise up. 8 "You shall bind them as 

a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. 

 

They were to bind this instruction on their heart and on their mind … 

 

But as is so often the case with religion … these Pharisees decided to go with external 

appearances rather than internal change.   

 

So, they printed the passage on pieces of paper, put them in little leather boxes and 

strapped one around their head and another around their left arm … close to their heart 

and they called that their fulfillment of the commandment.   

 

So, for Jesus to recite what was, perhaps the best known and most cherished of all 

commandments makes His message obvious … “You know that law … now fulfill it.” 

 

He wanted them to stop pretending.  To stop with the religious show.   

 

See … it’s the difference between merely keeping the rules and keeping the rules because 

of a sincere desire to please God.  And the importance of that difference can’t be 

overstated … then or now.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

You might have noticed that this lawyer asks Jesus for the singularly most important 

commandment, but then it seems like Jesus gives him two answers.   

 

Matthew 22:37 …. ""YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH 

ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL 

YOUR MIND.' [and] ... 39 “... "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 

YOURSELF.' 

 

The first, tells us, just as many other passages do, that God must be first.  That He must 

be the most important thing to us every day.  He has to be the priority.   

  

Q. But how do we fulfill the second and why did Jesus include it? – Well … these two 

commandments are connected by the Greek word homoios (hom'-oy-os), which, the 

smart people, tell us, is a clause of causality.   

 

Meaning that it’s only because we love God that we can love our neighbor, but along 

with that … if we love God, we will also love our neighbor (1st John 4:20).   

 

You may also remember from Luke 10:29, that another lawyer asked Jesus “… who is 

my neighbor?". And Jesus replied with the parable of the Good Samaritan.   

 

The point being that “your neighbor” isn’t limited to the person who lives next door to 

you … it means “the person or people that God’s placed in front of you at any given 

time” … friend or foe … co-worker or cashier. 
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Q. Which brings us to the next question … how exactly are we supposed to love the 

person in front of us like we love ourselves? – Three things that we need to know: 

 

1. Be Spirit led. I mention this first, but in reality, it needs to be applied first, last 

and in between.  

 

If you fail to seek the Lord’s guidance at every turn, you will make mistakes 

in both directions … you’ll miss opportunities, and / or you’ll get yourself 

bogged down trying to save the world … a job not assigned to any of us.  

 

2. Be prioritized. What I mean by that is … the Gospel comes first! The message 

of salvation through Jesus Christ is more vital than housing … more vital than 

food … and more vital than emotional comfort. So, make sure that the gospel 

is priority number one!   

 

Now, that’s not to say that you have to tell them about Jesus before you can 

feed a hungry person, but it is to say that giving them the gospel needs to be 

more important to you than giving them a sandwich.   

 

3. Be practical. Jesus gave us a list of ideas for loving our neighbor in … 

 

Matthew 25:35 "For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; 

I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, 

and you invited Me in; 36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and 

you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.' 

 

But let me emphasize this again … just as Jesus does … that despite this commandment 

to “love our neighbors” … if you get up in the morning and do nothing more than 

determine to “love your neighbors” … try with all your might and … you will fail 

miserably.   

 

Because loving your neighbor must be preceded by “LOVING THE LORD … WITH 

ALL [you have].”   

 

If your effort doesn’t start with loving the Lord, then your love for your neighbor will 

amount to nothing more than empty religion or a pursuit of personal gain. 

 

So … first things first!   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verse 40: “On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.” 

 

Because it was never about keeping the 613 commandments … it’s always been about 

one thing … Loving God.   
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Now, yes … when we love God we will, almost automatically, desire and strive to keep 

His commandments … because we naturally wanna please the one we love (John 14:15).  

So, it’s still about one thing …loving God! 

 

And look what happens when we love God (CLICK) vertically … and we love our 

neighbors (CLICK) horizontally … “On these two [hangs] the whole Law and the 

Prophets”, (CLICK) Jesus said … and then He showed the world.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verses 41-42: So, Jesus turns the tables on these religious leaders and asks them a 

question.  After all … these were the self-proclaimed “experts in the Law of God” … so 

one little question shouldn’t be a problem for ‘em … right.   

 

And they do seem pretty confident as they respond … the Messiah must be the “Son of 

David.”  And they’re right in that … throughout the Messianic prophecies of the Old 

Testament … the Messiah, we’re told, would come through the line of David.   

 

But then Jesus asks them a second question … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verses 43-45:  

 

Q. So essentially the question is this … if the Bible says that the Messiah is the Son 

of David … and we know that one passage of the Bible can never contradict another 

passage … how can that be reconciled with Psalm 110 which says that the Messiah 

would be the Lord of David? 

 

See … every orthodox Jew interpreted Psalm 110 as speaking of the Messiah, because 

the Messiah was the only one who could sit at the right hand of God.   

 

Q. So, again … how could the Messiah be David’s son and his Lord at the same 

time? -- Now from our perspective … having the benefit of the completed New 

Testament … that question may seem pretty simple, but at the time, verse 46 says … it 

stumped these “experts”.   

 

And because of what Paul tells us in Romans 16 … that really shouldn’t surprise us … 

 

25 Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the 

preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which 

has been kept secret for long ages past 

 

The things that we now consider basic, were not revealed prior to the day of Pentecost 

and the empowerment of the Holy Spirit.  So be careful that you don’t credit yourself for 

understanding these things … it’s from the hand of God.  

 

Q. So, what was the primary mystery here? -- The fact that Jesus (The Messiah) was 

100% man at the same time He was 100% God.  Which explains how He could be the 
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Son of God and the Son of David in the same body.  But that wasn’t a concept that they 

understood. 

 

But Jesus didn’t ask the question to make them look or feel foolish.  He asked it to 

introduce Himself … again!  

 

But they couldn’t see past His humanity which is part of the reason Paul says in …  

 

1st Corinthians 1:23 … we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling 

block and to Gentiles foolishness 

 

The Lord’s humanity was a major stumbling block for the Jews.  

 

 They weren’t looking for a humble carpenter … they were looking for a 

King. 

 

 They weren’t looking for someone who would associate with tax 

collectors and sinners. They were looking for a high priest wearing a 

purple robe and looking down on sinners.  

 

They knew the Messiah would be the Son of God and they knew He would be the son of 

David, but obviously, they’d never put the two together.   

 

They missed the biggest blessing that ever walked the earth because they had their eyes 

fixed on their own expectations rather than open heartedly seeking God’s plan. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verse 46:  Thinking back to what we’ve looked at over the last few weeks … three 

different groups have now come to the Lord and asked three different types of questions:  

 

1. First the Pharisees came to Him with the Herodians.  The Pharisees, as you know, 

were the religious leaders, but when they came to Him they didn’t ask a religious 

question, they ask Him a political question about paying taxes. 

 

2. Then it was the Sadducees … the important people … senior members of the 

priesthood along with some of the wealthy upper class of Jerusalem.  And they 

came asking a deep theological question about the resurrection. 

 

3. Then in today’s scripture … it’s a lawyer (also known as a scribe) who’s 

questioning Him.  These were the guys who served as judges … primarily at the 

pleasure of the Sanhedrin council and mostly judging religious matters. So, it’s 

interesting that the question they ask isn’t political, civil, nor religious … they ask 

Him a moral question.   

 

The religious people ask a political question …  

The high class influential group asks a religious question and … 

The judges ask a question on morality.   
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But all of them asked their question … not to get an answer, but to stump and /or trap 

Him.  But … verses 34 and 46, both say … that the questioners were silenced by the 

Lord’s response.    

 

It reminds me of the conversion between Job and God.  For 36 chapters Job repeated 

over and over that he was innocent, and that God was unjustly punishing him. And the 

Lord patiently listened for 36 chapters and then responded.   

 

The Lord’s entire response is recorded in chapters 38-42 of Job, but allow me to 

paraphrase it this morning … 

 

Job 38:1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said, 2 

"Who is this that darkens counsel By words without knowledge? 3 "Now 

gird up your loins like a man, And I will ask you, and you instruct Me! 4 

"Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell Me, if you 

have understanding, 5 Who set its measurements? Since you know. Or who 

stretched the line on it? 6 "On what were its bases sunk? Or who laid its 

cornerstone …12 "Have you ever in your life commanded the morning, And 

caused the dawn to know its place 

 

God made two such speeches to Job and what I just read was the first of 70 questions that 

God asked Job.   

 

Q. Can you imagine how small Job felt about then? -- God completes the first speech 

with these words … 

 

Job 40:2 "Will the faultfinder contend with the Almighty? Let him who 

reproves God answer it." 

 

And … believe it or not … Job actually tried to formulate an answer … 

 

Job 40:4 "Behold, I am insignificant; what can I reply to You? I lay my hand 

on my mouth. 5 "Once I have spoken, and I will not answer; Even twice, and 

I will add nothing more." 

 

Sorta reminds me of the discussions that Jesus has been having with the “bigwigs” of His 

day.   

 

Q. Remember, Job was a “bigwig” … he was a very wealthy and influential man, 

but how did that measure up against God? – After Job couldn’t answer any of God’s 

questions in the first speech … God gave him a second chance … 

 

Job 40:8 "Will you really annul My judgment? Will you condemn Me that 

you may be justified? 9 "Or do you have an arm like God, And can you 

thunder with a voice like His? 



 7 

 

To which Job replies … 

 

Job 42:2 "I know that You can do all things, And that no purpose of Yours 

can be thwarted. 3 'Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?' 

"Therefore I have declared that which I did not understand, Things too 

wonderful for me, which I did not know." 4 'Hear, now, and I will speak; I 

will ask You, and You instruct me.' 5 "I have heard of You by the hearing of 

the ear; But now my eye sees You; 6 Therefore I retract, And I repent in dust 

and ashes." 

 

Secular psychology today tells us that being “broken” is a horrible thing, but God doesn’t 

seem to think so.  In fact, He calls it healthy and necessary.   

 

Job was more spiritually healthy at the completion of this encounter than he ever had 

been … precisely because he was a broken man.   

 

He was more reliant on God and far more aware of his proper relationship to God than he 

ever had been.  

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  When you boil it all down … we’ve looked at two questions this morning: 

 

1. “Which is the greatest commandment?” and …  

2. “Whose son is Jesus Christ?” 

 

Q. I wonder … if we were to ask the world, which of God’s commandments is the 

greatest?  What would the answer be?  -- I’d be shocked if more than a few said …  

“The greatest commandant is to love God.” 

 

Much more likely we’d hear people say, “Do not murder.”  “Do not commit adultery.” 

 “Do not steal.” Maybe one or two of the super spiritual people would say “Keep the 

Sabbath by going to church.” 

 

But God Himself tells us here that the most important thing to Him is that we love Him.   

 

But see … God’s misunderstood.  The majority of the world views Him primarily as a 

disciplinarian … a rule-maker and rule-enforcer.  They don’t see Him as the loving God 

we do.  

 

Another misunderstood aspect of God is His power.  Most people, even non-Christians 

believe that God is powerful … after all, if we’re going to credit Him with the creation of 

the earth and the stars … that’s a lot of assigned power … but somehow the idea that God 

can change the human heart is beyond the reach of most people’s faith.   
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It’s one thing to believe in God or even in His power, but to have a close and personal 

relationship with Him and to see the evidence of Him in your life … that’s another thing 

altogether.  

 

Above all else … we’re to love God with all our heart, soul, strength and mind.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

With regard to the second question … “Whose son is Jesus Christ” … in this morning’s 

text, the Pharisees said He’s … “The son of David”. 

 

Q. But remember that this question had been asked and answered before?   

 

Matthew 16:15 [Jesus] said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16 

Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17 

And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and 

blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 

 

Q. So, which answer is right? – Was He “the son of David” or “the Son of God”? -- 

 

Q. And beyond that … what’s the real difference between the two? –  

 

Well … as the son of David … Jesus would have earthly dominion.  He’d be able to 

control the external actions of those under His rule.   

 

But as the Son of God … His dominion would have no geographical or chronological 

end.  It would be eternal and universal.  And not only would He have control over the 

external, but also the internal.   

 

See … a true disciple is willing to give Jesus control … even over the most intimate 

details of life.  But the Pharisees were only willing to give Him a show.   

 

They put His word on the outside to look godly, but they weren’t willing to put it on the 

inside and be godly.  They weren’t willing to be changed.   

 

Q. So, what about you? Are you letting Jesus in? Are you allowing Him to rearrange 

you from inside out as He sees fit … or do you only allow Him be the ruler of the 

externals? 

 

Matthew 22:37 … "YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH 

ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL 

YOUR MIND.' 

 

Invitation as the Spirit Leads: Scharry, [          ] and I will be available in the back of 

the sanctuary and if you’ve never made a commitment to Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

Savior or need to recommit or just have questions about what was covered this morning 

… please come and visit with one of us.   
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Invite to fellowship: Christian Fundamentals 6:30 

 

 


