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Last week we looked at the first 31 verses of chapter 24 and saw there a picture of end 

time events … particularly as it relates to the Jewish people and the plans God has for 

them.  

 

This morning, in the second half of the chapter, the picture becomes somewhat more 

inclusive … so as to now include the church.   

 

So, let’s jump in and see what our future holds … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verses 32-35: This is still part of the Olivet Discourse and Jesus is still having a private 

discussion with His disciples.  But we can know for sure that He’s no longer talking only 

about the future of the Jewish people because of the way He refers here to the “fig tree”.  

 

The fig tree remember, is used symbolically to describe the Jewish nation.  So, it makes 

no sense for Jesus to say, “Watch the Jews you Jews cuz you’ll be the warning sign for 

yourself.” 

 

No … He’s talking about a different group. He’s talking about us.   

 

And the Lord’s telling us here that the Jewish nation can, and should be, used as a 

calendar of end time events.  If we replace the symbols with their meanings we can 

accurately read verse 32 this way … 

 

When you see the nation of Israel being softened and prepared for all the events 

of verses 5-31, when you see things like the Jewish nation being reunited in 1948. 

When you see Christian churches being established in Jerusalem. When you see 

these things falling into place … be warned that the end is very near.  

 

My family and I lived in Anchorage Alaska for many years and in that region, there are 

really only two seasons … winter and spring.  For nine months of the year it’s dark, cold 

and snow covered and then for three months or so it’s warm and the new life of spring 

absolutely bursts out everywhere.   

 

Now Anchorage itself is surrounded by mountains on three sides.  And every summer 

those mountains become a calendar.  The people watch those mountains for what’s called 

“termination dust” … the first snowfall of the season.  It’s a very light dusting that 
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doesn’t make it all the way down to Anchorage, but “dusts” the mountains that surround 

it.   

 

And that “termination dust” is the alarm clock that warns Anchorage to pick the last of 

the garden and drain the kiddy pool and check the antifreeze in your vehicles. You need 

to watch for that sign so that you can be ready for what comes next. 

 

But the, “termination dust” isn’t winter … it’s just a warning.  It doesn’t even tell us what 

day the first snow will fall on the city … it just says, “get ready”.   

 

Exactly what Jesus is telling us in this parable.  “Look to Israel as your prophetic alarm 

clock.  Look to them and when you see them being prepared for what’s to come … Get 

yourself ready!” 

 

Then He tells us in verse 34 that the Jewish nation, identified by the word “generation” 

… will pass away, but not until all the things prophesied in verses 5-31 have been 

completed.  God will complete His purposes with the Jews, but once that’s done, there 

will be no more need for the Jewish, or any other, nation.  

 

And note with me that He says, Heaven and earth will also pass away.  And the earth part 

we get … we won’t need it when we dwell in Heaven … 

 

Q. But why does it say that Heaven will pass away? -- All the way back in Genesis 1:1 

we read … 

 

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

 

And what you want to note about that is that the word “heavens” there … is plural. 

 

Literally, the verse means that God created space for the heavens (plural) and the earth 

(singular).  And then in 2nd Corinthians 12:2 Paul tells us about a man he says was 

taken up to the “third heaven”.   

 

So, from that, we know that there are, at least, three spaces that scripture refers to as 

“heavens”.   

 

Q. So how’s all that work out? – Well it’s simple really: 

 

1. The first heaven is the atmosphere that surrounds us. 

 

2. The second heaven …. is the space beyond us or what we think of as outer space. 

 

3. And the third heaven … is God’s dwelling place and the eternal home of all born-

again believers.   
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So, when it says here in Matthew that “heaven will pass away” … it’s referring to the 

first and second … but not the third “heaven”.  Peter summarizes that in … 

 

2nd Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the 

heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with 

intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. 11 Since all these 

things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in 

holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the 

day of God … But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens 

and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, since 

you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless 

and blameless 

 

And alongside this, He says that even though the nations will cease to exist … and the 

earth will be burned up and the heavens will melt … the Word of God will persist.   

 

Q. So, will we still be studying God’s Word in Heaven? -- No … listen carefully to the 

difference between these two verses.    

 

Frist … speaking of our earthly existence, He says … 

 

Deuteronomy 11:18 "You shall therefore impress these words of mine on 

your heart …  

 

But then, speaking of our heavenly eternity, He says … 

 

Jeremiah 31:33 … I will put My law within them … 

 

While we dwell in these tents we have to pick up The Book … we have to implant it in 

our hearts through our eyes and our ears and our minds.  But in heaven … He will bypass 

all our senses and implant it directly into our hearts … but it will, by no means, pass 

away.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verses 36-39: We’re to be aware of the seasons, but we cannot know the day nor the 

hour.   

 

As I’ve said before, I believe in a pre-tribulation rapture of the church.  I believe that all 

born-again Christians will be mercifully removed from this world before God pours out 

His wrath in the Tribulation.  And this passage, along with others like it, are a part of the 

reason I believe that.   

 

The two other popular interpretations are: 

 

1. A mid-tribulation rapture where born-again believers are removed at the mid-

point of the Tribulation. 
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2. And a post-tribulation rapture … meaning that believers will endure the entire 

seven years of God’s wrath before being beamed up. 

 

But in my mind, if we can’t know the day of the Rapture, then those views make no 

sense.   

 

If the Rapture were to occur at the midpoint of the Tribulation … everyone would know 

the day 3 ½ years in advance.  Just count forward 3 ½ years from of the antichrist’s 

signing of the peace treaty with Israel (Daniel 9:27).   

 

And by the same logic, if the Rapture were ordained for the end of the Tribulation period 

then everyone would know the day seven years in advance.  

 

But Jesus says here, “Only the Father knows.”  Our assignment is to be ready … no 

matter what day He comes.  

 

But Jesus warns us that life can swallow up our readiness.  Business can consume our 

minds and eat our time.  And I think we all get that … most of the time it feels like 

there’s not enough time to think about next week, much less eternity.   

 

Q. Anyone remember how long it took Noah to build the ark? -- 120 years (Genesis 

6:3).  For 120 years old Noah was out there in the desert building this giant box in 

preparation for something that the people had never heard of, much less seen … called 

rain.   

 

But God had warned Noah … and Noah listened.  He believed God and made ready for 

what was coming.  But the multitude … they just mocked poor Noah.   

 

Q. And how different is that from today? – People will still tell you to stop wasting 

time in Bible study and prayer and fellowship. People still think that your time would be 

better used … making money or painting your house.  

 

After all … all that spiritual stuff you do … that’s just preparation from something 

they’ve never seen and … in some cases … never heard of!  

 

Q. But you know what? -- The flood came … and so will Jesus! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verses 40-41:   

 

Q. Can you imagine?  Who do you spend time with, that you feel certain would be 

left behind if the Lord came for His own today? 

 

Q. If that individual … after being left behand … could sit down and chat with you 

again … what would that conversation consist of?   
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Q. Would you be saying to them, “I told you so!” or would they be asking you, 

“Why didn’t you tell me?”? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verses 42-44: 

 

Q. Honestly … wouldn’t it have been a lot easier if He’d have just given us the date? 

-- He could have just tacked that on to end of Revelation or something … “I’ll be 

sending Jesus back to get everyone who wants to go to Heaven on the 16
th
 of July 2018.”  

 

That way we could all get ready … on the 15
th
! 

 

And there’s the purpose of the secrecy … The Father knows us too well to give us a date.  

He knows what we’d do.   

 

The purpose of the secrecy is to keep us “on the alert” just like in this “thief in the night” 

illustration.  The thief caught them with their guard down.   

 

1st Thessalonians 5:2 … you yourselves know full well that the day of the 

Lord will come just like a thief in the night. 3 While they are saying, "Peace 

and safety!" then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains 

upon a woman with child, and they will not escape. 4 But you, brethren, are 

not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief 

 

And we rightly say, “Well praise God that we’re not in the dark” but understand that 

what Paul is really saying here is that we have no excuse.  We’ve been told that the 

Lord’s coming.  We’ve been given the warning signs to watch for and we’ve been 

warned to remain alert and be ready! 

 

As Paul says to the Thessalonians … 

 

1st Thessalonians 5:1 Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have 

no need of anything to be written to you. 2 For you yourselves know full well 

that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. 

 

You don’t need to concern yourself with when He’s coming as long as you’re ready all 

the time.   

 

Q. So, we say, okay … what am I supposed to do to be ready? -- I don’t know.  At 

least, I don’t know the specific answer for you.   

 

The head of the house in the Lord’s illustration hadn’t taken care of what had been 

entrusted to him.     

 

Q. What has God entrusted to you?  Who … has God entrusted to you?  

 

Q. And have you taken the necessary steps to protect what He’s entrusted to you? 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verses 45-51:  By definition … when you refer to someone as your master … you’re 

referring to them as the one you obey.  And in this illustration … both of these slaves 

refer to Him as “Master”, but clearly … only one really meant it.   

 

Again … the picture within this illustration is of caring for those assigned to us … 

certainly those of our household … but also others that we’re closely associated with and 

even beyond that. 

 

Each of us have been given a place of service.  Each of us have been given an area of 

responsibility.   

 

The rapture will come … just as the rains came in the flood … and as the thief comes in 

the night … the rapture will come!  Some will be taken, and some will be left behind.   

 

That’s true in your neighborhood … in your workplace and even in your own home.   

 

And my intention is not to scare anyone into obedience, or to be overly dramatic, but just 

look at what it says in verse 51. Those aren’t my words … those are His! 

 

But this is important … the immorality in this illustration; the violence and drunkenness 

are not the cause of damnation.  Rather it’s the lack of willing submission to the Master.  

The lack of submission is the cause of both the immorality and eternal damnation.   

 

Salvation has never been the result of our good works, but rather … His enormous 

grace!   _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
Conclusion:  I want you to think about something with me this morning.   

 

We all know that Jesus Christ came to this earth in human form.   

We know that He died on a cross … 

was buried and … 

that He rose three days later.   

We also know that He ascended to the right hand of the father and … 

as we’ve been looking at over the last several weeks, we know that He’s 

coming back again.   

 

But all of that is the easy part … but here’s the question, and it’s a big one … 

 

Q. Why? 

 

Q. Why would Jesus go to so much trouble? -- The Bible tells us that we are Christ’s 

“bride” and that He is our “groom” … our “husband”.   

 

Q. So, why would Jesus go to so much trouble? -- Because as your groom, He is madly 

and passionately in love with you!   
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He is madly and passionately in love with me!   

 

Now I honestly don’t understand that … so don’t ask me to explain it … but I do believe 

it because He proved it! 

 

Q. Why else would He have done all that He did? -- I can only speak for myself, but I 

know that I’m inadequate as a husband and I’m surely much worse as a bride.   

 

Q. So why my Lord would go to so much trouble for such a lousy bride? – We may 

never fully understand the answer to that … But, the fact that He did, is just that … a fact. 

 

Q. So then, if He loves us that much and did all of that for us … just so He could be 

with us … why didn’t He just beam us up the moment we accepted Him as savior?   

 

2nd Peter 3:15 … regard the patience of our Lord as salvation … 

 

Because, although He loves you and He loves me individually … He doesn’t love us 

exclusively.  He loves every person He created in the same way.  And He’s as desperate 

to spend eternity with them as He is with you.   

 

So be about the business of making His bride ready by telling someone about His passion 

for them … today … and tomorrow and the day after that.  

 


