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This morning, we’ll be looking at the final verses of the famous Olivet Discourse and the 

conclusion of Christ’s answer to the disciples’ questions of Matthew 24:3.    

 

But first, let’s look at the Biblical Timeline in this morning’s bulletin.  Notice numbers 

28 and 32, because there are two views of the judgement introduced in the text we’ll be 

studying this morning.   

 

One view interprets it as a description of the judgment of those who survive the 

Tribulation period, but others sees it as a description of the Great White Throne 

Judgment.   

 

And I must admit that both views have merit and are defensible, but personally, I’m 

convinced that this is the judgment of those who survive the Tribulation period.   

 

Hebrews 9:27 says … 

 

… inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes 

judgment 

 

So, we know that all of mankind will be judged, but when it comes to the judgment of 

those who survive the Tribulation, relatively little is written about it. 

 

So, let’s take the opportunity and look at what we can know … beginning with a 

reminder that there will be both Jewish and Gentile survivors of the Tribulation and both 

groups will face judgment, but not the same judgement.   

 

And the judgement that we’ll be looking at in Matthew this morning, is the judgment of 

the Gentile Tribulation survivors.   

 

In order the find any enlightenment on the judgment of the Jewish Tribulation survivors 

… we have to go all the way back to …   

 

Ezekiel 20:39 "As for you, O house of Israel," thus says the Lord GOD, "Go, 

serve everyone his idols; but later you will surely listen to Me, and My holy 

name you will profane no longer with your gifts and with your idols. 40 "For 

on My holy mountain, on the high mountain of Israel," declares the Lord 

GOD, "there the whole house of Israel, all of them, will serve Me in the land; 
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there I will accept them and there I will seek your contributions and the 

choicest of your gifts, with all your holy things. 41 "As a soothing aroma I 

will accept you when I bring you out from the peoples and gather you from 

the lands where you are scattered; and I will prove Myself holy among you in 

the sight of the nations. 42 "And you will know that I am the LORD, when I 

bring you into the land of Israel, into the land which I swore to give to your 

forefathers.  
 

Now this helps put this judgment on the timeline because, remember … the land that God 

promised to the Jews as a possession back in Exodus 12:25, has never yet been fully 

possessed and, almost certainly, won’t be until the Thousand Year Reign of Peace.   

 

And as you continue on in Ezekiel 20 …   

 

43 "There you will remember your ways and all your deeds with which you 

have defiled yourselves; and you will loathe yourselves in your own sight for 

all the evil things that you have done. 44 "Then you will know that I am the 

LORD when I have dealt with you for My name's sake, not according to your 

evil ways or according to your corrupt deeds, O house of Israel," declares the 

Lord GOD.'" 

 

So, this is describing the Jews who survive the Tribulation and place their trust in Jesus 

Christ.  And are therefore, just like us, abundantly blessed with God’s mercies and 

forgiveness … not according to their evil ways and deeds.  

 

None-the less, as Ezekiel says … they will be judged.   

 

Now that, I think, pretty well gets us ready to look at the second half of Matthew 25 and 

God’s judgment of the Gentiles who survive the Seven-year Tribulation Period.   

 

But as we do that … if you were with us last week, then you may remember that I 

intentionally, didn’t cover verse 30 and I promised that I’d explain why this week so … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verse 30: Remember that the verses leading up to verse 30 are a parable describing the 

Lord’s judgement of the works of three separate believers.  But that can be troubling 

because verse 30 tells us that someone is cast into Hell.   

 

And I cannot find a way to line up counsel of scripture with the idea of a Christian being 

sentenced to Hell.   

 

In particular, it doesn’t line up with what Paul specifically says about the judgement of 

the works of believers in … 

 

1st Corinthians 3:15 If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but 

he himself will be saved … 
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Well … Luke’s gospel helps shine light on this because in Luke 19:12-27, Jesus shares a 

distinctly separate, but very similar parable.  And in that parable, the Lord describes a 

group that’s separate from those He calls “slaves”.   

 

Let me read the last two verses of it to you … 

 

Luke 19:26 "I tell you that to everyone who has, more shall be given, but 

from the one who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken away.  

27 "But these enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, 

bring them here and slay them in my presence." 

 

So, in Matthew, the slave who hid his master’s money is stripped of that money but in 

agreement with Luke, he is not the one condemned to Hell.   

 

So, I do not believe that the wicked and lazy slave spoken of in the first half of Matthew 

25, is the same person as the one condemned in verse 30.   

 

In part, I’m convinced of that because it otherwise makes no sense and in part I’m 

convinced of that because the parable in Luke is so similar and yet has such a different 

outcome. 

 

But most of all I’m convinced because of the Greek language of the original text … and 

I’ll try to keep this brief but note with me that this master calls his slave in verse 26 … 

“wicked and lazy”, but the slave that’s condemned in verse 30, is referred to as 

“worthless”.   

 

So, here’s the Greek … the word “wicked” is poneros (pon-ay-ros') and it means an 

essential character who has degenerated.  Sort of like what we often call “backslidden”.   

 

And the word “lazy” is okneros (ok-nay-ros') and it means unwilling to endure pain.  This 

is the person who knows something needs to be done, but chooses not to, simply because 

it’s more comfortable to lay on the couch than it is to take out the garbage.   

 

So, they’re backslidden and selfish, but they are still described as believers.  

 

But the word, “worthless” on the other hand is achreios (akh-ri'-os) which is an 

impersonal term, spoken in the third person to describe someone who is unrewardable or 

has nothing of merit within them.   

 

But Paul said in … 

 

1st Corinthians 3:16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that 

the Spirit of God dwells in you? 

 

So, having said all that, I really believe that verse 30 is describing a person that’s not 

mentioned in the Parable of the Talents, but is mentioned in the 4 verses that follow it.  
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Verse 30 is a transition verse that leads into the next portion of scripture so let’s go to the 

next portion … 

_______________________________________________________________________

Verses 31-46: Remember that the previous parable was the story of a master going on a 

long journey and then returning home.  Verse 30 transitions us … and now Jesus begins 

to bring it home … no longer a story about an earthy master returning from a trip, but 

now the Son of Man Himself returning to earth.  

 

Some would make the argument that with all the discussion here about doing this and that 

for our brothers and sisters that it proves the necessity of good works for salvation, but 

the Lord’s brother, James would disagree … 

 

James 2:14 What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he 

has no works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is without 

clothing and in need of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, "Go in 

peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is 

necessary for their body, what use is that? 17 Even so faith, if it has no 

works, is dead, being by itself.  18 But someone may well say, "You have 

faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will 

show you my faith by my works."  

 

James is making the same point that Jesus make’s in this morning’s text … it is faith in 

Jesus Christ that saves us, but faith in Jesus Christ always has evidence in a person’s life.  

 

Good works are the natural byproduct of our faith in Christ, but it’s only the faith in 

Christ that saves us.   

 

Q. So then, is the basis of this judgment … brotherly kindness and love? -- Not 

exactly!  Remember that this is the judgment of Tribulation-surviving Gentiles.  And 

Jesus says here that it will be based specifically upon their treatment of what He calls, 

“His brothers”, in verse 40.  That is … their treatment of the Jewish People.   

 

And the basis for this stems all the way back to … 

  

Genesis 12:3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses 

you I will curse.  …"  

 

Or how about when God sent an angel to Zechariah to say … 

 

Zechariah 2:8 … "… [God] has sent me against the nations which plunder 

you, for he who touches you, touches the apple of [God’s] eye. 

 

And one last passage … 
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Joel 3:2 I will gather all the nations and bring them down to the valley of 

Jehoshaphat [meaning the valley of God’s judgement]. Then I will enter into 

judgment with them there On behalf of My people and My inheritance, 

Israel, Whom they have scattered among the nations … 

 

Ezekiel 20:33-38 is another good one, but I’ll leave you to look at that one on your own.  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Verse 31: It’s telling us that this judgment will take place at the Lord’s Second Coming. 

The Great White Throne judgment, on the other hand, as you can see on your timeline, 

occurs at the close of the Thousand Year Reign of Peace.   

 

And in verses 32-33, it says that the sheep, those who have submitted themselves to the 

Shepherd are sent to the right, to inherit the kingdom we know as Heaven.   

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Verse 34-36:  Again … don’t put this into the context of today … this is describing times 

and methods of physical and practical care that will be essential to the Jewish people 

during the Tribulation period.   

 

They will face stiff persecution and the things we take for granted like food and water, 

will be precious commodities at that time.   

 

The kicker is that for anyone ministering to the Jews during the Tribulation, will be 

viewed as identifying and aligning with them.  So, any of the Tribulation Gentiles who 

minister to them … will make themselves a hated enemy of everyone else on earth. 

 

So, there will be a stiff price to pay for helping God’s children. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Verse 37-40: To better understand this, we have to look at a specific Greek word in … 

 

John 15:8 "My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so 

prove to be My disciples. 

 

The word translated “bear” is the key.  It’s phero (fer'-o) in the Greek and its definition 

isn’t difficult to understand, but I suspect 90% do misunderstand it, because the best 

definition is “to non-cognitively carry or support”.  

 

Most important in that definition is that it is non-cognitive.   Meaning that no human 

thought is required.  The best fruit … the fruit that is most precious to God and most 

meaningful to those we serve … is the fruit that we’re not even aware we’re bearing.   

 

Good works that we accomplish without thought or effort, but rather, by simply allowing 

God to work through us unhindered.   

 

Zechariah 4:6 … "Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,' says the 

LORD … 
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And that’s exactly what so pleases the Lord about these that He’s judging in this passage. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Verse 41:  Satan and the angels who chose to follow him were the first to transgress and 

therefore the first to inherit eternity in Hell.  Hell was prepared for them.  

 

The word “prepared” comes from the word hetoimos (het-oy'-mos) which means “made 

to fit”.   Not made to fit us but made to fit Satan and his demons.  That’s NOT a place I 

want to see. 

 

Q. But do you remember what it said in verse 34?  -- “Come, you who are blessed of 

My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you ...” 

 

It’s the same Greek word!  Just as Hell is custom made for Satan … Heaven is custom 

made for you and me and the Jews and the Tribulation-surviving Gentiles.  

 

Scharry and I have always dreamed of being able to custom build our retirement home. 

Fireplace and Jacuzzi in the master bedroom and a glass sitting porch overlooking the 

pond.  Everything just the way you like.   

 

Well … that’s what God’s telling us here.  He knows us better than we know ourselves 

and He’s saying, “I’ve looked directly into your heart and I’ve custom built your 

heavenly retirement home.”  Oh, how cool that will be! 

_______________________________________________________________________

Verse 42-45:   

  

Ephesians 6:5 Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to 

the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; 

6 not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the 

will of God from the heart. 7 With good will render service, as to the Lord, 

and not to men, 8 knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he 

will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free.  

 

But these unrighteous Gentiles seem confused … “When did we neglect You?”   

 

See … a sincere and dedicated slave will render the same service whether or not the 

master’s watching, but these unrighteous Gentiles are the type who will jump up and look 

busy when they’re being watched or when there’s a headline to catch, but completely 

disregard the will of their master when they think they’re all alone. 

 

Jesus said in … 

 

Matthew 6:4 …  your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Verse 46:  Both states are eternal.  In fact, it’s the same Greek word used to describe both 

eternities; aionios (ahee-o'-nee-os) meaning “perpetual”.   No beginning and no end. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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Conclusion:  If you’re Heaven-bound, then that’s great news.  No end to life in our 

custom-built Heaven in the literal presence of God Himself.  It sounds unimaginable but 

it’s a reality! 

 

But if you’ve never made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ, then “perpetual” is a 

word that should put fear in your heart.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The last thing that I want to highlight this morning, before we share in Communion is just 

how important it is that we be supporters of Israel and the Israelites.   

 

No matter what political view you might hold … there should be unanimous Christian 

agreement when it comes to our national support of that little country that God calls the 

apple of His eye.   

 

 


