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As we saw in the previous chapter … man’s heart is a truly vile thing.  And as Paul 

showed us …  the background of our vileness serves to amplifly the purity of God.   

 

In chapter 1, Paul dealt with the unsaved person … buried under the weight of their own 

unrighteousness.   

 

In the first half of chapter 2, he dealt with the self-appointed, self-righteous, judgmental 

legalists whose sins were, at least as deep, as the unrighteous that they pointed at.   

 

And in the second half of chapter 2, he dealt with the super-righteous Jews who thought 

they could earn Heaven by their obedience to the Law. 

 

Now, as we come to chapter 3 … Paul ties up lose ends in a climactic conviction of all 

mankind and then … then finally we come to the good news of God’s plan for the guilty.  

 

But first, he finishes up with the Jews by saying in verse 1 … 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 1-4: Rebuilding some of what’s been torn down, Paul reminds his Jewish readers, 

that they’re still very important and special to God.  Special, not only because they’re 

part of God’s creation, but because, to this day, they have a very special purpose in God’s 

plan.   

 

After all … it was the Jewish people who were entrusted with God’s Word and bringing 

forth the prophets and the Messiah!    

 

Q. Then … Paul answers a question that most thinkers have thought or asked at 

some point … if the Jews are the people of God … who could possibly know better 

about the things of God?  If they’ve been entrusted with the Word of God and the 

raising of the Messiah and so many other things … who could possibly be a better 

barometer of the truth about God? 

 

That’s what he’s getting at in verse 3, when he says, “What then? If some did not 

believe …?”  And the answer is … mankind (Jew, Gentile or extraterrestrial), cannot be 

trusted. 

 

Only God can.  So, no matter who speaks contrary to God … no matter if everybody 

disbelieves … man’s flawed judgments do not change what truth is. As King David 
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confessed … 

 

Psalm 51:4 … You [Oh Lord] are justified when You speak And blameless 

when You judge … 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 5-8:  There’s never a right reason to do the wrong thing!   

 

Romans 8:28 is true … God does “work all things together for good” … but that’s not 

a challenge for us to make a giant mess so that God’s ability to clean up those messes can 

be highlighted.   

 

God doesn’t need our unrighteous help to advertise His righteousness and we get no 

credit for providing a black velvet background to display His shining gems.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 9-18: All mankind is deplorable Paul says … and God agrees … telling us in … 

 

Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately 

sick … 

 

The good news though … is that God’s goodness is infinitely bigger than all of our 

badness.   

 

But the human tendency is to minimize our badness because we’re embarrassed by th 

naked truth of our depravity.   

 

But we must be very careful about that because our righteousness is 100% God … so we 

need to make sure He gets all the credit He’s due.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 19-20:  

 

Q. If there were no speed limits … could you get a speeding ticket? – Nope!  But with 

every law comes the ability to violate it.   

 

So, Paul’s warning the Jews not to become arrogant about their position as the deliverers 

of God’s Law … but, rather to realize that by that Law they, along with all of mankind, 

are pronounced sinful … not justified.   

 

The Law was never meant to save people from their sin, but to make them aware of it.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 21-23:  God is righteous and … man is not!  But in order for man to have 

fellowship with God, he must become righteous.  And that can be accomplished in one of 

two ways: 

 

1. By keeping the Law of God … perfectly (no stray thoughts or impure motives -- 

ever), or …  

2. By simply accepting the finished work of Christ as our righteousness.   
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But before you choose … consider again what Paul says in verse 23 … all have sinned 

and fall short.  None of us can live up to the righteous standard of perfection.  Those 

outside of the Law … those under the Law … Gentiles and Jews, men, women and 

children … all have sinned and fall short of God’s standard.   

 

Still … there will always be some who will try to defend themselves and claim to be a 

“good person”.  To live by the Golden Rule and be nice to animals etc….  But that’s not 

even on the scale of God’s goodness.   

 

The word “sin” in the Greek is hamartia (ham-ar-tee'-ah) … an archery term that literally 

means “to miss the mark” and written in the present continuous tense.   

 

The idea is of an archer with an endless supply of arrows.  He grabs the first arrow and 

lines up his shot … releases … and the arrow pierces the very center of the bull’s eye.  A 

perfect shot … no sin.  He grabs the second arrow and again … dead center … another 

perfect shot.  And a third and a fourth and a fifth … perfect.   

 

Now, even five perfect shots might be a bit of a stretch, but don’t forget that this is 

written in the present continuous tense.  It goes on and on and on.  The archer never gets 

to stop shooting and it only takes one arrow outside of that red bull’s eye and Heaven for 

him is a lost hope.   

 

And it makes no difference why he missed!  God makes no distinction! 

 

Q. Maybe it was an equipment malfunction? – Guilty! 

 

Q. Maybe the wind blew it off course? – Guilty! 

 

Q. Maybe he hit the bull’s eye, but was confused and shooting at he wrong target? – 

Guilty!  

 

Q. Maybe it’s one of a thousand other excuses that we might come up with? – Guilty!   

 

Those arrows represent every thought … every vision … every word and every deed … 

from our first breath of life to our last.   

 

And if even one of those is imperfect … that trap door opens and there’s no return … no 

second chances … no do-overs.   

 

That’s hamartia (ham-ar-tee'-ah) and that’s why Paul is so confident when he says here, 

“… all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God …” 

 

Our hope is singular … and that is, that through faith … the righteousness that belongs to 

Christ will be imparted to us for the asking.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Verses 24-26:  Paul stated back in verse 20 … that by the works of the Law no flesh will 

be justified.  Now he finishes the story … justification is a gift, graciously offered by the 

shed blood of … take note in verse 25 … by the blood of God … shed from the body of 

Jesus Christ.   

 

The word “justified” in verse 24 is like harmatia in verse 23, is written in the present 

continual tense.  It’s an ongoing outpouring for us.  As we sit here right now … Christ is 

justifying us.  “Justification” [dikaioo (dik-ah-yo'-o)], is a legal term that means to be 

declared righteous as though you had never sinned.   

 

There’s a true story about the car manufacturer, Rolls Royce that illustrates this so well 

(If you’re not familiar with Rolls Royce, let me just offer this … their base model starts at 

three quarter’s a million dollars) … 

 

As the story goes … a very wealthy man went to tour France and purchased a top 

of the line Rolls and had it shipped there from England.  He picked up the car and 

immediately took off on his tour, but it broke down the very same day.   

 

So, he called Rolls Royce and explained that he had just purchased this top-of-

the-line car from them and that it was now broken down.  They assured him that 

they would be there as quickly as possible and within an hour a team of Rolls 

Royce mechanics were flown in to take care of this wealthy man’s car.  An entire 

team descended on the vehicle and had him up and running in very short order.  

He was very impressed, and he finished his tour.   

 

After he returned to the States and sometime had gone by … he still hadn’t 

received a bill for the repairs and since he was expecting a pretty hefty one for an 

entire mechanical team to be flown in … he called Rolls Royce and inquired 

about the bill.  “What bill?”, the man on the other end of the phone asked.  “The 

bill for the repairs you made on my Rolls Royce there in France.” … to which, the 

Rolls representative replied … “Sir, we have no record of any repairs ever being 

required nor performed on any Rolls Royce … ever!”   

 

That’s “justification” … just as if it had never broken down.  To be declared righteous as 

though you had never sinned. 

 

Another story … 

 

Back in the early 1990’s a man in Tyler, Texas named Robert Hardy … was a 

midnight snacker.  He often get out of bed in the middle of the night craving 

something and headed off to the refrigerator.  But one particular night as he was 

stumbling down the hall, past the nursery where his infant son slept … he noticed 

that the door (which was usually pulled to, but not shut) was about halfway open. 

 

Thinking that to be a little odd, he poked his head in to check on the boy and saw 

the bassinet … tipped over … on its side with no sign of the baby. 
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His first thought was that his wife had the baby so he ran back to the bedroom, 

but his wife was sound asleep and the baby was not with her.   

 

He then ran down the stairs and was horrified at what he saw … his 12-foot 

python that he kept caged in the den was lying in the middle of his living room 

floor with a giant lump in his midsection.   

 

Overcome with rage, he ran to the back porch, grabbed a splitting maul and 

chopped the python to pieces.   

 

Mr. Hardy was so enraged that he didn’t give a second thought to killing his pet 

python in such a grotesque way.  Sadly … shortly thereafter … he was admitted to 

a mental institution because of his inability to cope with what had happened to his 

son.   

 

Now … apart from some ultra-wacky animal rights activists … I doubt any of us would 

condemn Mr. Hardy for what he did.  We can understand the anger he must have felt in 

that moment as he considered all the suffering the snake’s actions had caused his son and 

would cause him and his family. 

 

Q. Which makes you wonder … why so many, otherwise sane people, claim to be 

perplexed by the wrath of God? -- We love to hear about the promises of God.  We 

love talking about His grace and His mercy and His love, but His wrath is not a popular 

topic.   

 

In fact, avoiding the topics of judgment and wrath is a major theme in many of today’s 

user-friendly churches … and they draw big crowds.   

 

But God’s wrath is just!   

 

Q. Now … a related question that gets a lot of attention and perplexes many … why 

does God allow horrible things to go on in the first place?  Why do pythons eat 

babies and people murder each other? – Always remember that the world that we live 

in is under the management of Satan.  He doesn’t own it, but he does run it.   

 

In John 14:30, Jesus calls Satan “the ruler of this world” and in 1st John 5:19, we’re 

told that this “whole world lies [under His] power …”.   

 

Q. But why?  Why would God give the controls of this world over to Satan? -- The 

answer is … He didn’t.  God didn’t give the controls of this world over to Satan … man 

did.   

 

Q. Do you remember what God said to man back in Genesis 1:28 … before the fall? 

-- That’s where He gave the world to man.  He instructed that man should rule over … 

and subdue the earth.   
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Q. But what happened? -- Man sold this world to Satan for one piece of forbidden fruit 

(Genesis 3:6).   

 

So, the current condition of this world was never God’s desire or doing … it was man’s.   

 

Q. But God will judge this world with perfect righteousness in what Revelation calls 

the Great Tribulation … because you know what God is? -- God is … a loving and 

passionate Father who’s found the bassinet turned over.   

 

So, we find here two specific things that the blood of Christ offers us: 

 

1.  Justification and … 

2. Propitiation. 

 

We’ve already talked about “justification” … dikaioo (dik-ah-yo'-o) … the legal term for 

innocent or just as if it never happened.   

 

Which brings us to the word “propitiation” … hilasterion (hil-as-tay'-ree-on) in the Greek 

… it means to turn wrath to cheer.   

 

Here’s an example from Luke 18 … 

 

Luke 18:10 "Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 

the other a tax collector.  11 "The Pharisee stood and was praying this to 

himself: 'God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, 

adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  12 'I fast twice a week; I pay tithes 

of all that I get.'  13 "But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was 

even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, 

saying, 'God, be merciful to me, the sinner!'  14 "I tell you, this man went to 

his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will 

be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted." 

 

As the tax collector beat his breast … realizing what a snake he was, he cried out, “God, 

be merciful to me, the sinner!”  And the word translated “merciful” there is hilasterion 

(hil-as-tay'-ree-on) … to turn God’s wrath to cheer.  As the Lord says … that “man went 

to his house justified” … just as if he’d never sinned. 

 

Then in verse 24 of this morning’s text, we have the word, “redemption”.  Now in the 

Greek language, there are three words that would all be translated “redeemed” in English 

… and that can help us understand the depth of verse 24. 

 

The first word is agorozo.  In every Greek city of Paul’s day, in the center of the city was 

an agora.  Not unlike our flea markets of today, except that one of the primary 

commodities of any agora was slaves.  But whether it was a slave or a basket of fruit … 

the transaction by which things were purchased (or redeemed) was known as agorozo.   
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But that’s not the term that’s used in our text this morning.   

 

Another Greek term that gets translated, “redeemed” is exagorozo.   Exagorozo, still 

means to purchase, but unlike agorozo … exagorozo, means to purchase and never return. 

  

See … it wasn’t unusual for a farmer or rancher to purchase a slave for a specific job or 

season and then simply return them to the agora and put them back up on the auction 

block when that job was completed.   

 

But under the provisions of an exagorozo contract, you couldn’t do that. When an 

exagorozo contract was entered … it was permanent.  It could not be altered or changed.  

 

But again … that’s not the word used in this morning’s text.   

 

The word that’s used here in verse 24 is the Greek word apolutrosis (ap-ol-oo'-tro-sis) … 

a different type of transaction altogether.   

 

(ap-ol-oo'-tro-sis) meant that you would go to the agora and enter an exagorozo type of 

contract, but in the case of apolutrosis (ap-ol-oo'-tro-sis) … not only was it a legal 

purchase or redemption … and not only was it a permanent and irrevocable transaction, 

but the apolutrosis (ap-ol-oo'-tro-sis) contract was entered into for the specific purpose of 

setting that slave free.   

 

It was a permanent and irrevocable contract entered for the expressed purpose of setting 

that slave free … permanently.  Which is what Jesus said in … 

 

John 8:36 … if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 27-30: Paul’s saying … it must be by faith that man is justified.  It cannot be by 

works or obedience to the Law because God has offered justification (salvation), not only 

to the Jews, but also to the Gentiles.   

 

And if that’s the case … faith, not works must be the requirement because no Law or 

requirement of works was ever even given to the Gentiles.   

 

Justification (salvation) is given by the grace of God in response to our faith in Christ … 

completely and totally independent of any claim to goodness that we might make. So, all 

boasting in ourselves is excluded.    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 31: The charge is that Christianity nullifies the Law.  That because Christianity is 

based on faith alone … it nullifies the Law.  But Paul says, “No … it’s just the opposite.” 

 

The Law was sent, not to save, but to bring awareness of sin.  And Christians, above all 

others, prove that the Law did exactly what it was sent to do.  Christ established … not 

nullified the Law.   
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Christians, by their confession of need for The Savior, acknowledge and confirm that the 

Law of God fulfilled its purpose perfectly.   

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: We’re all sinners … and we’re all condemned. Too often we think of 

ourselves as the innocent baby eaten by the python. We consider ourselves to be victims 

of sin … which we are, but we’re not just victims of the python … frequently … we are 

the python!   

 

We’ve devoured our own babies … literally and spiritually … and the Father is, 

understandably, angry.  

 

We’ve all missed the mark and therefore, have two problems: 

 

1. Because we’ve violated the Law … the due penalty must be paid … we need a 

justifier to satisfy the Law, just as if we’d never violated it.   

 

2. Our second problem … is God’s righteous anger.  Much like the grieving father 

who chopped up the python, something had to be done to appease the righteous 

anger of our loving Father … something had to be done …  

 

Q. So, what did He do? -- He turned the splitting maul … on Himself in the person of 

Jesus Christ.   

 

As the prophet Isaiah said, “… the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on 

Him”.  Propitiation has been made … that which turns wrath into cheer.   

 

 


