
 1 

2nd Timothy 

Chapter 1:8-18 
“Committed To His Will” 

*All scripture references are from the NASU unless otherwise noted* 

 

Calvary Chapel Fellowship of Enid 

Matthew W. Thoms, Pastor/Teacher 

August 4
th

, 2019 
 

Continuing on in 2nd Timothy … which is believed to be the last letter Paul wrote 

before his execution.   

 

He’s writing to Timothy, the pastor of the church at Ephesus and he’s writing from a 

Roman prison cell to address, among other things, some false teachings that had slithered 

into the church … so let’s listen in … 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 8-11:  Paul begins by reminding Timothy, along with us, that to be ashamed of 

Christ or of His followers and servants, is nothing more than a spirit of fear.  And as Paul 

pointed out in the verses that we looked at last week … a spirit of fear is not of God.   

 

So, Paul says, “Timothy … don’t back down … don’t back off … don’t be ashamed and 

don’t ever quit!”   

 

And then he makes him an irresistible offer … “Come Timothy and suffer with me.”   

 

We often talk about the promises of God … well here’s a promise that God repeats six 

times His Word … if you are Godly … you WILL suffer for it.  Because Biblical 

Christianity just doesn’t jive with the values of this world.   

 

So, when two spiritual worlds, in opposition to one another, collide … there’s going to be 

fireworks.   

 

Q. But did you catch what Paul said in this invitation … “join with me in suffering 

for the gospel according to the power of God”? But what does suffering have to do 

with the power of God … Paul? – It reminds us that suffering doesn’t just happen.  It’s 

planned out.  Circumstances are manipulated to bring about our suffering.   

 

And most of us know and agree with that … but we can struggle with the part that tells us 

where all of that comes from.  In general, we prefer to blame Satan for bringing about our 

suffering.  We blame him for manipulating the circumstances that bring about our 

suffering … but Paul says here “[Nuh-uh!  It’s] according to the power of God”. 

 

Q. But why would God want the Godly to suffer? – Well the question would be better 

stated as …  

 

Q. Why does God need the Godly to suffer? -- I’ll give you three quick reasons: 
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1. Suffering makes us tougher.  By fighting the battle today … we gain strength 

for tomorrow.  

 

2. It always provides an opportunity for God to display His strength to us.  By it 

He builds our faith. 

 

Pastor Joel Gregory put it this way … "… there is something suspect about 

a faith that has never been tested. An army going through basic training is 

not ready for battle. Not until soldiers have faced the battle, and been 

under fire, are they to be considered proven, hardened and worthy. A ship 

cannot prove that it has been sturdily built as long as it stays in dry dock. 

Its hull must get wet; it must face a storm to demonstrate genuine 

seaworthiness.” 

 

3. Suffering provides an incomparable witness to the world … when it’s endured 

with joy.   

 

So … if, the next time you suffer, you can grasp the fact that what you’re experiencing is 

a display of the power of the God who loves you … it can transform the way you think of 

the suffering itself and that can enable you to endure it without losing your joy.   

 

Even as we read in … 

 

Hebrews 12:1 … let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 

fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set 

before Him endured the cross …  

 

Think about that … the cross wasn’t Satan’s plan … it was God’s.  He’s the one who 

manipulated the circumstances that ultimately got His Son nailed to that instrument of 

torture … and Jesus endured it … with joy.  

 

And … look at this cascade of truth in verses 9-11: 

 

Q. Who does it say “called us”? God did.   

 

Q. And what has He called us to? – The gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Q. And what kind of a calling did He call us with? – A holy one … or in the Greek, 

hagios (hag'-ee-os) … meaning “an aweful thing”.  But not “awful” as in bad, but 

“aweful” as in that which commands our awe.  Something that is formidable in 

magnitude.  It’s a sacred thing to be called by God.   

 

And this goes back to the opening verse of this letter where Paul said, “I’m an 

apostle by the will of God”.  And built into that is the truth that God’s callings 

don’t always fit into the “religious” norm.   
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As I mentioned last week … it’s an error on our part to think that God’s callings 

are always to music ministry or youth ministry or the pastorate, because even 

more often … His callings are to an education career or transportation or 

childrearing.  God wouldn’t call us to something illegal or immoral, but outside of 

that, virtually every career or vocation or function can be your calling by God.   

 

Q. But … I thought we were called to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  What does 

being an oilfield worker have to do with the ministry of Christ? – Well … in 

short … everything!   

 

In my opinion, the lie of separation has been one of Satan’s most destructive.   

 

I’m talking about the lie that says, “Well, this is my work life and over here is my 

life in Christ.”  “This is my home life, and this is my church life.”  “Here’s my 

real life, but here’s my religious life.”  

 

Wherever you spend the majority of your time … whatever career or vocation 

God has you plugged into … that IS your calling of God unto the gospel of Jesus 

Christ.  And if you’re not viewing it and using it in that way … then you’re 

misusing that gift God’s given you.   

 

Now going back to this cascade of truth …  

 

Q. Why and how has God called us? – For His purpose and by His grace.   

 

Q. And when did He call us to what He’s called us to?  Was it after He observed how 

talented we are in certain areas?  Does He create us and then sit back to see what we 

turn into or what we make of ourselves? – No.  It says that we were called to our 

respective callings from all eternity.  We didn’t earn our callings by our intelligence or 

even our hard work.  It’s by His grace … His undeserved, unmerited favor.   

 

Q. But if my life was really foreordained before my birth … do my choices really 

change anything? – I don’t know!  The whole thing is mind-bending, but praise be to 

God that He never said we need to understand it … just believe it.   

 

As one commentator said, “It’s like a bathtub full of hot water; not understanding the 

molecular actions by which the water is hot … doesn’t prevent us from enjoying it.”  

 

Now Paul acknowledges three personal callings here and he speaks of a fourth in 2nd 

Corinthians (10:16) …    

 

1. Paul, a tent-maker by the will of God.  That’s what he did to earn a living.  

 

2. Paul, an apostle by the will of God.  Apostle means “ambassador” … one 

who’s sent out by God to establish new works in His name.  
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3. Paul, a Bible teacher by the will of God.  

 

4. And Paul, a preacher of the gospel by the will of God.  

 

And the last item in this cascade of truth is in verse 10 … the fact that our departure from 

this life, just like our suffering in it … is the will of God.   

 

Our earthly death is really the Grand Finale of God’s plan for our lives.  Each of us 

should, in many ways, be looking forward to that; always content to carry on here, but at 

the same time … eagerly looking forward to that Grand Finale when we finally get to go 

home and be with Him.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 12:   

 

Q. Until what day Paul? – The day we step over the threshold of earthly life into 

Heavenly life.  

 

Martin Luther once said, “I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost most of 

them; but whatever I have placed in God's hands, that I still possess."  And that’s what 

Paul’s saying here.   

 

The New American Standard and the New International Version, both use the word 

“entrusted” … New King James says “Committed”.   

 

In the Greek it’s paratheke (par-ath-ay'-kay), meaning to deposit.  It’s a banking term.   

 

Paul believed that Christ was more trustworthy than he was.  That Christ was a more 

capable guard.  He figured that the more He could put in Christ’s care the safer it was … 

and he was right.   

 

Paul doesn’t say, as so many people do, “Well, I know what I believe” nor does he say, “I 

know what I believe in.”  Rather, he says “I know whom I have believed ….”  It’s not “I 

know of Him” or “I know about Him”, but rather “I know Him … I believe Him and 

therefore have believed in Him!”  

 

If you’re depending on a theology or a particular set of beliefs and not on the person of 

Jesus Christ … you’re leaning on the wrong rock.  You’re leaning on the rock that will 

fail you in the storm.   And I’ve seen it … you probably have too … because it happens 

too often.   

 

In the second century, a Christian was brought before a pagan ruler and told to 

renounce his faith. "If you don't do it, I will banish you," threatened the king. The 

man smiled and answered, "You can't banish me from Christ, for He says, 'I will 

never leave you nor forsake you.'"  To this the king angrily retorted, "Then I will 

confiscate your property and take all your possessions." Again, the man smiled 
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and said, "My treasures are all laid up on high; you cannot get them." The king 

became furious and shouted, "I will kill you!" "Why," the man answered, "I have 

been dead for forty years; I have been dead with Christ, dead to the world, and 

my life is hid with Christ in God, and you cannot touch it." In desperation the king 

turned to his advisers and asked, "What can you do with a fanatic like this?"  

 

What a compliment!   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 13-14: This is kind of a play on words … as Paul said in verse 12 … whatever 

you entrust to Christ … He will guard securely and it will be preserved … he says here in 

verses 13 & 14 … that whatever Christ entrusts to you … you are to guard diligently … 

and if you will do your part in faithfulness … the Holy Spirit will make up for your lack 

of strength.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 15-18: Oh my… Paul’s naming names and calling these guys poisonous.   

 

Q. So, is this sinful judgmentalism? – No, it’s love.   

 

There’s a reason for the law that says all bottles of poison must be clearly labeled and 

identified as such.   

 

Paul paints for us two drastically different pictures of these people.  On one canvas … the 

faithful … Onesiphorus and on the other … the flaky … Phygelus and Hermogenes.   

 

Q. So, what do you think … is it just the difference in people?  Some people are 

more faithful than others? – No, it’s not the difference in people … it’s the difference 

in confessions.   

 

Q. Why do you do what you do?  Why did you confess Jesus as your Lord and 

Savior when you did?  What did it mean to you then?  What does that mean to you 

now? –  

 

I never cease to amaze myself in my absolute inability to judge the hearts of people.  

Someone will make a profession of faith in Christ and man it seems so real, but six 

months later …  

 

Q. Where are they?  Another person … their conversion seems so anticlimactic that it 

makes you doubt, but they just grow and grow and grow.   

 

Staying power over time is the only way I know of, to really measure someone’s 

commitment.   

 

But there are a few clues that I’ve picked up on over the years and in the hope that they 

will warn … or prepare you … so let me share them with you.  There are three:  

 

1. Fussy people. 
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2. Exceptionally needy people. 

 

3. Guarded people.  

 

These are the types of people that I’ve found to be most likely to melt away whenever life 

heats up. Let me explain …  

 

1. Fussy people are the ones who get persnickety.  They’ll leave a church because 

so and so goes there or because they have pews instead of chairs or chairs instead 

of pews.  I’ve found fussy people to be very flaky people.   

 

2. Exceptionally needy people are the ones who have an unhealthy dependence 

on man.  They need … they need!  They call and call and call with everything 

under the sun and you pour out and pour out and pour out and try as you might … 

sooner or later you disappoint them, and they’re gone.   

 

3. Guarded people are the ones who never really let others in.  They’ll only let 

you get to know them that far.  And most of the time, they’ll bail out before 

they’ll let you step into any sort of truly meaningful, Christian relationship with 

them.   

 

Q. So, does that mean that we should avoid people who are fussy or needy or that we 

shouldn’t invest in those who are guarded? – Certainly not.  But it should cause us to 

be alert to the tendencies of such people.   NOT so that we can guard ourselves from 

being hurt or frustrated by them … but so that we can honestly guard them from their 

own flaky tendencies.  

 

When Queen Victoria of England reigned as Empress of India, the Maharajah of 

Punjab was a little boy. To show his allegiance, he sent her a magnificent 

diamond. It became one of the crown jewels and was safely kept in the Tower of 

London. When he became a man, he went to London to pay his respects to the 

Queen. The young man asked the Queen if he could see the diamond. The 

precious jewel was brought in and presented before the Indian prince. Then, 

taking the diamond and kneeling before the Queen, he said with deep emotion, 

"Madam, I gave you this jewel when I was too young to know what I was doing. I 

want to give it again, in the fullness of my strength, with all my heart, and 

affection, and gratitude, now and forever, fully realizing all that I do."  

 

As I said … it’s not really a difference in people that determines their Christian staying 

power … it’s a difference in the confessions of Christ that they make. 

 

Some may be in the same position as that young prince … they need to give themselves 

again to Christ … this time, in the fullness of their strength and with their heart and 

affection and gratitude, now and forever, fully realizing all that they are doing. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Conclusion:  You know we often speak of Jesus’ words in Matthew chapter 28 as the 

Great Commission, but He’s usually quoted beginning in verse 19 instead of verse 18 

where His words actually begin … so now listen to it in its entirety.   

 

Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority 

has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  19 "Go therefore and make 

disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 

Son and the Holy Spirit,  20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." 

 

Because all authority has been given to our Savior … we can go boldly about His 

business … whether that’s making disciples in the factory or the church … in Sunday 

School or high school.   

 

True success in this life is found only in achieving the purpose for which God created 

you.   

 

You can get all the education available.  You can stuff your bank account to the bursting 

point.  You can build a stellar reputation for yourself.  You can enjoy a long marriage and 

have 100 descendants.  You can do any and all of these things and yet still be an utter 

failure in God’s eyes.   

 

True success in this life is found only in achieving the purpose for which He created you.   

 

Q. So I ask you … what are you doing to succeed?  What are you doing to fulfill the 

purpose for which God created you? 

 

 


