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Chapter 9 marks a shift in subject matter for Paul.  Chapters 1-8 are largely centered 

around the practical “aspects” of obtaining salvation, while chapters 12-16 deal 

primarily with the practical “application” of that salvation.  

 

But in the three chapters between … chapters 9-11, Paul deals with the question of the 

Jewish nation.  Not a surprising ratio … remembering that the Roman church that he’s 

writing to was 90% Gentile and 10% converted Jew.   

 

See the Jews had been tripped up because for hundreds of years they thought they had 

religion all wrapped up and figured out, but when the year 30 A.D. rolled around, a 

character by the name of John the Baptist came on the scene … and his message was 

even stranger than his camel’s hair dress and his diet of locus (Matthew 3:4).   

 

He came saying that the Kingdom of God was at hand and for the Jew that meant that the 

long-awaited Messiah was at hand.  But then the trip up … Jesus Christ, a lowly 

carpenter from the even more lowly town of Nazareth.   

 

They were, to say the least, confused.  Part of the reason for their confusion stemmed 

from poor leadership and part of it was from atrocious exposition of the scripture.  See … 

they’d been fed line after line of unbiblical expectations about the coming Messiah … so 

when Jesus didn’t fit that mold … they essentially dismissed Him and so began a futile 

waiting game that continues to this day.       

 

Listen to what God said to the Israelites back in … 

 

Exodus 19:5 '… if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then 

you shall be My own possession among all the peoples … 6 and you shall be 

to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. …" 

 

But, in Matthew 21, God, the Son said to that same nation … 

 

Verse 43 "… the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 

people, producing the fruit of it. 

 

And in Peter’s 1
st
 Epistle He pronounced the fulfillment of that prophecy when he said 

to the Gentile church … 
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1
st
 Peter 2:9 … you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A 

HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you 

may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into 

His marvelous light; 10 for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are 

THE PEOPLE OF GOD … 

 

So now with that background … let’s dive in with … 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 1-3:  At first you wonder why Paul’s so emphatic about the honesty of his 

statement until you realize the magnitude of what he’s saying.  Boiled down, it’s this … 

“I would willingly burn in Hell for all eternally if it meant that my fellow Jews would 

come to know Christ Jesus.”   

 

I consider myself a fairly passionate person.  And I really do love intensely, but I’m not 

sure I could or would make such an offer toward, even the ones I love the most, much 

less, a nation of people I didn’t personally know and yet had rejected me.  

 

These people had lied about Paul … they had him unjustly imprisoned, not to mention, 

stoned and left for dead. So, ya Paul … if you want me to believe what you’re saying, 

you’re gonna have to convince me.   

 

On one occasion, the prophet Samuel was intensely angry with Israelites over the 

rebellious lives they were living.  And he said this … 

 

1st Samuel 12:23 far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by 

ceasing to pray for you  

 

The story’s been told of a man who traveled from Montana to New York City.  And as he 

was going into his hotel, a woman was coming in just behind him, so he held the door 

open for her as was his custom.  But as she walked through the door, she turned and with 

an indignant expression on her face, said … “You don’t have to open the door for me just 

because I’m a lady”.  The man contemplated for a moment and then responded, “I’m not 

opening the door because you’re a lady … I’m opening it because I’m a gentleman.”   

 

We can’t control what other people do or how they think or how they respond, but we can 

control ourselves (Galatians 5:23).   

 

If you’re a Christian … pray for the people around you … not because they deserve it … 

but simply because you’re a Christian.   

 

In-fact … today would be a great day for you to pray blessings upon those who’ve, in 

some way made your life difficult or that you’ve been harboring ill will toward or hard 

feelings against.   

 

But back to Paul … because of the message that he’s about to deliver to his countrymen, 

it’s understandable that he felt compelled to express his love for them in such graphic 
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terms.   

 

Because the message is this … 

 

By God’s sovereign choice, the Jews are God’s chosen people, but for a season … 

they’re being set aside as a nation.  At the time of Paul’s writing and on through to this 

day … the Jews do not possess a favored nation status, as it were.   

 

That means, and what Paul’s sincerely expressing is, that if a Jewish person wants to 

come to the Lord, they must do so just as a Gentile would … through the person of Christ 

Jesus.   

 

Now let me make this clear … this is not a statement in support of the heretical doctrine 

called Replacement Theology.  This is not telling us that the Gentile church has eternally 

replaced the Jews as God’s chosen people.   

 

As we’ll see in chapters 10 and 11 of Romans and then smattered throughout the book 

of Revelation … the Lord’s not finished with the Jews.  He has however, placed them on 

the back burner … to simmer during this season of time known as the Church-Age.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses (re-read verse 3) 4-5:  Paul highlights here the God-given Jewish privileges and 

honor.   

 They’d been entrusted with the temple service and with the Law of God.   

 It was the Jews who were invited to enter into the covenant agreements 

with the Lord.  They’d been given the honor of being the birth nation of 

the Messiah and … 

 It was the Jews, who, above all others, were blessed as the original 

children of God.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 6-13:  So, there’s a physical Israel and a there’s a spiritual Israel.  As Paul says 

here, “Not everyone who calls themselves an Israelite is in-fact an Israelite”.   

 

Remember that “Israel” means governed by God, but certainly not everyone who calls 

themselves an Israelite is in fact, governed by God just as not everyone who calls 

themselves a “Christian” is Christ-like.   

 

So, here’s the key to what Paul’s saying here, despite God’s choice of the Israelite 

nation as His ambassadors to the world, God will never give up His sovereignty.  And 

as examples of that, he reminds us of Isaac and Ishmael and Jacob and Esau.   
 

Isaac, remember was the promised son, while Ishmael was Abraham and Sarah’s attempt 

at playing God.  Ishmael was a work of their flesh and as such was not recognized by 

God (Genesis 22:2).   

 

And then we have Jacob and Esau … an often misunderstood, example … 

 



 4 

The first Old Testament quote here is in verses 12 & 13, and it comes from Genesis 

chapter 25.  God was speaking to Rebekah, the mother of Jacob and Esau, just before 

they were born.   

 

It’s a sovereign statement, but it’s not a judgment based on the good or bad works of 

these twins since they were not yet even out of the womb.  But in that conversation, God 

speaks prophetically to Rebekah … saying … 

 

Genesis 25:23 "Two nations are in your womb; And two peoples will be 

separated from your body; And one people shall be stronger than the other; 

And the older shall serve the younger." 
 

Now note with me … both from the context of what the Lord said and as you consider the 

Biblical history of the two nations He’s referring to [Israel and Edom as well as a 

smattering of other, non-Jewish Arab nations] … this prophecy deals only with the 

earthly positions and functions of these two babies … it says nothing of their spiritual 

condition or eternal destination.   

 

But the second quote, in verse 13, comes from the book of Malachi (1:21) … a book 

written about 1,500 hundred years after the time of Jacob and Esau.   

 

That means that when God said … JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I HATED (or more 

literally, that I “loved less”), He did so only after Esau had made all of his life choices 

and had left a trail of ungodliness all along the way.   

 

God sovereignly chose the life roles of Jacob and Esau.  But we cannot charge that any 

role God might choose for an individual, would force them into a life of ungodliness.   

 

It was the choices that Esau made within his life role that caused God to look upon him 

with less favor than his brother Jacob.   

 

And that’s a message that’s consistent with what Jesus said to the Jewish religious leaders 

in … 

 

John 8:39 If you are Abraham's children, do the deeds of Abraham. 

 

But this brings up another issue, at least, in my mind … 

 

Q. Is such a thing still true for us today? -- On this side of the cross, does God still 

view individuals in such relative ways? -- I would submit … that the answer is “No”.   

 

Remember that Paul’s referring to Old Testament Jews, but in the New Testament 

Covenant of Luke 22:20, we learn something different.   

 

Galatians 3 tells us that … 
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There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is 

neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you 

belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs according to 

promise. (verses 28-29) 

 

Yet one more reason to be thankful for the cross.  As hard as it is for us to understand, 

God assures us that His love is absolutely unconditional.  It is agapy.  Good or bad … 

God loves us all the same.   

 

I know that for a lot of people, the words of verse 13 here are a stumbling block.  Just the 

phrase, “Esau I hated” is a problem for some.  But if you sit down and think it through 

with your spiritual cap on …  

 

Q. The really perplexing question isn’t how God could hate Esau, but how He could 

love Jacob, the heal snatcher and deceiver?  The real mind-stumper is that He loves 

me, the murder and adulterer and He loves you the thief and liar? 

 

That’s the really perplexing truth.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 14-18: Another example of God’s sovereignty … Paul’s reminding us that God’s 

love and grace and mercy aren’t based on man’s will or the speed with which we run 

from Him or to Him … His love and grace and mercy are based on His sovereign will. 

 

Now you might initially think, “That’s not fair”, but before you run with that thought … 

let me remind you that not a single one of us deserves His love.  Not a single one of us 

deserves His grace or His mercy.   

 

We all deserve to burn in Hell forever, so the fact the you have Heaven ahead of you (if 

you’re a Christian here this morning) is more than enough cause to praise the fact that He 

exercises sovereignty over His grace and mercy.   

 

Then Paul brings up what Pastor Scott covered for us just a short time ago during our 

Wednesday night study; the Pharaoh of Egypt and how God hardened his heart.   

 

If you weren’t here and you’re rusty on the story … you can read it in its entirety in 

Exodus chapters 4-14.   

 

But what’s particularly relevant to our discussion this morning, is that … ten times in the 

Exodus story, God said of Pharaoh, “I will harden his heart”, or in the Hebrew; chazaq 

(khaw-zak').  It’s a root-word that means to fasten upon or to cause to be strong.    

 

But that same Exodus story also tells us that ten times … Pharaoh hardened his own 

heart … and it’s the same root-word chazaq (khaw-zak'). 

 

But … immediately after each of the ten times that God said I “will harden” his heart is 

the suffix 'eth (ayth).  And it modifies the root by adding to the meaning … that it’s being 



 6 

used in the demonstrative sense.  In other words, the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart was 

accomplished to demonstrate God … not to curse Pharaoh!    

 

But in the ten places where scripture says that Pharaoh hardened his own heart it’s simply 

chazaq (khaw-zak') with no suffix to modify it.  So, what we see, is not God putting 

something foreign into the heart of Pharaoh, but simply affirming what Pharaoh himself 

insisted on.   

 

God always retains His sovereignty!  And as a part of that … He retains the right to use 

His creation as He sees fit and knows best.   

 

We have a great example of this in John 9, when the Lord’s disciples came and asked … 

 

… "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born 

blind?"  Jesus answered, "It was neither that this man sinned, nor his 

parents; but it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.  

(verses 2-3) 

 

Q. But still … we’re prone to ask … why would God do such a thing to a young man 

who’d done no extraordinary wrong?  Why would He do it to Ishmael or Esau or 

Pharaoh? – The answer is singular … for God to demonstrate Himself to a world that 

has no other hope.  He did it … to send a message of His sovereignty and love to a lost 

world.   

 

And He’ll, no doubt, do it again, for the sake of future generations if He tarries.  He could 

sovereignly choose tomorrow … to use you or me as His instrument of revelation … and 

that’s not always a flattering us in the earthly sense.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 19-21: Paul’s initial question is … 

 

Q. If God makes us the way He wants us made and uses for His purposes … how 

can He still hold us responsible for our actions? -- Good question, but not the right 

question.   

 

It’s a good question because it anticipates that many of us are probably thinking 

something similar.  But it’s the wrong question because it’s based on an erroneous 

assumption … the assumption that God controls our every move and thought, which is 

not true.   

 

Deuteronomy 30:19 "I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, 

that I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. So choose 

life in order that you may live, you and your descendants, 20 by loving the 

LORD your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is 

your life and the length of your days 

 

By an act of God’s sovereign will … He’s granted man free will to choose the paths of 
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this life and the destiny of the next.   

 

It’s true that God chooses each person’s parents and therefore the setting of their life and 

He chooses the gifts and abilities that are invested in each individual, but what we do 

with those things is our choice.   

 

The thing is though … whether God makes you a billionaire or a pauper … a musical 

giant or a musical illiterate … a TEN in the looks department or covers you with 

birthmarks … all of those things, given by God are given to be returned as an offering to 

Him.  

 

And NO position or talent is more capable than another of bringing glory to His name.   

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  No doubt about it … God is sovereign … not just over the Jews, but over 

all of us.  

 

The story’s been told of … 

 

Two Navy battleships assigned to a training squadron.  They’d been at sea on 

maneuvers in heavy weather for several days.  Visibility was poor with patchy fog 

… so the captain of the first battleship remained on the bridge keeping an eye out 

for trouble.   

 

Shortly after dark, the lookout on the wing of the bridge reported, “Light, bearing 

on the starboard bow.”  “Is it steady or moving astern?” the captain asked.  The 

lookout replied, “Steady captain.” That indicated that they were on a dangerous 

collision course with another ship.   

 

The captain then called to the signalman, “Signal that ship: We are on a collision 

course.  Advise you change course 20 degrees.” 

 

Back came the signal, “Advisable for you to change course 20 degrees.”  The 

captain said, “Send: I’m a captain, change course 20 degrees.” 

 

“I’m a seaman second class,” came the reply.  “change course 20 degrees 

immediately.” 

 

By this time the captain was furious.  He spat out, “Send: I’m a battleship.  

change course 20 degrees.”  Back came the flashing message: “I’m a 

lighthouse.”  …  

 

The captain changed course!  

 

Our sovereign and merciful God is the lighthouse.  By Him we’re led and by Him our 

course is set and praises to Him … He will not move (Hebrews 13:8).   
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That means that it’s our course that must be adjusted based on the instructions He issues.  

Our safety, well-being and joy depend on it.   

 


