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Last week we closed with Jesus breathing His last on the cross.  Scripture says that He …  

 

Luke 23:46 … [cried] out with a loud voice, [and] said, "Father, INTO YOUR 

HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT." [and] Having said this, He … Matt 27:50 

“… yielded up His spirit”.   

 

So, that’s where we pick it up this morning.   

  

Now if you were to sit down and talk about passages like this with a Muslim or someone 

from several other confused groups, they’d take objection … arguing that Jesus did not 

die, but rather that He swooned or fainted. 

 

And yes … there are several secular proofs of the Lord’s death, but in the context of what 

we’re talking about this morning, we’re gonna limit our study to the scripture … 

 

John 19:31 Then the Jews, because it was the day of preparation, so that the 

bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a 

high day), asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might 

be taken away. 32 So the soldiers came, and broke the legs of the first man 

and of the other who was crucified with Him; 33 but coming to Jesus, when 

they saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. 34 But one of 

the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water 

came out. 

 

And when Pilate was asked for the Lord’s body to bury it, the scripture says … 

 

Mark 15:44 Pilate wondered if He was dead by this time, and summoning the 

centurion, he questioned him as to whether He was already dead. 45 And 

ascertaining this from the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph. 

 

You can also look at Romans 5:8, 1st Corinthians 15:3 and 1st Thessalonians 4:14, 

but no matter how you read it … Jesus died!  He was checked and checked again. 

 

Now with that in mind … 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Verse 54:  The commander and soldiers under him were witnessing the most frightening 

event of their life.  No doubt they were present, and probably even participated, in the 
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Lord’s torture and crucifixion.  They’d heard the Lord’s cries from the cross … even 

when He said … 

 

Luke 23:34 … "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are 

doing." … 

 

Now they were witnessing the Father’s reaction to all of this; three hours of darkness and 

an earthquake that split open the earth. They were witnesses to the expression of a 

broken, divine heart.   

 

But despite the Father’s righteous anger and broken heart … at the center of this 

outpouring … the overriding sentiment and driving force was still love.   

 

Q. And how do we know that? – Because at the center of all that this outpouring caused 

… was the tearing of the Temple Veil! At the center of it … God was tearing in half …  

the curtain that separated us from Him.   

 

Because with the same intensity that God hates sin … He loves sinners.   

 

Mark 15:39 When the centurion, who was standing right in front of Him, 

saw the way He breathed His last, he said, "Truly this man was the Son of 

God!" 

 

And … 

 

Luke 23:47 Now when the centurion saw what had happened, he began 

praising God, saying, "Certainly this man was innocent." 48 And all the 

crowds who came together for this spectacle, when they observed what had 

happened, began to return, beating their breasts. 

 

Anytime there is an expression of God … in whatever form that comes … there are two 

responses.  If you don’t know God … the response is typically one of fear and 

secondarily … rebellion, but if you do know Him … you rejoice.   

 

So, the responses of these witnesses is fascinating.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Verses 55-56:  So here we’re given a list of the female disciples who witnessed the 

Lord’s crucifixion: 

 

1. Mary Magdalene … the woman Jesus cast seven demons out of in Mark 16:9.   

2. Mary, the mother of “James the Less” and his brother, Joseph. 

3. As well as the mother of James and John.   

4. And although, she’s not mentioned here … we know that Jesus’ mother was also 

there … not looking on from a distance but one of the few, who stood at the foot 

of the cross.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Verses 57-58: Mark 15:43 tells us that this Joseph was a prominent member of the 

Sanhedrin Council.  It also tells us that he didn’t take this audience with Pontius Pilate 

lightly.  In fact, it says “... [He] gathered up [all his] courage and went … before Pilate 

…”  

 

And John 19 says that although he was a … 

 

38 …  disciple of Jesus, [he was] a secret one for fear of the Jews … 

 

And just after that … John says that it wasn’t just Joseph of Arimathea who came out of 

the shadows at the Lord’s death … but … 

 

John 19:39 Nicodemus, who had first come to Him by night, also came, 

bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds weight. 

 

Nicodemus, being another member of that same Sanhedrin Council.  

 

Q. And this raises an interesting question … is there such a thing as a “closet 

Christian”? Well … based on what we read here about Joseph and Nicodemus I think 

we have to say “Yes”, since the Bible declares that they were both followers of Christ 

and yet they both hid it.   

 

But the other thing that we see is that neither of them could hide their love for Christ 

indefinitely.  As Paul said in … 

 

1st Corinthians 9:16 … I preach the gospel … for I am under compulsion; … 

woe is me if I do not preach the gospel. 

 

Similarly … several of God’s Old Testament prophets were guilty of trying to hide their 

dedication to God.  And Jesus, I think, helps us make sense of that tendency in … 

 

Luke 14:28 "For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not 

first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it?  

 

And really … that’s what Joseph and Nicodemus did.  Each of them entered God’s family 

in relative secrecy, but the point had come in their Christian life when it was time to 

choose! 

 

And as each one of them counted the cost, in an earthly sense, they had a lot to lose. 

These men were prominent in an organization that would not tolerate frank or open 

Christianity.  It would cost them their positions … their incomes. 

 

And on top of that they also had their countrymen to consider.   
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Q. How well do you think they would have been received if they had made an 

enthusiastic confession of their faith up front?  How well received were the 

disciples? -- Scorned, imprisoned, stoned, stabbed, burned, crucified, etc…, etc…, etc…!  

 

So, ya … these guys had a lot to lose. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

And remember, Jesus said of, and to, those who chose to follow Him …  

 

Matthew 24:9 "… they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and 

you will be hated by all nations because of My name. 

 

So, we’re warned!  Joseph and Nicodemus were told to “count the cost” … meaning … 

sit down in a quiet place with the Lord and evaluate your commitment to Him.   

 

Q. What price are we willing to pay?  How much loss is too much?  How much 

discomfort is too much? At what price do you quit?   

 

It’s like going to an auction with Jesus on the block.  The auctioneer calls “Who’ll give 

me a little lip service for this Savior?” … and almost everyone raises their hand at that 

price.   

 

“OK … who’ll give me their Sunday mornings?” … fewer hands.  “Who will give me 

their Wednesdays as well?” … still fewer hands.  “What about some of your status and a 

few displeasing habits?”. 

 

Q. What’s your price?  At what cost do you stop raising your hand? -- Jesus is 

looking for some committed hand raisers … those willing to leave their hand in the air … 

even before they hear the price! 

 

Christianity is the only place in this world where human beings can find peace and joy 

and contentment, but those things are only made abundant as you raise your hand and say 

“yes”. 

 

Joseph and Nicodemus calculated what it would cost them and then they took their stand, 

because … by their calculation … it would cost them more if they didn’t.   

 

They’d experienced what the world offers, and they’d experienced a walk with Jesus and 

they were willing to turn lose of the world for more of Jesus.  They counted the cost … 

made the call … and stepped up! 

 

But we’re not talking about religion here.  We’re talking about a genuine and joyous 

relationship with Jesus.   

 

Not the same old “Ho-Hum”, quick, generic prayer now and then.  Not ritualistic 

devotional reading.  Not just showing up for church and pretending to be interested … 

only to leave unchanged. 
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No … what overwhelms all that this world has to offer is genuine, spiritual fellowship 

with Jesus and those who follow Him along with you.   

 

Think again of all that Jesus went through to tear the Temple Veil in half (verse 51); 

torture, humiliation and crucifixion … all so that you and I could draw near to the Father.  

 

Q. So why would any of us settle for hanging out in the Courtyard of the Temple 

when the Holy of Holies is open to us? – Why would you buy a Ferrari but never put 

the accelerator on the floor? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 59-61:  It’s called a tomb, but really it was more of a cave. 

 

Picture a rock wall that you begin chipping into.  And you continue until you’ve created a 

10-foot deep cave or tunnel … usually around 5 feet in diameter.  At the back, you leave 

the last 3 feet of the lower half intact to create a sort of rock table or shelf where the body 

would lie.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now I want to take a moment to remind you of something we talked a little about last 

week; Yom Kippur (otherwise known as the Day of Atonement).  The one day each year 

when the High Priest was allowed into the little 15-foot by 15-foot room in the back of 

the Temple called the Holy of Holies.   

 

And as Leviticus 16 explains, he had to go through an elaborate process of preparation 

and purification before he could enter the Holy of Holies … and if any part of that 

process was improperly carried out … as the High Priest entered and approached the Ark 

of the Covenant … God would strike him dead and his body would then have to be 

dragged from the Temple. 

 

Obviously that was bad for the High Priest, but in many ways, it was even worse for the 

Jewish nation because it meant that the High Priest had failed … that there would be no 

atonement for the people that year and as a result their guilt would keep them separated 

from God, at least, until the following Day of Atonement when another High Priest 

would try again.   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I think it’s noteworthy that …  

1. This preparation process for the High Priest began with a change of clothes. 

Verse 32 of Leviticus 16 says he was to remove his high priestly garments and 

wrap himself in simple linen … 

 

Q. See the parallel? -- Our high priest, Jesus Christ was also wrapped in simple 

linen.   

 

2. And while the High Priest was in the Holy of Holies, his job was to sprinkle the 

blood of the sacrifice on the Mercy Seat (the flat, top surface of the Ark of the 

Covenant with Cherub statues at either end [Exodus 37]).   
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3. Now we won’t get to the Lord’s resurrection until next week, but we’re going to 

cheat just a bit and look ahead to John chapter 20 so that we can see what Mary 

Magdalene saw as she peeked into the opened tomb that first morning … 

 

11 … Mary was standing outside the tomb weeping; and … as she 

wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb; 12 and she saw two 

angels in white sitting, one at the head and one at the feet, where the 

body of Jesus had been lying. 

 

Picture that with me … see it through Mary’s eyes as she peeks in … we can see 

the tomb with the angels on either side of the rock slab as Mary saw it … but we 

can also see the Ark of the Covenant with its Cherubim statues atop the Mercy 

Seat as the High Priest of old would have seen it.   

 

And just as the High Priests of the Old Testament were to sprinkle the Mercy Seat 

with sacrificial blood … the “Mercy Seat” of Christ’s tomb was sprinkled with 

the blood from His wounds.  The ultimate Sacrificial Lamb.   

 

Not to merely cover up the sins of the Jewish nation for a year, but to take away 

the sins of the world (John 1:29) for eternity.  

 

4. Now the mark of success on the Jewish Day of Atonement was when that High 

Priest emerged from behind that curtain … alive. If the sacrifice had been 

accepted, then the Priest would walk out of the Holy of Holies alive … and can 

you imagine the jubilation that would cause. 

 

And indeed … our High Priest was successful.  He made atonement for us … and He 

proved it by walking out of that tomb … that “Holy of Holies” … with His hands raised 

in victory!   

 

And because of that … we’re forgiven … reunited with God! 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Verse 62-66:  These Jewish leaders are the same men who had falsely accused Jesus 

before His crucifixion and here they are going before Pilate again … and in doing so ... 

they show the depth of their corruption.   

 

Because in Matthew 26:61, we see that this is the same charge that they falsely 

convicted Jesus on.  Except that during His trial they told the court that He’d said, “He 

was going to destroy and rebuild the physical Temple.”   

 

Now they say “Oh wait … we remember now.  He wasn’t talking about the Temple.  He 

was talking about His body … saying that He would come back to life in three days.”   
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And … maybe it’s just me … but it’s always sounded like Pilate spoke these words with 

a smirk on his face. As if he was saying … “Go ahead … do your best to keep Him in 

that grave!”  

 

And they try!  They take the guard that Pilate had placed at their disposal and post them 

in and around the 8,000-pound stone that Joseph and Nicodemus covered the entrance 

with.  

 

And in addition, verse 66 says they “set a seal on the stone” … a cord and wax between 

the wall of the tomb and the stone that covered the entrance … bearing the imprint of an 

official signet ring.  The idea being that any tampering would crack the wax and thereby 

invalidate any nonsense about a resurrection. 

 

But what they failed to take into account was that the Lord’s resurrection wasn’t a trick 

… it was real and to prove it … He didn’t just disappear from the grave … He appeared 

to more than 500 people after His resurrection as we’ll see (1
st
 Corinthians 15:6).   

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  Jesus counsels us to “count the cost”.  If you’re a Christian, just like me … 

you hear that auctioneer’s voice every day.  And each time we hear it … we choose. 

Either we raise our hand and say “Ya … I’ll pay that”, or we look around to see if anyone 

else is going to.   

 

The flip side is that if you don’t hear from the auctioneer on a daily basis … you’re in 

trouble … either you’re not a Christian at all … or you’re such a cheap Christian that the 

Lord’s voice just isn’t getting through any more.   

 

So, if you’re not hearing the auctioneer … become a Christian … a born-again follower 

of Jesus Christ this morning.   

 

And if you are hearing the call … say “Yes” no matter how high the bid.   

 

King David, that great man of God, said “no” to the bid a few times.  And that’s why he 

cried out in … 

 

Psalm 51:12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation And sustain me with a 

willing spirit. 

 

He’s not saying, “restore my salvation”, but “restore [my] joy”.  He’d taken himself out 

of the Holy of Holies as many of us have.  And his prayer here is … “Lord … please 

guide me back in.”  He wanted the peace and joy and contentment restored. 

 

Q. Don’t you? 

 

Say “YES” no matter where the auctioneer’s bid is at!   

 

 


