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This morning, we’re going to look at Romans 9, 10 and 11 as a package because they’re 

so intricately linked.  

 

Chapter 9 looks at God’s past dealings with, and election of, Israel.   

 

Chapter 10 is all about God’s present-day dealings with Israel as well as their 

rejection of Him.   

 

Chapter 11 talks about how God will be dealing with, and using, Israel in the 

future … along with their recognition of Him and His salvation of them. 

 

Collectively then, these three chapters are all about God’s relationship to the Jewish 

nation.  But there’s no way that we could exhaust that topic in one morning, so in your 

bulletin is a list of passages that would be worth looking up if it’s something you want a 

better, more complete, understanding of.   

 

Now … one of the challenges that we’re going to run into is how to view the Jewish 

rejection of the Messiah.   

 

Q. Is it divinely endorsed deception or is it rebellion?  

 

In the book of Isaiah, speaking of, and to, the Jewish nation, God says this … 

 

65:2 "I have spread out My hands all day long to a rebellious people, Who 

walk in the way which is not good, following their own thoughts, 3 A people 

who continually provoke Me to My face, Offering sacrifices in gardens and 

burning incense on bricks; 4 Who sit among graves and spend the night in 

secret places; Who eat swine's flesh, And the broth of unclean meat is in their 

pots. 5 "Who say, 'Keep to yourself, do not come near me, For I am holier 

than you!' … 

 

And the entire book of Hosea is an allegory with Hosea playing the symbolic role of God 

and Gomer, his wife … the part of the Jewish people.  Gomer was a prostitute who would 

not stop selling herself, even after she married Hosea.  

 

The summary of the book is Hosea’s love for, and marriage to, Gomer … her persistent 

unfaithfulness … and Gomer’s ultimate redemption as a symbol of the redemption of the 
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Jewish people.   

 

And as we consider passages like that, we might be tempted to scold the Jews as stubborn 

and ungrateful, but we need to be mindful of the totality of the scripture.  I think of 

passages like the one John recorded in the 12
th

 chapter of his gospel. He’s talking here 

about the Jewish nation’s response to Christ and says this … 

 

John 12:37 But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet 

they were not believing in Him. 38 This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the 

prophet which he spoke: "LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT? 

AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF THE LORD BEEN REVEALED?" 

39 For this reason they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, 40 "HE HAS 

BLINDED THEIR EYES AND HE HARDENED THEIR HEART, SO 

THAT THEY WOULD NOT SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND PERCEIVE 

WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE CONVERTED AND I HEAL THEM." …  

42 Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him … 

 

Q. So which is it … we’re they just rebellious or did God spiritually blind them so 

that they could not see, believe and be saved? – And the answer is “YES!” 

 

Like all of us, they we’re rebellious, but as Isaiah says … God did, indeed spiritually 

blind them.   

 

So let’s see then what help Paul gives us her in Romans to better understand this … 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

9:1-21:  We covered these verses last week, in some detail simply because there are 

some frequently misunderstood truths in them, so if you weren’t here and want to get in 

on that … it’s all recorded on our website.   

 

But ss I told you then, the collective message is that God is sovereign, and He will not 

surrender that sovereignty to anyone.  God is God! He needs no one’s permission nor 

assistance and He owes no one an explanation of His actions.   

 

Never-the-less, the remainder of these three chapters are pretty much and underserved 

explanation of His actions with regard to Israel. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

9:22-29: There have been many people throughout history who’ve made choices contrary 

to God and He has, as a result of those choices, used them as a backdrop to reveal 

Himself to others.  Often with the intent of compelling others, like us, to make better 

choices.    

 

Q. But now Paul poses a follow-up question … “What if someone chose contrary to 

God, but rather than using that person as a backdrop against which to reveal His 

wrath and power, God used them as a vessel to display His mercy”?  -- Because in 

verses 23 and 24, Paul says that that’s exactly what God’s done with us … as His 

church. 
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The bottom line is that one way or another … God will be glorified!  When we make a 

choice that’s contrary to His will … He may use that as a backdrop to display His power 

or as a backdrop to display His grace, but either way … He retains His sovereignty and 

He is glorified.  

 

Now Paul introduces us to, what God repeatedly refers to as, “The Remnant” … 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

9:30-10:13: As you know, in times past, the Jews offered animal sacrifices to cover their 

sins, but today … they don’t even have a Temple in which to offer sacrifices.   

 

Q. So, what can they do about their sin? -- Christ is our sacrifice and provides for us 

forgiveness and salvation, but since the Jews don’t nationally accept Jesus and since 

they can’t currently offer animal sacrifices … what do they do about their sin? -- For 

today’s Jew it comes down to the hope that their good deeds outweigh their bad deeds. 

 

The holiday of Yom Kippur was established as a day of animal sacrifice (Leviticus 16 & 

Numbers 29), but today it’s celebrated as a day of reflection.  On Yom Kippur today, the 

faithful Jew will reflect on their deeds over the last 360 days … measuring good against 

bad and hoping for a favorable outcome!   

 

So, the Gentile church obtains righteousness by faith.  But, having rejected Jesus, the 

Jews can only strive to achieve it by their deeds.   

 

But in verse 4, Paul expresses the futility of that … when he says … “Christ has brought 

an end to righteousness by any and all human effort”.  The Jews, by their endless rituals 

and good works are knocking on a door that’s been shut and bolted.  There is no salvation 

behind it.   

 

Q. So, where then is salvation found for the Jew today? -- The same place salvation’s 

found for us … just as explained in verses 9-13.  

 

Look again at verse 10.  It’s speaking of a person who “believes” … not just one who 

holds a certain set of beliefs.  It can’t be talking about some mere intellectual 

understanding, because it says that it must be done with the heart … not the head.  And it 

says that doing that … results in righteousness. 

 

But then it goes on to say that by the confession of our mouth … we are saved.  When we 

believe with our hearts … our lives change in the direction of righteousness … beginning 

with the confession of our mouths.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

10:14-21:  So anyone … all people, who call on the name of the Lord will be saved, but 

then Paul expresses a series of concerns: 

 

 1. Q. How will they believe? 

 2. Q. How will they hear? 
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 3. Q. Who will tell them? 

4. Q. And … how will they receive what they’re told? 

 

He then follows this list of concerns with a startling truth.  It’s in verse 18 where he says 

… the whole earth already knows!  They all know that Christ is Lord.   

 

Q. How could they? -- Because His creation declares it.   

 

Q.  Remember how … at the Lord’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the crowds had 

lined the roadway leading into the city and they were waiving Palm branches and 

shouting “Hosanna” (which means save us now)? -- And as the Pharisees were trying 

to hush the crowd, Jesus interrupted them with this amazing statant …  

 

Luke 19:40 … "I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out!" 

 

If there’s no human voice to do it … nature itself will take up the cry.   

 

King David put it this way in Psalm 19 … 

 

1 The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring 

the work of His hands.  2 Day to day pours forth speech, And night to night 

reveals knowledge.  …  4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And 

their utterances to the end of the world. … 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

11:1-10:  

 

Q. Do you remember when Paul got permission from the commander in Acts 21 to 

speak to the crowd of Jews from the barrack’s steps in Jerusalem?  He was so 

confident that they would believe.  He thought … “If I could just tell them how Jesus 

fulfills the Old Testament prophecies … surely, they’ll believe.”   

 

The Apostle Paul was one of the greatest evangelists of all time … and the commander 

gave him the chance he so desperately wanted.   

 

Q. So, what happened? -- The scripture says that… 

 

Acts 22:22 they raised their voices and said, "Away with such a fellow from 

the earth, for he should not be allowed to live!"  

 

It was as if they’d been spiritually blinded to the truth!  And, in fact, they had. Their 

rejection was supernatural … and it still is.   

 

Never-the-less, there is a remnant.   

 

Q. Did you know that there are no Biblical examples of God doing His work 

through a majority? -- It’s always through a minority … a remnant.  
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Judges chapter 7 gives us one example of this in the battle between the Midianites and 

the men with Gideon.   

 

Originally it was 192,000 Midianites versus 32,000 men with Gideon, but God said, 

“That’s too many men Gideon.  If you go to battle with that many men, people my think 

you won by military might.”   

 

So, Gideon trimmed his army down to 10,000, but God said, “That’s still too many.”  

And God wasn’t satisfied until the number got down to 300 … 300 versus 192,000 and 

then He says, “Now that’s a remnant I can work with Gideon. ” 

 

Q. So, who’s this Jewish Remnant that Paul speaks of? -- Some say it’s the 144 

thousand Jews of Revelation 7, but personally, it looks to me like Paul ‘s presenting 

himself, in verse 1, as a member of this Remnant which would mean that the Remnant 

are the minority of Jewish believers who have always existed.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

11:11-24: Many times, Paul tried to reject his calling to the Gentiles because of his love 

for his fellow Jews.  But each time he tried to turn away from the Gentiles and minister to 

the Jews … he met with stiff resistance … often in the form of stones and prisons.   

 

And finally, Paul came to realize that God’s plan was right all along.  And as he began to 

fulfill his ministry to the Gentiles in earnest … he began to see a harvest … and that … 

that got the attention of the Jews and it provoked them to Jealousy.  Perfect! 

 

That’s the same thing that’s described in the story of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15 and it’s 

the same thing that happens around us when we’re walking in the peace and joy of Jesus.   

 

God’s plan of provoking others to jealousy can be a very good thing … as long as it’s 

Spirit led.   

 

Which is why Paul warns us not to become conceited over what we have.  It’s all an 

undeserved gift.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

11:25-36: God’s not finished with the Jewish nation! They remain the Apple of His eye 

(Zechariah 2:8).  

 

In Zechariah 12:10, God says this … 

 

"I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 

the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom 

they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only 

son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a 

firstborn. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: Let’s close this morning with a word picture from Mark chapter 6.  Jesus 
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had just fed the multitude and as He and His disciples were drawing away for prayer … it 

says this … 

 

Mark 6:45 … Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him 

to the other side to Bethsaida, while He Himself was sending the crowd away. 

46 After bidding them farewell, He left for the mountain to pray. 

 

So, Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go to the other side of the lake … 

implying that … they didn’t want to go.  Otherwise it would say, He allowed them, but it 

says, “He made them”, while He went up on the mountain to pray.   

 

Then, if you skip down to verse 48, it says that the disciples were straining at the oars 

because they were facing a strong headwind.  And were told that they rowed against that 

headwind until the fourth watch of the night.  That means they’d been hard at the oars for 

about 9 hours at that point and they were only halfway to the far shore.   

 

No doubt, they were completely exhausted … it was after 3 in the morning.    

 

But here’s what I really want you to ponder with me … Jesus had specifically sent them 

into that situation.   

 

Q. Did He know there was going to be a strong headwind? -- Sure did … in fact, He 

created it.   

 

Q. So why would He do that? -- I have no idea! Perhaps to teach them the lesson on His 

sufficiency.  Perhaps to build their faith.  Perhaps some faraway, unrelated purpose.  We 

just can’t say with certainty.   

 

But what we can say for sure is that God specifically and intentionally sent them into this 

very difficult situation.  

 

But there are few things that we need to notice here: 

 

1.  First notice in Mark 6:48 that Jesus actually watched His disciples straining 

and struggling against the wind.  He watched them the whole time.  They couldn’t 

see Him, but His divine eyes were never off of them.  

 

But despite His observing their struggle … He waited on the mountain.   

 

2.  Read verse 48 again with me … 

 

Mark 6:48 … about the fourth watch of the night He came to them, 

walking on the sea; and He intended to pass by them. 

 

He wasn’t even going to stop.  And He did the same thing in Luke 24:28 as He 

was on the Road to Emmaus with two unaware disciples after His resurrection.  



 7 

As they approached the village where they were going … Jesus acted like He was 

going on further.  

 

So, both on the Sea of Galilee and on the Road to Emmaus, the Lord revealed 

Himself, but then waited for the disciples to cry out.  He waited for them to ask. 

 

3.  And lastly, look at … 

 

Mark 6:51 … He got into the boat with them, and the wind stopped; 

and they were utterly astonished, 52 for they had not gained any 

insight from the incident of the loaves, but their heart was hardened. 

 

So, this hardening of the Jewish heart that God prescribed all the way back in 

Isaiah, obviously applied even to the Lord’s Jewish disciples.   

 

It didn’t prevent them from coming to Him or even from receiving salvation, but 

it did … and it does … make their coming to the Lord, much like rowing into a 

strong headwind.  

 

The Lord has knowingly and purposefully sent the Jewish nation into a difficult situation. 

They face a strong headwind … but don’t interpret that as Him abandoning them.  His 

eyes are, and always will be, upon them … yet He waits for them to cry out.   

 

So, Here’s the summary: 

 

1.  God chose the Jews as His instruments and that calling is irrevocable.   

 

2.  As a nation, the Jews were disobedient and obstinate.  And, in that state, God 

hardened them.  Their blindness to the Lord Jesus is not an unbreachable barrier 

(which is why He calls their blindness and the hardening of their heart, “partial”), 

but it is very real, and it is God imposed.   

 

3.  The reason God blinded them is because if He hadn’t, they would never have 

crucified Jesus and without the shedding of His blood … there could be no 

forgiveness of sin for them or us.   

 

4.  And the real beauty and brilliance of God’s way is that … He used their 

blindness to make salvation available to us and now He uses our salvation to 

provoke them to jealousy and their jealousy to drive them to salvation. 

 

 

 


