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Last week we looked at the Biblically prescribed priorities for various people groups; 

Bible teachers, older men, older women, young women, young men, ministers and 

employees.   

 

And if you were here for that study then you know that those lists are daunting.   

 

And keeping that in mind, as we pick it up in verse 11 … put yourself in Titus’ shoes.  

He’d been charged with setting the churches in order on the Island of Crete … and he 

was to do that by making sure that each of those groups lived up to those daunting lists.  

 

It was a big job!  A very difficult job … that, I have no doubt, Titus felt the weight of.  At 

times it probably seemed hopeless, because it was his job to get people to surrender to the 

power of God so that God could then make huge changes within them!   

 

And I don’t know about you … but it’s all I can do to get myself to do that … never mind 

getting others to do it.    

 

But it’s the magnitude of that assignment that brings us to verse 11 and the remainder 

of chapter 2.   

 

Paul knew the size of the load he was putting on Titus and although he was unwilling to 

compromise or settle for less than ideal … he was also sensitive to the burden on Titus’ 

shoulders …  and seeks to minister to that.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 11-14: “The grace of God has appeared” Paul says.   

 

Q. And when was that? – About 4 BC.  Paul’s reference is to Christ as the manifestation 

of God’s grace because He was and is God’s underserved favor to mankind.  He’s God’s 

undeserved offer of salvation to all of us.   

 

So, what we have here is a great example of the balance of scripture … the balance 

between Grace and Law.  Paul’s not advocating cheap grace, but neither is he being 

legalistic.   

 

And the key for any of us when it comes to this balance … is to remain focused on Jesus. 

 

Don’t focus on Grace and don’t focus on the Law … focus on Jesus.   
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He’s the source of our salvation and our joy.  Those things are not of us, but 

they’re ours to enjoy because of His grace. 

 

Yet at the same time He’s the standard by which we’re measured.  The example 

of His life becomes the Law to us.   

 

If you focus on the Grace … the boundaries of right and wrong get very blurry 

and you’ll find that they’ll waiver with your every emotion and whim.   

 

On the other hand, if you focus on the Law … the standard will become your 

ability to outdo others.   

 

We all hate failure so our minds naturally reject the written standard as 

unattainable, but if I can outscore another person … then I win … and I declare 

myself righteous.   

 

So, don’t focus on the Law and don’t focus on the grace … just focus on Christ 

and you’ll find a natural and peaceful balance developing within you. 

 

You know, it humors me in a sick sort of way, how people with a legalistic bend are so 

often legalistic because they think they’re setting a tougher standard for themselves and 

are therefore more pleasing to God.  But in reality, grace is way more demanding than 

legalism!   

 

In legalism all I have to do is find someone viler than I am.  That’s what the Pharisees did 

and as a result … they walked around all puffed up … but grace doesn’t allow that.   

 

Grace forces us to measure ourselves vertically … and not just now and then, but 

continually.   

 

But I’ll let you in on a little secret … the perfect balance between Grace and Law is never 

the 50/50 that we might think it is.  Because Christ always tilts the scale in favor of grace 

… in favor of us.   

 

Because as Martin Luther once said … 

 

The human heart, by God’s design, flourishes, not on a bed of lose living, nor on 

a bed of agonizing legalism, but on a bed of grace.   

 

And Paul’s simply reminding Titus of that truth here.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Again … verses 11-12 (exposition of 12): The balance; Christ came as the manifestation 

of God’s grace, but as an arm of that grace … He brought the law … which, for us, is the 

standard of His life. 
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1.  His appearing … brings salvation to all men.  Now obviously this is not a 

blanket statement that says all men will be saved, but rather it’s the revelation of 

God’s heart … telling us that He desires for all men to be saved (2nd Peter 3:9).   

 

Jesus brought salvation to all men, but the choice is still man’s.  Jesus has brought 

salvation to the doorway of every man’s heart, but He won’t knock down the door 

… He’ll only knock …  but each man, woman and responsible child must choose 

for themselves whether or not to open it.   

 

2. And His appearing … instructs us in four specific areas:  

 

a. To deny ungodliness and worldly desires.   

b. To live sensibly.   

c. To live righteously and …  

d. To live godly. 

 

And three out of those four we looked at last week so if you missed it, you can go 

to our website (or download the Church App) and catch up.   

 

But the only one of the four that’s new … is to live sensibly … just as Christ did.   

 

Live sensibly … be practical … think things through soberly … use some 

common sense. Be godly … be practical and be real!   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 13: We’re to live “godly in this present age” … and at the same time, we’re to be 

... looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of … Christ Jesus. 

 

We’re to live in today because that’s where God’s purposed ministry for us is, but we’re 

to do so with our focus on tomorrow because that’s where God’s glory is collected for us.   

 

And this wraps back around, and touches verse 11 again because if it wasn’t for grace … 

none of us would be looking forward to the Lord’s return!  Without grace …  we’d all 

have some very justified apprehensions! 

 

But by His grace we can all cry enthusiastically … “Maranatha … come quickly Lord 

Jesus!” 

 

1st John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as 

yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, 

because we will see Him just as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope fixed 

on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.  

 

Fix your eyes on Him and the Heavenly future He’s prepared for you.  It’s not only 

inspiring and encouraging … it’s purifying.   

 

Q. Think about what happened in Exodus chapter 32? … Remember, that’s when the 
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people talked Aaron into sculpting the Golden Calf idol for them.   

 

Q. And what was their rational?  What did they say to Aaron? –  

 

Exodus 32:1 Now when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down 

from the mountain, the people assembled about Aaron and said to him, 

"Come, make us a god who will go before us; as for this Moses, the man who 

brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of 

him."  

 

They’d lost the expectation of Moses’ return … and, as a result … their carnality flared. 

And it will be the same with us.  So, Paul encourages Titus … fix your eyes on Christ and 

anticipate His return … daily!    

 

And think about the Lord’s parable in Matthew 24 (verses 45-50).   … The servant that 

He calls “evil” … began to beat his fellow servants and to behave carnally ...  

 

Q. Why? -- Because he too … lost the expectation of His Lord’s return.   

 

May we not make that same mistake.  He’s coming back … and we need remind 

ourselves of that regularly.   

 

By His grace it’s going to be indescribable!  So, anticipate it excitedly!   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 14: We are His own possession!  I love that!  He claims me!  It’s a claim of 

ownership.  And if He owns you … it’s because, at some point in time, you ask Him to! 

 

Paul says in … 

 

1st Corinthians 12:3 … no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy 

Spirit.  

 

A statement that’s worth a hard think.  It’s very specific because it’s easy to say, “Jesus is 

savior” … I can do that even in the frail strength of my own flesh, but to say “Jesus is 

Lord!” … that’s a work of the Spirit because it requires self-denial.   

 

Q. So what’s verse 14 saying to us then? – It’s reminding us that Jesus gave Himself as 

payment for our bill.   

 

The price tag Satan had on your head was the life of the Sinless Lamb of God and 

somehow that seemed like a good deal to God.  So, He paid the price, He redeemed us 

from every lawless deed, and He purified us.   

 

Q. And why’d He do that? – To draw unto Himself a group of people who would be 

zealous to do the good deeds of His bidding.   
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It’s been said that… “Faith is like calories … you can’t see the calories, but you 

can sure see their effect.  You can’t see faith, but you can certainly see its effect in 

someone’s life.”   

 

John Calvin said … “Man is saved by faith alone, but saving faith is never alone 

… it is always accompanied by good works.”  

 

And someone else said … “Speaking Christian talk whispers of the goodness and 

power of God, but a Christ-like life … screams of it.”   

 

One of Satan’s most productive schemes against the will of God for man’s salvation has 

been the incessant propaganda that belief without behavior will save.   

 

We’re not saved by our behavior … but no one’s saved by a faith that doesn’t change 

them.   

 

Behavior is always affected by saving faith just as verse 14 tells us here.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 15: “Speak these things boldly, speak them with authority and don’t take ‘no’ for 

an answer Titus.”   

 

Titus was called by God as a minister of His Word … and that gave him all the authority 

he needed. 

  

Listen to the Amplified translation of this verse … 

 

Titus 2:15 Tell [them all] these things. Urge (advise, encourage, warn) and 

rebuke with full authority. Let no one despise or disregard or think little of 

you [conduct yourself and your teaching so as to command respect]. AMP 

 

The Greek word for “disregard” means to be determined of mind.  But the easiest way to 

understand it is by example …  

 

In Psalm 51… King David’s making confession before the Lord he says this …  

 

7 Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter 

than snow.  8 Make me to hear joy and gladness, Let the bones which You 

have broken rejoice.  

 

In His infinite love, God had broken David’s bones … not physically, but spiritually … 

and David, the former shepherd, understood this.  He, no doubt, had exercised that same 

kind of love himself.   

 

See … as a shepherd, when a lamb had such a strong tendency to be wayward … when it 

had such a propensity to run away … that’s what the shepherd would do.  He would pick 

up that little lamb, hold it close and very lovingly … break its leg.   
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This did two things; it kept the wayward lamb from running away and it made that lamb 

that much more dependent upon the shepherd … for nourishment and for protection.   

 

And God certainly does this for us … and as parents, and mentors and pastors and 

ministers … you and I are sometimes called upon to do this as well. 

 

Q. How? – Roadblocks!  You do all you can to prevent that wayward individual from 

getting to what pulls them away from Christ.   

 

But there are wo prerequisites to this: 

 

1.  They must actually be a Christian. Make sure they’re actually saved.  Because 

… if they’re not … trying to clean them up is pointless.   

 

2.  As a Christian sheep … they must be a part of the flock.  A wild sheep won’t 

submit and therefore can’t be shepherded.     

 

But within those constraints; don’t let them disregard you.  Be intensely interested in 

their obedience to God.  Be determined of mind.  Break their leg if you must.   

_______________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  Just as God does with us … Paul didn’t lighten the load for Titus … he 

really couldn’t … but he did seek to help him bear up under it.   

 

And his approach to this is really threefold: 

 

1. First, live and teach solid Christ-like living.  Not just head knowledge, but real-

life application.  Paul knew Titus would be strengthened by the fulfillment of his 

calling, but he also knew that as those around him became more Christlike, Titus 

would be renewed.  

 

2. Secondly, remember and teach all about His abundant grace … because every 

one of us who’s striving to live by His Word … is very aware of our abundant 

need for His abundant grace.  

 

3. And lastly, remember and teach the eminency of His return.  Because those of 

us who are giving it our all … man the promise of Heaven and the knowledge that 

it could happen at any moment … that’s what keeps us moving forward.   

 

For those who are really trying to do their God-given part … no matter what age or 

gender you are … if you’re really trying to live up to the standard … you’re gonna need a 

lot of grace and a lot of hope … but take heart because God provides both in 

inexhaustible supply! 


