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If you were with us during our study of 2nd Timothy your first challenge, as we 

approach Titus is to mentally travel backward a year or two, because that’s the setting for 

this letter.   

 

Chronologically, it falls between 1
st
 and 2

nd
 Timothy, which would mean that the 

Apostle Paul probably penned it in 65 AD and sent it to a gentleman by the name of 

Titus.   

 

As far as the background … Paul’s been released from his first imprisonment in Rome … 

the one often referred to as his house arrest. And after being set free, he went to Ephesus 

to check up on the church there and that’s when he left Timothy to oversee that work.   

 

After that, he went on to Northern Greece (usually referred to as Macedonia) and then to 

the Island of Crete where he left Titus as overseer.  Paul then went back to Greece and 

wrote 1
st
 Timothy and then this letter to Titus … perhaps as much as a year after 

leaving him in Crete.   

 

Now as we did with Timothy, let’s get to know this man Titus a little bit.   

 

We know he was a Gentile (or non-Jew), and we know that he first became a believer 

through the ministry of Paul.  We also know that subsequent to his conversion, Paul was 

his primary discipler from about 49 AD until Paul’s martyrdom in 67 AD.   

 

Titus was with Paul at the time of the Apostolic Counsel in Jerusalem (Acts 15) and he 

served as Paul’s emissary to Corinth before being left in charge of the work on Crete.   

 

Ultimately, Titus went on to a work in Dalmatia (which is the former Yugoslavia … Just 

across the Adriatic Sea from Italy).  But tradition tells us that Titus eventually returned to 

Crete, died and as is buried there.   

 

I think you’ll see that much of what Paul shared with Pastor Timothy … he now shares 

with Pastor Titus.  Things like: 

 

1. The qualifications for leadership with an emphasis on personal holiness. 

 

2. Some age specific ministry issues for the congregation. 
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3. How the church is to relate to its civil government. 

 

4. And finally … the difference between mere human effort and a 

    genuine work of God through a surrendered human vessel.   

 

So, let’s jump in and see what Paul has to share with us …  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 1-2: First a bondservant and then an apostle.  

 

First a life-long slave … one who’d given up all rights to his master and then one who’s 

entrusted with apostolic authority by that master.   

 

Q. And why did the Master entrust Paul with that authority? – Well he gives us a 

list: 

 

1. To help build up the faith of God’s chosen kids.   

 

 2. To help build the knowledge of the Word of truth in those kids, not just for 

knowledge’s sake, but for the purpose of godly living. 

 

3. And in the hope that others would come to faith as a result of his work in 

building up the faith, knowledge and godly living in God’s kids.   

 

It’s a short list, but it teaches us some big truths.  First … 

 

1. That there has to be a balance between a solid knowledge of the Word of God 

and a life of faith.   

 

Now that might sound obvious, but in a strange way … if it sounds obvious … 

then you’re probably not understanding it.  Because in reality those two things 

are contradictory and yet essential.   

 

The writer of Hebrews explains …  

 

Hebrews 11:1 … faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not seen.  

 

So … we need to have a knowledge of the visible scripture, but to live by the 

scripture, requires the empowerment of what is invisible … the Holy Spirit.   

 

Jesus said to the Samaritan woman at the well in John chapter 4 … 

 

John 4:23 "… an hour is coming, and now is, when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people 

the Father seeks to be His worshipers.  24 "God is spirit, and those 

who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 
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There’s an old cliché’ that says … “Most evangelical churches believe in the Holy 

Trinity; The Holy Father, the Holy Son and the Holy Bible.”   

 

Too many churches have become terrified of the Spirit of God and sadly, find no 

room for Him.  But the opposite extreme is equally true.  Services where the 

Spirit is placed on center stage and the first casualty in such a setting is the Word 

of God.   

 

So, when we read there in John 4 … “those who worship [God] must worship 

[Him] in spirit and truth.  We should hear Him saying, “Don’t leave the Spirit 

out of your services and don’t leave Him out of your life but keep the Word of 

God on center stage.”   

 

God’s seeking those who will worship Him in that way and has sent the Apostle 

Paul and others to help build us up in both areas.   

 

So that’s the first big truth on this short list.  The second is …  

 

2. That the primary purpose of God building us up in faith and His Word is to 

give hope to those who don’t yet know Him.   

 

I’ve shared with you before my frustration with the evangelical trend over the last 

hundred and twenty years or so, where pastors … those called to equip God’s 

kids, have abandoned that calling and responsibility and sought to become pulpit 

evangelists.   

 

Now they’re doing it with an understandable rationale, but still an ungodly 

motivation and to a disastrous end.   

 

Q. What do I mean? – They do it because, like us, they read in the scripture of 

the necessity to share Christ with the lost, but then they look around at their 

congregations and don’t see anybody fulfilling that Great Commission.   

 

And perhaps the worst part of that sad story is that they’ve swallowed the lie of 

“peace at all cost” … so, rather than shaking their finger at the fat sheep who 

aren’t doing their God-given jobs … these pastors seek to do it for them.   

 

Which of course, only compounds the problem because now, you’ve got an 

already scripturally malnourished group of people becoming even weaker and less 

capable of evangelizing the lost which leads to even more pulpit evangelism 

which leads to more spiritual poverty and so on and so forth.   

 

But Paul says to Titus here that spiritual leaders are called of God to: 

 

1. Help build up the faith of God’s chosen kids.  That is, to help them walk 
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according to the Spirit.  

 

2. Help build up their knowledge of the Scriptures for godly living. 

 

3. And to do these things in the hope that others would come to faith as a 

result.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now before we move on, I wanna draw your attention to three more things in what Paul’s 

saying here.   

 

1. First … he says that “God promised the hope of eternal life, long ages ago” in 

verse 2.   And I’m drawing your attention to that because most translations 

render it as, “before the world began” or “before time began” or some similar 

phrase.   

 

And that has confused some because the Bible records no such promise!   

 

Well, in the Greek, the phrase is pro chronos aionios (pro-khron'-os-ahee-o'-nee-

os) and it only means before the passage of time.   

 

So, something along the lines of “a long time ago” is in better agreement with the 

context and the rest of scripture.   

 

2. The second phrase that I want you to note is, “eternal life” also in verse 2.  

Because there’s a sweet nugget hidden in the original language of it.   

 

Notice first that it’s linked to what we just talked about … so again … before the 

passage of time.   

 

That makes this a promise of eternal life that’s not merely referring to the future, 

but to the present as well.  Not just quantity, but quality of life … promised a long 

time ago by the God who cannot lie.   

 

3. And finally … I wanna show you the word … elpis (el-pece').  It’s translated 

“hope” in verse 2 in reference to that abundant and eternal life we just talked 

about.   

 

And I’m pointing it out because, maybe it’s just me, but the word “hope” has 

always struck me as a very inadequate description of what we have.  But elpis (el-

pece') … isn’t at all inadequate … because its definition is, to anticipate with 

pleasure or to have a confident expectation.   

 

And to have this hope is so vital.  In fact, by far and away …  statistically … the 

most common expression of people contemplating or attempting suicide is the 

word “hopelessness”.   
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What it must be like for unbelievers who have no hope.  The miserable state of 

believing that this is all there is.   

 

An interesting experiment was done a few years ago on Norwegian Wharf 

Rats.  A particularly hearty rat that lives almost exclusively near water.   

 

They took these Wharf Rats and put them in tubs that were continually 

sprayed down with water.  And they sprayed them with sufficient force so 

that the rats couldn’t float leisurely … they had to swim to keep their 

noses above water.   

 

And on average …  these Wharf Rats survived for 17 minutes.  17 minutes 

and then they’d drown.  They’d get fatigued … stop swimming and down 

they’d go … seventeen minutes.   

 

But from each group of rats they put in those tubs, they selected two … 

and just as they were about to go down … they took those two rats out of 

the tubs, dried them off, put them back in their cages and fed them.  

 

Then later … they’d take those same rats and subject them to the same 

conditions; put them in the tubs and begin spraying them down just like 

before.  And those rats that were surviving an average of 17 minutes … 

now survived an average of 37 hours.   

 

Q. What was the difference? – Well interestingly the scientists conducting 

the experiment drew this conclusion; they said that “Because the rats had 

experienced a type of salvation … they had hope that kept them hanging 

on in hope of another salvation.” 

 

Because they had hope … they survived 137 times longer ... they fought 

137 times harder.   

 

That convicts me … because I have hope!  In fact, I have elpis (el-pece') … a pleasurable 

and confident expectation.   

 

Q. But do I fight 137 times harder than those around me with no such hope? Do 

you? 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 3: Even though, God declared long ago that He was going to provide a hope for 

abundant and eternal life … in His divine omniscience … He waited until just the right 

time to unveil that plan.  He also waited until just the right time to fully manifest His 

Word. 

 

After giving us a long list of Old Testament saints in Hebrews 11, we’re told of them in 

verse … 
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39 And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive 

what was promised, 40 because God had provided something better for us, so 

that apart from us they would not be made perfect. 

 

They had to wait until the right time came.  The Father operates on a precise and perfect 

timeline.  Not just universally, but specifically … specifically in my life and in your life.   

 

And I know that we don’t always like that … at least I don’t.  I’m a very patient person as 

long as action and results are immediate!   

 

But God is really patient and that means that some things don’t happen when we want.  

But we need to be thankful … because it’s that same divine patience that spares us …  

 

2nd Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count 

slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all 

to come to repentance.  

 

His patience is perfect because His timing is perfect! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 4: If you happen to read either the Old or New King James translation, you may 

have noticed that my New American Standard omits Paul’s prayer for “mercy” in 

addition to “grace” and “peace” for Titus … if you read most any other translation, then 

your Bible, like mine, lists only grace and peace. 

 

Q. Why the difference? – The manuscripts.   

 

The New Testament of both the Old and New King James versions of the Bible are 

translated from texts known as the “Textus Receptus” which is Latin for Received Text.   

 

Most other translations, like my New American Standard and the New International 

Version are translated from another group of texts.   

 

The primary difference is that the Received Text is a compilation of Early Greek 

Manuscripts and several other texts from the 8th to 15th centuries whereas the other 

translations come from the same early Greek Manuscripts plus other manuscripts from 

the 2
nd

 through 4
th
 century.   

 

Q. Why? Because a number of those older manuscripts were discovered after the Old 

King James Bible was published and because there are two opposing schools of thought 

on this.   

 

1. One group feels that the most reliable texts are those that have been known for 

the longest period of time and have been handed down from generation to 

generation … which is where the name “Received Text” comes from.  These texts 

were “received” from the preceding generations.  This group has mistrust for the 

older texts for various reasons.   
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2. The other group feels that older is better and that the less a passage is handled 

by man the better, so they see the fact that the Textus Receptus has been handed 

down generation to generation rather than sitting in some cave for centuries as a 

disadvantage.   

 

You can be the judge, but in reality there are relatively few differences  … ones like what 

we see here where the Received Text including Paul’s prayer for mercy on behalf of 

Titus and the older manuscripts omit it … is about as glaring as they get, but prayerfully 

now you have a better understanding of the why.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now we’ve looked before at the common components of the Paul’s salutations.  

Specifically, “grace and peace” and we’ve talked about how “grace” always precedes 

“peace” because until you know the grace of God you cannot know the peace of God or 

even have peace with God.  

 

But one of the things I’m not sure we’ve addressed is the two out of three members of the 

trinity that we consistently see in the opening passages of Paul’s letters.   

 

Q. Did you notice that Paul mentions The Father and Son, but not the Holy Spirit?   

 

Q. Have you ever wondered why? – Well, if you have … the answer’s found in John 

chapter 16 (Verses 13-15).   

 

That’s where we read that the ministry of the Holy Spirit is never self-glorifying.  Rather, 

the ministry of the Holy Spirit is always aimed at the glorification of the Son … and the 

ministry of the Son is the glorification of the Father (John 17:1-3).   

 

So, as Paul is inspired by the Holy Spirit … the Holy Spirit does not give Himself top 

billing.  In fact, He doesn’t mention Himself at all in the opening credits.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

You know the danger of the familiar is that we stop thinking about it.  A good example is 

when we read or say “Jesus Christ” like we have in this passage.  In fact, the phrase itself 

can be an injustice because our tendency is to read it or say it or think of it as a name; 

Jesus Christ.   

 

It makes it sound like Jesus is His first name and Christ is His last name, but such is not 

the case.  It’s true that Jesus is His first name, but Christ is not a name at all … it’s a title.  

Christ means lord or master, so it conveys relationship.  If He is Christ or master, then we 

are His subjects … His slaves.   

 

Although it might sound strange it would be more accurate and meaningful if we would 

say Jesus my Christ or even Jesus the Christ.   

 

Consider the Lord’s words in …  
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Luke 6:46 Why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say?   

 

In reality it’s inconsistent to use the phrase Jesus Christ … unless we’re truly confessing 

Him as our master and thereby identifying ourselves as His slaves.   

 

It’s been rightly said, “If Jesus isn’t Lord of all then He’s not Lord at all.”  

 

A lot of people want Jesus as their Savior, but at the same time … deny Him as their 

Lord.  They don’t want a master … they just want fire insurance, but the Lord never 

offers to sell us anything … He only trades.  We live for Him … because He died for us.  

We give Him our heart and He gives us salvation.   

________________________________________________________________________

_ 

Conclusion: And I’ll leave you with that thought … that question … 

 

Q. Is He really your Lord?  Have you confessed Him as your master?  Is there fruit 

in your life to show as evidence of that? -- You know the answer to that.   

 

Not because of what your head’s telling you, but because of what the Spirit’s telling you.  

If you get that hollow feeling like a vacuum when I ask that question … there’s a 

problem!   

 

Or maybe you more plainly hear Him whisper in your ear … “You’ve never really made 

Him your Lord.”  

 

Make sure this morning!  Salvation is a prayer away.  

 

 


