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To remind you … we had three chapters in the book of Ephesians enumerating the 

blessings and promises that we have in Christ. But here in chapter 4, Paul turns the 

corner and  says, “Now that I’ve told you what Christ’s done for you … let me tell you 

what you can do for Him in response … beginning with, what he calls … walk[ing] in a 

manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called …” 

 

And as we’ve been looking at … the first thing emphasized with regard to that worthy 

walk … is the unity of the body of Christ.   

 

Now, as we pick it up in verse 11 … Paul begins to expound upon that unity.  In verses 

1-6 he gave us a general description of what that unity should look like … by prescribing 

that we walk ... 

 

… with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one 

another in love, 3 … in the bond of peace. (Ephesians 4:2-3) 

 

From there, Paul goes on to explain God’s design within the church to build and maintain 

that unity … explaining that we are all one body … having drawn our salvation from one 

source.   

 

Now we come to verse 11 where we have a list of gifts, given to the church. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 11: We read last week in verse 8 where Paul quotes from Psalm 68 (verse 18) … 

a Messianic Psalm ... 

 

"WHEN … [Jesus] ASCENDED ON HIGH, HE LED CAPTIVE A HOST 

OF CAPTIVES, AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN." [Explanation added] 

“He gave gifts to men” followed by this list in verse 11 … noting that verses 9 & 10 are 

a parenthetical insert. So, reading it without that insert, it says …  

Ephesians 4:8 … "WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH … HE GAVE GIFTS 

TO MEN." … 11 ... He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and 

some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers  

 

So, as a gift to the church, God called, anointed and equipped men and women to fulfill 

these five functions within the church. 
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Q. So what are these functions, what do they do and who fulfills them?    

 

1. Apostles: One who’s “sent out”, particularly in a church planting role.  

2. Prophets: One who foretells or forth tells God’s written or spoken word. 

3. Evangelists: One who shares the truth of their own condition as well as Christ’s 

offer of salvation. 

4. Pastors: One who cares for the flock, watches out for wolves, checks the health 

of the sheep and binds up the sick. 

5. Teachers: One who provides nourishing food for the hungry sheep within the 

flock. 

* Sometimes the giftings of pastor and teacher are seen together, but they 

can also function separately.  

Now I wanna take you all the way back to the book of Exodus where we have the 

illustration of God’s design for, and use of, these people within the church.   

 

Beginning in the 25
th

 chapter, Moses was given instructions for the construction of the 

Tabernacle or the tent for meeting with God.   

 

The Tabernacle was an elaborate and portable structure designed primarily for the 40 

years that the Hebrews were wondering in the Sinai wilderness.  

 

So, it was very functional, but it was also very symbolic.  In fact, virtually every aspect of 

the incredible detail related to the construction and service of the Tabernacle told the 

story of what was to come … the Messiah, the Holy Spirit and the church.   

 

Well … the part that we’re going to focus on this morning is the part that gives 

instruction for the wooden ribs or slats that the skins and linen coverings of the tent 

would rest on.   

 

It’s recorded in the 36th chapter … if you’d turn there with me please ... 

 

Exodus 36:20 Then he made the boards for the tabernacle of acacia wood, 

standing upright. 21 Ten cubits was the length of each board and one and a 

half cubits the width of each board. 22 There were two tenons for each 

board, fitted to one another; thus he did for all the boards of the tabernacle. 

23 He made the boards for the tabernacle: twenty boards for the south side; 

24 and he made forty sockets of silver under the twenty boards; two sockets 

under one board for its two tenons and two sockets under another board for 

its two tenons. 25 Then for the second side of the tabernacle, on the north 

side, he made twenty boards, 26 and their forty sockets of silver; two sockets 

under one board and two sockets under another board. 27 For the rear of the 

tabernacle, to the west, he made six boards. 28 He made two boards for the 

corners of the tabernacle at the rear. 29 They were double beneath, and 

together they were complete to its top to the first ring; thus he did with both 
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of them for the two corners. 30 There were eight boards with their sockets of 

silver, sixteen sockets, two under every board. 31 Then he made bars of 

acacia wood, five for the boards of one side of the tabernacle, 32 and five 

bars for the boards of the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the 

boards of the tabernacle for the rear side to the west. 33 He made the middle 

bar to pass through in the center of the boards from end to end. 34 He 

overlaid the boards with gold and made their rings of gold as holders for the 

bars, and overlaid the bars with gold.  

 

Now … let’s look at a picture to make this easier …  

 

So, each board and each bar were made of Acacia wood and then overlaid with gold.  

There were 20 boards on the north side, 20 boards on the south side and 6 boards on the 

west side with two extra boards on the west corners to add strength.   

 

Each board was about 15 feet tall and 28” wide and each one was anchored on the bottom 

by notches that rested on 2 silver sockets or anchors.  Additionally, along the edge of 

each board was a ring for the four bars that strapped the boards together and there was a 

fifth bar that ran right through the center of the boards.    

 

Now, as I said, everything about the Tabernacle paints a picture of New Testament truth.  

Everything is symbolic.   

 

To start with ... the boards ... they speak of us ... those of us who make up the church.  So, 

with that in mind, let’s consider a couple of things about these boards.  Like …  

 

1. The fact that the acacia wood used to make these boards was in ready supply there 

in the desert, but it was a twisted and gnarled wood.  It was a product of its 

environment. 

 

It was the Sinai Desert … not exactly a Garden of Eden.  So, this wood wasn’t 

easy to work with.  It was hard to shape and form into anything useful, much less 

… beautiful.   

 

And again … this wood speaks of us.  Growing bent and twisted … shaped by the 

inhospitable conditions of its world.   

 

And the whole process of making something with that wood … obviously began 

with cutting the tree down and then cutting it up … drilling it, scraping it and 

sanding it.  

 

So, these boards not only symbolize us … they sound like us.   

 

But the Lord takes our fallen and twisted natural state … dons His Master 

Carpenter’s apron and sets to work.  Ultimately … He straightens us up and 

makes us sturdy and functional for the framework of His Church. 
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2. Notice that each board, by God’s design, is exactly the same size … painting an Old 

Testament picture of another New Testament truth ... 

 

Galatians 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. … 

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there 

is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

 

By God’s design no one is elevated above another … we are all equal in Christ. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1. Now, looking at the sockets upon which these boards rest.  They formed the 

foundation of this portable building.  See … just like you and I are pilgrims in this 

world … that pilgrimage is pictured in the Tabernacle.   

 

Just as the Tabernacle had no permanent foundation in this world … so too, with us 

… having been cut down … we’re not to reestablish our roots in this life.   

 

2. This foundation for the Tabernacle was made of silver.  In fact, a great quantity of 

silver … with each board resting on about 170 pounds of silver.   

 

Q. And where’d this silver come from? – In chapter 30 of Exodus, Moses was 

instructed ... 

 

Exodus 30:16 "You shall take the atonement money from the sons of Israel 

and shall give it for the service of the tent of meeting, that it may be a 

memorial for the sons of Israel before the LORD, to make atonement for 

yourselves."   

 

So, these boards … the boards that symbolically speak of us ... literally rest upon the 

price of redemption.  As Psalm 49 says … 

 

1 Hear this, all peoples; Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, 2 Both low and 

high, Rich and poor together. 3 My mouth shall speak wisdom, And the 

meditation of my heart shall give understanding. 7 None … can by any 

means redeem his brother, Nor give to God a ransom for him — 8 For the 

redemption of their souls is costly … 15 But God will redeem my soul from 

the power of the grave, For He shall receive me.  NKJV  

 

So, as the Tabernacle rested upon the price of redemption paid by the people in the form 

of silver … our tabernacle rests upon the price of redemption paid by Christ who … 

remember, was sold for 30 pieces of silver (Matthew 26:15).    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

And ... these boards were joined to one another by tenons (meaning “clasps” or “rings”) 

and bars … reminding us of our union in the Spirit … we are many, but we are one in 

Christ!   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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And then … only after describing all of this are, we told that the wooden walls were 

covered with gold.   

 

That, of course, speaks of the divine nature we inherit in Christ.  His Spirit in us and upon 

us.  As it says in … 

  

2nd Peter 1:4 … by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent 

promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, 

having escaped the corruption that is in the world ….  

 

Together, these boards formed the walls of the Tabernacle.  The Holy Place and the Holy 

of Holies where the Ark of the Covenant (the glory of God), dwelt. 

 

Remember, Paul said in … 

 

Ephesians 2:19 … you are … God's household, 20 having been built on the 

foundation … 21 … being fitted together … 22 … you … are being built 

together into a dwelling of God ….  

 

Each board had to stand upright on its own, but unless or until that board was anchored to 

the silver base it had little chance of remaining upright.  And even once it was anchored 

… until it was also attached to the board on its left and the board on its right and secured 

to each of those five bars … better pray there was no wind, or it would get blown away. 

  

You and I were designed by the Master Carpenter to be linked to one another.  

Accountable to one another … intimately close to one another.  But sadly, too many in 

the church … have failed to do that.  Too many refuse to do that.  But if we don’t do that, 

we will be unstable … always teetering in the winds of adversity.  

 

But people get tired of church nonsense … tired of church.  So, there’s a real tendency to 

withdraw and abstain.   

 

So, a couple of gold-covered boards will get together for coffee and prayer … maybe 

have a Bible study and they’ll say that’s all the “church” they need.   

 

But that just doesn’t match God’s blueprint.   

 

Q. Why can’t that work? – Because even though those boards may have linked 

themselves together and are resting upon the foundation of Christ ...  

 

Q. What is there to keep them from all falling over together?  What is it that’s 

supposed to keep all the boards standing straight? – The bars. 

 

Q. And what are those five bars speaking of? – The fivefold ministries of Ephesians 

4:11; Apostles … Prophets … Evangelists … Pastors and Teachers. 
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Q.  If God’s plan didn’t involve the church … even with all of its imperfections … 

why would He have divinely designed it this way?   

 

Q. Why did He call, equip and appoint ministers into these various offices?   

 

Consider that the chief purpose of these bars in God’s design of the Tabernacle was to 

hold the boards together.  And I’ve discovered that much of my time and energy is indeed 

spent holding the boards together.  It highlights our tendency to separate one from 

another … not by the design of God, but by the design of God’s eternal enemy.   

 

The church is divinely designed and individually necessary.   

 

But if the walls of that church are pulling apart … all of God’s purposes for it … fall by 

the wayside.  God knows that and Satan knows that, and without excuse … we have to 

know that as well.   

 

That’s why the Lord designed His church with so many stabilizing parts … to preserve it 

for His purposes.  

 

Q. So where are these bars in our fellowship? 

 

Q. Pastor? -- That's pretty easy ... there are several gifted with a Shepherd’s heart 

… one who guards and protects.   

 

Q. Teachers … those who ground us in the Word of God? – The men and 

women who bless us on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings and at Men’s 

Ministry and Women’s Ministry meetings and in Youth Group and Children’s 

Ministry and various other fellowship opportunities.  These are the ones who 

divide God’s Word for our consumption.     

 

Q. Prophets and evangelists? Here at Calvary Chapel ... both of these typically 

function without a title or office.  But by no means does that make them less 

important or gifted.  Many of you serve this body by the exercise of your gifts in 

prophecy and evangelism. 

 

But … you might say “I don’t see any apostles around here.”  And neither do I, 

but don’t miss the fact that as God designed, and gave instruction for, His 

Tabernacle … although all five bars functioned to hold the structure together … 

only four of them were visible.   

 

The fifth one was buried within the wall itself.  It didn’t need to be seen to do its 

job.   

  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: 

 



 7 

 “’WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH, … HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN.’… 

some apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some pastors 

and teachers” (Ephesians 4:8) 

 

Q. So what’s the challenge for us in this?  How does this apply to us? 

 

Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch 

over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy 

and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.  18 Pray for us, for 

we are sure that we have a good conscience, desiring to conduct ourselves 

honorably in all things.  

 

Now, I realize that that can sound sorta cultish.  But let me point out that this is referring 

to those you choose to submit and those they choose to submit to.   

 

In other words … you don’t have to submit to everybody who has one of these titles in 

the way you might be forced to submit to a king, but if you choose to submit … if you 

choose to plug into a particular fellowship, submit to the bars God’ installed there.   

 

Submit to them in a way that allows them to do their God-assigned job with joy and pray 

faithfully for them.   

 


